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The nnx¥n of 7npn
By Binyamin Orkaby

In 77'1 NWN9 we are given the nixn of 7n7n. The ni¥n of 7nj7n was performed once every 7 years on
the n1o following the year of nuMw. The NN tells us that everyone would come to D'7wiN' to witness the
7070, As the 7109 says “qUN| D'WAN] D'YIXD ,.... 7XWW'-7) all of Israel, the men, the women, and the young
children.” The nixn of 7npn itself was performed by the king. The king of 78w would read the 7nj7n nwNo,
which was a reading from several different parts of D'12T 190, in the wTpnn N'a. One question asked, with
regards to the nixn of 7npn is why is 7npn performed during NI0 in the year immediately following numw?

The 7' '25 offers one reason for why the nixn of 7npn is performed right after nU'Mw. He says that
most arguments are caused by monetary debts and since there had just been a nU™w which canceled all
debts people would not be arguing with one another and there would be a sense of NnITNX between all of 12
™.

The V17 Dyn brings down a beautiful answer to this question. The first is that the goal of the nuw is
to show a person that this world is like nothing, as during nU™w a person’s property is \79n(ownerless), and
the goal of this world is ‘0" nTIAY. Furthermore during the an of Nd10 we live in impermaent dwellings, our
ndI10, which is again a model of how this world is but a fleeting moment and that our entire life in this world is
but a temporary stay before we ascend to Xan D71v. By catching the people in this moment of intense belief
and understanding, the people will more easily be able to hear and accept the message of 7ny7n, about the
importance of serving ‘n.

The 177N offers a wonderful message as to why 7npin is performed at the beginning of the year. He
comments that by having 7nj7n at the beginning of the year since people will hear the nIn of ‘n they will be
motivated to continue to engage with, and uphold, the naIn.

As we enter the weeks before niwn WK we can take with us these messages of NITNX, understanding
that this world is temporary, and the idea of starting something on the right foot, and use them to improve
ourselves. Whether that means working on our niIX2, pride, or understanding that you are part of a greater
whole of 78 W' 773 the key is to start on the right foot. Go into the coming year understanding that you can
grow and improve, and consequently you will.
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The Simplicity of naIwun

By Ephraim Fischer
In this week’s Nw19, D*ax1 NWNY, 'N, through nwn, tells the Jewish people all about NaIwN. In the beginning of

the second N7y, we see the prophecy which says that when the curses predicted in last week’s nwn9 befall the Jews, all
they need to do is naIwnN, and ‘N will take them back into His arms. From there, ‘n will bring them back into Israel and
make it a prosperous land for them. Later in the Nnw1D, we see a more general case for na1wN. The two prefacing 0'{7109
tell us, “Q2277792 'Y NINTIN QWD 12 NID NIND 19O NUNID DN ITINN VYT 07X NN vAYD D

INID NN K71 90 R NKY9ITKY DIt 180 1DIX X NINTD NI¥AN 1D :3¥9177221”. The first 7109 teaches us that a variety
of blessings will come upon us, as soon as we follow the NN and repent to ‘n. The second 7109 teaches that what was
commanded to us in the previous {7109, that is naIwN, is not far from us. A few D'7109 later, we see a very well known
2109: “inwWy? 322721 '92 TXN 12T 'YX 2iNR ", For the thing is very close to you, it is in your mouth and heart to do
it. This 7109 sparks a large question. This “thing” seems to be naIwn, but the NN said earlier that naIwn isn’t far from
us! Why is the n1In repeating it again?

The 2”1 learns from this 2109 that originally, the NN was telling us with what ease we could do naiwn, that it
wasn’t far. However, here, when the n1In says that naIwn is close to us, it is telling us why it is so close. The 2”1
interprets that the reason it’s so close to us is because we’re Jews. Intrinsically, the soul of a Jew is a soul full of Nn1IN, so
it’s built into us to want to do naIwN. NaIwN is easily within our reach because ‘n made each and every one of us with a
love for NN, and He would hate to see us turn away. Once we realize this, we can incorporate the second half of this
7109 into our lives: “inwy7 322721 3'92”", in your mouth and your heart you should do it. We need to do naI1wn to the
fullest extent possible. We can’t just say our naIwn, we must internalize it and keep it in our hearts.

With miwn WX coming next week, I'd like to share one more insight about naIwn in this week’s nw19. One of
the main phrases used in this week’s nw19 to describe naIwn is “I'27T2 N3417”, to follow His path. This metaphor of our
actions following a path goes much deeper. In fact, renowned author 122y "W brought down a story of a certain
Chassidic Rabbi who told his students a parable: There was once a man who got lost in a forest, and he did not know
where the right path was. He stayed put for a matter of days, until another traveler came across him. He asked the
traveler, “Where should | go? I’'ve been lost for days now!” The traveler responded, “I don’t know where to go either, as |
have also been lost for days. However, no matter where | am, | can tell you that on this path we’re lost. Let us go find a
new path.” The Rabbi said, “This is us. The path that we are on is the wrong path, and on this path, we are lost. Now,
before miwn Wi let us find a new path.” This story reminds us of a 7109 earlier in the nw19: “mM MK XID DYWL K7
MYV AR NYNY Y AN ntwn 17707y, It is not in the heavens that you should say, “Who can go up to heaven
and get for us [the correct way to live] and tell it to us and we will do it?” This 7109 is teaching us again that nal1wn is not
so far fetched. It is not in the heavens, and it is not far away. Rather, it is here on earth, right in front of us. The first man
lost in the forest decided to stay put, which gained him nothing. He thought that the correct way to get out was out of his
reach, so he kept on his wrong path. Meanwhile, the second person realized that no matter what, staying on this path is
wrong. We need to switch paths, and the way to do that is right in front of us. Both the j7109 of 2inj7 '3 and this {7109
make it apparent that naIwn is right in front of us, and it can have a tremendous impact on ourselves.

With nawn WX right around the corner, NaIWN is a necessity. During the month of 717X, we say that “77nn
NTw”, the king is in the fields. This means to say that ‘n is down on earth with us, so our NnaIwN has an even greater
effect than in the rest of the year. We must take advantage of this fact and ask for na1wn, because after all, “3'7x 2Nz
TXN 12T, it is very close to us.



