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Why Calling ‘n the Idol 7va is Forbidden

By Nessa Jaffe

This week's N10V9N comes from 1 P19 YWIN. It starts with comfort, continues on to some bad stuff, and
then once again has more comfort stuff. One of the D'7109 from the comfort section says: “N4nn~Di"2 NI
v Tiy 7TRINRT YR ROPA 'NTDRY”” And on that day —declares ‘n— You will call Me '¢j'X, And no more
will you call Me *7ya” (n”*:a ywin). Both '"w'x and "wa are words for husband, but what’s the difference
between them? We can tell from context that *72v2a is the bad thing and 'w'X is the good thing, but what exactly
is the difference?

YA says that calling ‘0 “*7v2” represents our NXY* - fear of ‘N. NKT' is a good incentive to help us
serve ‘N, but it’s not necessarily the “fullest” way to serve ‘n. On the other hand 'W'X represents NnanKX - our
love of ‘n. When we serve ‘n out of love, not just fear, we are serving Him because we believe doing so is right,
we are not just serving Him because we are fearing punishment.

7”1 has another explanation. He says that the word '7v2a is actually representing the 7v2a - a form of
idol worship. This makes a lot of sense in context, since the next 7109 says, “0'9n D*7¥2aN NINY-NIX 'NIONI
DY Tiy NITN71” “For | will remove the names of the 7va from her mouth, And they shall nevermore be
mentioned by name” (0”':2 YWIN). Everyone agrees that this 7109 is talking about the '7v2 of idol worship, so it
would make sense for the previous {7109 to also be talking about the 7ya. If the 7”11 is right, that the first 7109
is talking about the Jews calling ‘n the idol 72, then we would learn another thing from here. We see from the
first 7109 that the sin of the Jews was not that they were serving the 7v2a and forgot about ‘0, rather it is that
they called ‘n the name of idolatry. Their sin was that they didn’t bother to try to know ‘N, they just assumed
He is like the 7va.

However, there is another problem that is raised when we connect these two 0'j7109. The D'?109 say
that the Jews will stop calling ‘n ”"7ya” and then ‘N will remove the name of 2ya from their mouths. So which
is it - are the Jews stopping to worship 7v2a or is ‘n causing us to repent? 781212 explains these D'j7109 by
saying that if we start repenting, we stop calling ‘0 “y2”, then ‘0 will help us fully repent and 7v2’s name will
no longer be mentioned. We can learn an important lesson from here. If we learn n1IN, and try to really
understand what it means to be Jews, what it means to serve ‘i correctly, then ‘0 will help us, and make sure
that we are able to fully serve Him correctly. We must do our part if we want ‘n to help us.
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Separating the Good From the Bad

By Avi Abbett
In the first two chapters of N12Tna NWNY, a census is taken of 78 w' 1. The count begins first with the
names of the heads of each tribe. It then goes on to list the number of men in each tribe who can join the
army, giving a final count of 603,550. But this count of the tribes is taken skipping one tribe in particular. The
n'17 were not included in the count of men able to serve. The 7109 says “N7 DYNY"NXI Ti?9N N7 117 nYN DX N
XYW 12 ina XWN” “Do not on any account enroll the tribe of 17 or take a census of them with the Israelites”
(u”n:x 72TNQ). ‘N singles them out, preventing any count of the tribe from being taken. Along with this, the
D'17 were given another role in the nation: to be in charge of the |pwn, its vessels and the work that came
along with it. Only 0'I'7 were able to do this job, anyone else who did their work would be put to death. While
it is nice that the D7 are given another special job, why separate them in the count from their brothers and

sisters in 78! 12? What is the point of keeping them apart?
One explanation for this is given by "1 and the DT NYT. ‘N knew that in the future a decree would
be made, referring to everyone included in this count, that those twenty years and older would die in the
desert before reaching 78w YAX. This death would occur after the sin made by 78w 12 and the spies, when

|"

the spies came back from spying on |V1> YIX and spoke badly about the land, later on in 7122 190. There it
specifies that everyone who was counted, above the age of twenty, would be punished. In this {7109, it says
“D7yn1 MY 0wy |an”, “from the age of twenty years up” (0”2:7”* 12 TNA). "W on this passuk explains that
this is a direct reference to our 2109 in X 719, excluding the tribe of 117. They did not sin and would not be
killed, meaning they were not included in the count along with 78w m2.,

The nmbdn Movw, however, takes a different approach. The count being done of 7 W' 12 was to see
which people in the nation could be a part of the army, which is why they were counted from twenty, which is
the normal fighting age. 0"17, the legion of ‘N, were the tribe who was tasked with taking care of ‘n's resting
place, thus they were not part of the count for soldiers, rather part of a special count.

The nw19 begins with nwn recieving the commandment to count everyone, the entire nation. This
puts us all under one roof, and it demonstrates the NITNX we are all supposed to have, the accountability for
each and every one of our brothers and sisters in 78w 2. The separation of "7 VAW is done only because
they decided to stand separate from their family, choosing not to sin in the complicated issue of the golden
calf. While they wanted to be part of the great nation of 7xw' 12, they could not stay and participate in the
sins being committed by their brethren. This nw19 teaches us a valuable lesson on accountability and stepping
back to assess the situation before following your friends and family, making sure that what you’re doing is
right and good, not just going along with everyone else. Being a part of a nation and a community is important,
but we must always remember to follow ‘i and His mitzvot even when it is not easy.
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