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The Unification of the >pwn nwern
By Hodaya Sapir ‘25

RWnN "3 N begins with Hashem telling nmwn that
when he takes a census of YW 11 everyone 20 years
and older should each pay Hashem a bpwn noxnn, and
both the rich and poor should pay that amount.
‘MO YRYD mRmpn vy N> DTN NAPTRY WD
D2 NWIY 1227 N none R’ (30:15)Why did nwn
have to specifically use a bpwn nxmn to count *31
bR, why couldn’t he just count them normally and
why did everyone have to give the same amount?

According to w73, numbers are subject to the
influence of the “evil eye”, and therefore if you count
people, they will get diseases. We find that this
happened in the days of ™7 when he counted the
people without a Y)pw which led to a plague breaking
out amongst them.

»M2 117 explains that we do not count separate
individuals because we do not want to single them
out and bring judgment upon them. An individual
may not have enough merit to pass that judgment.
However, when counting as a community, even if
judgment is brought upon us, there are sure to be
enough good deeds in the community to ensure that
they pass the judgment and are found worthy of '7’s
mercy. Some add that when Jews are united, blessings
are abundant, but when we divide the nation into
individuals, there will be individual scrutiny.

118D explains that counting people comes from the
fact that human beings are not the same each time
and that counting people is a reminder of a person's

sins. Therefore, they gave a bpwn nx¥nn to qualify for
atonement. This also explains why the poor and rich
had to pay the same amount because a person's

payment is not dependent on the amount of money
offered to God.

0”1 MR explains that they were told to give a noemn
Ypwil in order to draw people specifically to what was
to be accomplished. He goes on to explain that if a
rich person gave more than Hpwn n°kmn or a poor
person gave less, the whole purpose of the Ypwn nenn
would be denied. The 17N wanted to stress this
element, which is why it gives the details about the
amount first.

This bpwn mxmn that was given was also used as
money to support the jwWn.HRW "1 all came
together to support the 1own, they weren't divided
into individuals and it wasn’t based on whether they
were rich or poor. Everyone contributed equally
which showed unity. Even today we continue doing so
by not counting fellow Jews. May we continue to
show unity in this way and stay strong together as
one nation, despite individual differences.
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What Should Be Done When People Go

to Shul?
By Eitan Orkaby ‘27

When describing the nnn - the tax of bxw "3, the
7N says Uy KD YT maPRd Wy’ “the rich
should not have too much and the poor not too little”
(w5 mnw). This poo teaches us to make sure not to
tax the rich too much but to make sure to tax the
poor very well. After describing how much the tax
should be, the next step would be to give the tax
collectors instructions on how and when to take the
tax. The tax collectors are told “0220 9027 N ONRY
bR 13 nxn” “and you shall take the money the
02 from DRIW? 2127 (o5 Mnw). What is this 092
business and when do the tax collectors take the
money?

To understand this we must first look at a very holy
holiday, m12"> ov. On this day all of HX7w "1 are
supposed to be praying to Hashem to atone for their
sins. It is also the custom to pray in a Shul for the
day, and some even stay there outside of Prayer. This
would then explain the word ©™23 in the poa. Both
of the words m@2 and 0192 have the same root, 193,
connecting then two. Therefore, the tax collectors are
clearly being commanded to take the Jews’ money
while they are praying in Shul, so as to make sure to
take as much tax as necessary.

Another very important law that is brought down by
the 17N, quoting of course the X3 in TP V™ OMIT
3, is the law of D372 washing their hands before
entering the 79 YR, nowadays what we consider a
Shul. The law goes as follows “Tpn HOr>HR D812
Ny KDY onp7RnY” “when the come to the Tm YnR

(Shul) they shall wash themselves with water so as not
to die” (2> mnWw). Does this law still apply nowadays?

w1 makes it very clear that the entering into the »nx
TN is specifically at n™nw, or the beginning of
Prayer. This, once again, points to the fact that the
TN YNR refers, at least nowadays, to a Shul. And lest
one think that this law only applied in the times of
the 7vm YnR, the 1N makes it very clear that “xnm
DOTT? W  0YWpN ony Nmm Ny X5 0o oY
“and they shall wash their hands and feet and they
will not die, and it shall be a law for all time for them,
for him and his offspring, throughout the ages (even
nowadays)” (8”25 mnw).

We see from these two laws that the best time to
collect taxes is while everyone is praying in Shul, and
if a 12 walks into Shul before washing themselves
they should be barred from entering the Shul until
they wash their hands and feet. Even if the 0113 uses
soap they should be barred entry, until they use water
like the mn says. Therefore, the next time you find
yourself next to a j712 who has smelly feet you should
tell him that he should go wash them else he be
kicked out of the Shul.
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