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12I8Vs Sin
By Anton Druskin ‘28

This week’s Tw1o, MHW", is brimming with ideas and
lessons. Many of these come from the mn's wording,

which

juxtaposition of different things. One such interesting

includes the omission, redundancy, and
and seemingly disjointed juxtaposition, is that of
1R7’s sin, which cost him the birthright and the
affirmation that there are 12 sons of 2py>. In MWKR2
22 it says, “IRT TR RIDD PIRD ORI WA 0
DRI PR AR WR N2ANN 22U

“Tpy oW 2pyin P “While DR stayed in that
land, 12987 went and lay with nnb3, his father’s
concubine; and SR found out. And behold the sons
of apy> were twelve in number.”

The direct interpretation of this is that J21%7 “came to
know” i3, which is the stance p”711 takes. According
to him, J1%7 thought that it was okay to sleep with
152 because she was only his father’s maidservant
and not 2pp”’s wife. P17 goes on to say that although
1287 thought this was okay, it was not, as according
to P77, MN>2 was given to 2Py’ as an exclusive partner
in all legal matters.

Most commentators, however, agree that instead of
cohabiting with 713, 12187 instead just rearranged his
father’s bed. This is from a mwn that »v7 quotes in
;M D2W, where it explains that the reason right after
this whole story there is a mention of the 12 sons of
apy, is to show that all the sons were equal. Meaning,
12987 did not commit the terrible sin of sleeping with
153, but rather rearranged his father’s bed. v

expounds on this by saying that his reason was his
indignation that even though Y7 had died, 2py» still
did not move into the tent of NxRY, and instead moved
into the tent of a mere handmaid.

Of all the commentators, the "an7, seems to present
the best answer to this question. yan7 gives two
possible answers, the first being that j23%7’s sin and
the enumeration of the sons of 2pp* were juxtaposed
to show the humility of apy» that even though this
was a sin, he didn’t kick 12187 out of the family and
still let him have a part in the inheritance. That is
shown when he counts the 12 sons, showing that they
all had a part in the inheritance. The alternative
answer 1"an7 proposes is that 12187 didn’t commit this
act out of indignance over the injustice done to his
mom, like w1 says, rather, because j21%7 was worried
that more children would be born to 2py. He
reasoned that his mother was already too old to have
any more children, and either na>7 had already died
by then, or he had just been worried about hurting
his mother’s honor, as n951 was nI&>’s handmaid. The
reason 1287 didn’t want 2py° to have any children was
that he did not want to have to share the inheritance
with any more siblings, and since he would get the
double portion as a firstborn, he had the most to lose.
This is why later, as 770 732 77Tn, 12187 doesn't get
the firstborn inheritance.

We can also learn this in our own lives. Often, we do
not want to share what is ours, and we hope bad
things happen to someone else, so it does not take
away from our reward, but this is not how we should
do things. If we live greedily and do not give to
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others, others will not want to give to us, and we will
end up with less.

Masters and Servants
By Yaniv Kaufman-Grob ‘26

When 2pp° sent his messengers to try and make peace
with 7Y, he made an explicit point to say that ywyp
was his master and 2pp° was YWY’s servant. As it says
in M"Y DPWR, ‘T2 WPY YITRY PINKRD N2 TRD DOR 1R
TRYTTY MNP 1a20p 3pw JTap R’ “And he
commanded them saying, ‘Thus you should say to my
master, to YWP: Thus said your servant, 2pp» [ have
lived with 125 and have been delayed until now.” Why
did 2py> refer to YWY, his enemy, who wanted to kill
him, as his master and himself as YWV’s servant?
Furthermore, it says that 2pp> will be master over Ywp

in pn¥’'s blessing to 2py. 13 T NORYM TORY 1 M)

TR be master over your brothers and may the sons
of your mother bow down to you” (0"2:772 n"wx12)?!

There are many answers given by 0"w19n , one given
by ©’am71 12 0m1aR 9, who says that this is because
prx wanted to appease YWy's anger about 1py taking
the birthright from him.

The y'an7, along with many others who quote him,
says that apy> was treating YWy with the same respect
as a younger brother would treat the 7123, even
though he had bought the 722 and been given the
71272 by pnw. This shows that he still treats 1wp with
the same respect that he would have if he hadnt
bought the 17122, This attempts to project to "Wy that
the purchase of the 722 didn't mean much to him
and that perhaps "Wwp won't be mad anymore about

A more interesting answer provided by the *177 *p1d
WOR, 7 pIo is that this was a strategy of self
protection that 1pyp> was using: "2py> n"apn H K
PWID AN AR DOWN DI NPT PIED IR DM WP WY
DYWIN DR PDAMN DNI0 IR RN BT ROW Dawa
oW 277 "an 17 09" “The Holy One, blessed be
He, said to him, 2py”, you have switched wpn (the
sacred) into )1 (ordinary). 2py” replied, 'Master of the
Universe, I am flattering the wicked so that he will
not kill me! From here the sages said, 'One flatters the

w

wicked in this world for the sake of peace.” From this
we can learn to not worry about whether we are
raising a wicked person’s self-worth by flattering
them, but rather by being practical and helping save
ourselves or the people around us. This can be used
to justify an incident in ‘2 250, 7 p7n- when pwin

paid tribute to the Assyrian king to keep peace.

But the most interesting explanation was from
the xmmn wi: which puts this narrative into a
broader context of Jewish leaders referring to
themselves as servants and powerful non-Jewish kings
as masters. In addition to the ywp-apy> story, this
happened between 1R ,mwn and o, as well as
RWIT AT and Antonius. The reason the Wi
gave for referring to themselves as servants was that
it was out of respect for the government in power.
Does this mean that Jews in extremely antisemitic
countries must respect the government officials who
hate them? Or is it only if it would actually make a
difference?
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