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The מצווה of הקהל
By Binyamin Orkaby

In וילךפרשת we are given the מצוה of .הקהל The מצוה of הקהל was performed once every 7 years on

the סוכות following the year of .שמיטה The תורה tells us that everyone would come to ירושלים to witness the

.הקהל As the פסוק says “ רָאֵל ים….,כָל-ישְׂ יםהָאֲנשִׁ ףוהְַנָּשִׁ והְַטַּ all of Israel, the men, the women, and the young

children.” The מצוה of הקהל itself was performed by the king. The king of ישראל would read the הקהלפרשת ,

which was a reading from several different parts of דבריםספר , in the המקדשבית . One question asked, with

regards to the מצוה of הקהל is why is הקהל performed during סוכת in the year immediately following ?שמיטה

The יקרכלי offers one reason for why the מצוה of הקהל is performed right after .שמיטה He says that

most arguments are caused by monetary debts and since there had just been a שמיטה which canceled all

debts people would not be arguing with one another and there would be a sense of אחדות between all of בני
.ישראל

The לועזמעם brings down a beautiful answer to this question. The first is that the goal of the שמיטה is

to show a person that this world is like nothing, as during שמיטה a person’s property is ,(ownerless)הפקר and

the goal of this world is ‘ העבודת . Furthermore during the חג of סוכת we live in impermaent dwellings, our

,סוכת which is again a model of how this world is but a fleeting moment and that our entire life in this world is

but a temporary stay before we ascend to הבאעולם . By catching the people in this moment of intense belief

and understanding, the people will more easily be able to hear and accept the message of ,הקהל about the
importance of serving .ה‘

The חזקוני offers a wonderful message as to why הקהל is performed at the beginning of the year. He

comments that by having הקהל at the beginning of the year since people will hear the תורה of ה‘ they will be

motivated to continue to engage with, and uphold, the .תורה
As we enter the weeks before השנהראש we can take with us these messages of ,אחדות understanding

that this world is temporary, and the idea of starting something on the right foot, and use them to improve

ourselves. Whether that means working on our ,גאווה pride, or understanding that you are part of a greater

whole of ישראלכלל the key is to start on the right foot. Go into the coming year understanding that you can

grow and improve, and consequently you will.
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The Simplicity of תשובה
By Ephraim Fischer

In this week’s ,פרשה i נצביםפרשת , i’ה, through ,משה tells the Jewish people all about .תשובה In the beginning of

the second ,עלייה we see the prophecy which says that when the curses predicted in last week’s פרשה befall the Jews, all

they need to do is ,תשובה and ה‘ will take them back into His arms. From there, ה‘ will bring them back into Israel and

make it a prosperous land for them. Later in the ,פרשה we see a more general case for .תשובה The two prefacing פסוקים
tell us, “ י עכִּ֣ יךָיהְוָֹ֣הבְּקוֹל֙תִשְׁמַ֗ ראֱלֹהֶ֔ ֹ֤ יומִצְותָֺיו֙לִשְׁמ הוחְֻקּתָֹ֔ פֶרהַכְּתוּבָ֕ הבְּסֵ֥ יהַזֶּ֑ההַתּוֹרָ֖ יךָאֶל־יהְוָֹ֣התָשׁוּב֙כִּ֤ בְּכׇל־לְבָבְךָ֖אֱלֹהֶ֔

ךָ׃ יוּבְכׇל־נפְַשֶֽׁ הכִּ֚ אתהַמִּצְוָ֣ ֹ֔ רהַזּ יאֲשֶׁ֛ אתהַיּ֑וֹםמְצַוּךְָ֖אָנכִֹ֥ הולְֹ֥אמִמְּךָ֔הִוא֙לֹא־נפְִלֵ֥ הִֽוא׃רְחקָֹ֖ ”. The first פסוק teaches us that a variety

of blessings will come upon us, as soon as we follow the תורה and repent to .ה‘ The second פסוק teaches that what was

commanded to us in the previous ,פסוק that is ,תשובה is not far from us. A few פסוקים later, we see a very well known

i:פסוק “ יךָכִּיֽ־קָר֥וֹב ראֵלֶ֛ דהַדָּבָ֖ ֹ֑ יךָמְא לַעֲשׂתֹֽוֹוּבִֽלְבָבְךָ֖בְּפִ֥ ”, For the thing is very close to you, it is in your mouth and heart to do

it. This פסוק sparks a large question. This “thing” seems to be ,תשובה but the תורה said earlier that תשובה isn’t far from

us! Why is the תורה repeating it again?

The נצי”ב learns from this פסוק that originally, the תורה was telling us with what ease we could do ,תשובה that it
wasn’t far. However, here, when the תורה says that תשובה is close to us, it is telling us why it is so close. The נצי”ב
interprets that the reason it’s so close to us is because we’re Jews. Intrinsically, the soul of a Jew is a soul full of ,תורה so
it’s built into us to want to do .תשובהתשובה is easily within our reach because madeה‘ each and every one of us with a

love for ,תורה and He would hate to see us turn away. Once we realize this, we can incorporate the second half of this

פסוק into our lives: “ יךָ לַעֲשׂתֹֽוֹוּבִֽלְבָבְךָ֖בְּפִ֥ ”, in your mouth and your heart you should do it. We need to do תשובה to the

fullest extent possible. We can’t just say our ,תשובה we must internalize it and keep it in our hearts.

With השנהראש coming next week, I’d like to share one more insight about תשובה in this week’s .פרשה One of

the main phrases used in this week’s פרשה to describe תשובה is “ כֶת יולָלֶ֣ בִּדְרָכָ֔ ”, to follow His path. This metaphor of our

actions following a path goes much deeper. In fact, renowned author עגנוןש”י brought down a story of a certain

Chassidic Rabbi who told his students a parable: There was once a man who got lost in a forest, and he did not know

where the right path was. He stayed put for a matter of days, until another traveler came across him. He asked the

traveler, “Where should I go? I’ve been lost for days now!” The traveler responded, “I don’t know where to go either, as I

have also been lost for days. However, no matter where I am, I can tell you that on this path we’re lost. Let us go find a

new path.” The Rabbi said, “This is us. The path that we are on is the wrong path, and on this path, we are lost. Now,

before השנהראש let us find a new path.” This story reminds us of a פסוק earlier in the :iפרשה “ יםִלֹ֥א ואבַשָּׁמַ֖ רהִ֑ ֹ֗ ילֵאמ מִ֣
נוּ ימְָה֙יעֲַלֶה־לָּ֤ הָהַשָּׁמַ֙ נוּויְקִָּחֶ֣ נוּלָּ֔ הּויְשְַׁמִעֵ֥ נּהָ׃אתָֹ֖ ונְעֲַשֶֽׂ ”, It is not in the heavens that you should say, “Who can go up to heaven

and get for us [the correct way to live] and tell it to us and we will do it?” This פסוק is teaching us again that תשובה is not

so far fetched. It is not in the heavens, and it is not far away. Rather, it is here on earth, right in front of us. The first man

lost in the forest decided to stay put, which gained him nothing. He thought that the correct way to get out was out of his

reach, so he kept on his wrong path. Meanwhile, the second person realized that no matter what, staying on this path is

wrong. We need to switch paths, and the way to do that is right in front of us. Both the פסוק of קָר֥וֹבכִּיֽ and this פסוק
make it apparent that תשובה is right in front of us, and it can have a tremendous impact on ourselves.

With השנהראש right around the corner, תשובה is a necessity. During the month of ,אלול we say that המלך“
,”בשדה the king is in the fields. This means to say that ה‘ is down on earth with us, so our תשובה has an even greater

effect than in the rest of the year. We must take advantage of this fact and ask for ,תשובה because after all, “ יךָכִּיֽ־קָר֥וֹב אֵלֶ֛
ר דהַדָּבָ֖ ֹ֑ מְא ”, it is very close to us.


