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730w in the navma »13a7?!
By Theo Fraenkel 28

In men nw1o Hashem commands the nnnd *132 to be
made “nRanY 7122, “for glory and splendor” (ninw
n:T"2). As the n3M2 *132 were made for these reasons,
the 70 lists the illustrious materials and procedures
needed to make the nnna 12 including “anin-nN
WPINRY W0 DYARTORY PR0TIRY Dapn Ry’ “the
gold, the greenish-blue wool, the dark red wool the
crimson wool, and the fine twined linen” (n:1"2 Mnw).
Hashem instructs that the clothes of the D312 be
made with wool and linen. But how could that be?
The 7n forbids us from wearing wool and linen
together in the mitzvah of 1WPW! It seems almost
hypocritical for the 70 to forbid the mixture, then
command the 0°3712 to wear it in their clothing.

The obvious answer is that although 1wpW applies in
general, but because Hashem specifically commanded
its use in the m1D *™1 it's permitted and overrides
the prohibition. This answer fixes the practical
question of how the N2 *132 are able to have 1YY,
but not the question of why.

WM 27 on V™™ R, and on V"2 MW talks about
a divide between an animalistic element and a
vegetative element as the reasons behind both w2
2512 and 1VYW. The animalistic element is an animal's
movement, feeling and perception and the vegetative
element: food and reproduction. These two ideas
symbolically are wool and linen. He points out that in
animals, the animalistic, perception, feeling and
motion and the ‘vegetative’ urges of food and

reproduction are joint. The aim of 1VYW is to separate

these things in humans. W1 27 notices that the 32
7INN2 contain NVPW and PR may have 10pW (7 NN
R myp). The reason is that when these garments are
worn, a person and his human ‘animalistic’ functions
are so wholly focused on 17 and the will of Hashem
that the concerns of mixing the animalistic and
vegetative sides disappears.

Another explanation is brought by Rav Avigdor
Nebenzahl. 1wpw is a N, a law with no reasoning
given in the 7n. The M7 however sources the
mitzvah to Pp and »an. Pp brought an offering of
linen, while Y21 brought an offering of wool/sheep.
Hashem accepted Hai’s offering but not p’s offering
causing TP to become jealous of Y2 and kill him.
Therefore, wool and linen caused the first murder,
and we can’t wear TILYW. DY’ N>°ON points out that
TP’s mistake was that he thought it was most
important to do the act regardless of the way you do
it. Although yp brought his offering first, it was
lackluster, and therefore not accepted. Rav Nevinsahl
explains that because p murdered Y21 over wool and
linen, and thought little of performing Hashem’s
commandments with 7777, the mpn for Pps actions is
the m1n2 »132. The N2 »732 are made of wool and
linen and are crafted precisely with the best materials
in order to be the best possible quality and fit to the
words “nIxRan’) T13Y".

We learn from w7n 17 the importance of devoting
our human capabilities to 7N and the will of
Hashem and not physical urges. We are capable of a
lot as human beings and Jews and we must realize
our full potential. Unlike animals we have the ability
to think and analyze and don't often need to worry
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about gluttony, leaving us able to connect with
Hashem. From Rav Nebenzahl we learn how
important it is to think about not just doing the
mitzvah itself but also doing it with 7. It's great to
daven but it can be even better if you daven with na.
This concept of men NN allows us to take our nN1enN
beyond the basics. We should all be 1231 to be able to
level up in our nnen.

The Leadership of the >y13 375
By Amiel Jotkowitz 28

This week’s Twnn, mun, talks a lot about the 071713 and
their role in the jown. One of the many important
parts of their job was the special clothing they wore,
called the m1n2 132, These clothes were not just
regular uniforms, they had a deeper meaning. The
TN says: “MNnR T TR NOR? WP 1 vy
“and you shall make holy garments for 77X your
brother, for honor and for beauty” (2:1"2 mnw).

The lesson that the m7n is trying to teach us is that
the )13 102's clothes were not just for looks they were
meant to remind him of his responsibility. The
clothes showed honor and beauty, but they also
helped the 032 focus on serving Hashem in the best
way possible. Each piece had a special purpose,
ideas like

representing  different holiness and

atonement.

One of the most interesting parts of the clothing was
the vown Wi, the breastplate that the Y73 j12 wore
over his heart: “DPRD-NR LIYRD JWNHOR  DON
NOR R N9y W13 OR3P PO DR
TRE 1Y 12-5p DRI -1 vawn-ny” “and you shall
put into the Breastplate of Judgment the Urim and
the Tumim, and they shall be upon J7n&’s heart when

he comes before Hashem; and 79nx shall bear the
judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart
before Hashem always” (5:1”2 ninw).

This teaches us an important lesson. The »M73 J72 was
not just a leader who did the rituals he was supposed
to, he was also one who cares about the people and
carries their struggles and prayers in his heart. The
j0m had twelve stones, each one representing a
different tribe, showing that every Jew mattered.

Even though we do not have the clothes of the o312
today, we can still learn from them. Just as the Y173 J72
carried the people on his heart, we too should try to
care of others, be kind, and help those who need us.
Being a leader is not about having power, rather it is
about caring for others and making a difference in
their lives.
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