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momY: a Test Within a Blessing
By Anton Druskin 28

972 nwOo starts with a description of the nvmw
year, “IN2 NI DWW WY TIV pum DY ww
W PNIY N2y npawn My ApRanTmy naoR
T XD IRy YA "D 7T T2 naw pIRy” Usix
years you may sow your field and six years you
may prune your vineyard and gather in the yield.
But in the seventh year the land shall have a
sabbath of complete rest, a sabbath of Hashem:
you shall not sow your field or prune your
vineyard" (x11"2 &3p7). This initially seems like a
very irrational commandment. How is one
supposed to make a living if they are not allowed
to take anything to sell? That would be like
telling a construction worker that they cannot
work every seventh year and have to live on what
they earned during the previous six. This is a
massive financial risk. Regardless, Hashem still

commands us to do this.

One has to trust in Hashem that He will provide
enough crop so that there will be sufficient for
the whole year. In order to make this amount of
trust in Hashem more reasonable for people,
Hashem promises to give three times the crop in
the sixth year. This seems like a miraculous
blessing; however, at the same time, it is also a
trial hidden in a different form. At first glance,
one might think that this would encourage
everyone to keep the mvmw year, but it could

also do the opposite. When people see anything
going in an upwards trend, they immediately
assume it will keep doing so and want in.

An example of this is when people assumed that
because tech stocks were going up, they would go
up forever, and so they bought in. If somebody
sees that their field is suddenly producing so
much more, they would want to capitalize on the
seemingly very fertile time period to gain as
much profit as they can before the next drought.
If the people do not see Hashem'’s hidden hand
during those good times, they will think it is just
luck and sin. Very similarly, "npma nwno starts off
by talking about the blessings that Y& 121 will
get if we follow the mmn, and the curses that we
will get if we do not. During those good times, we
might mistakenly think that all the good results
we get are from us and not Hashem, and this
pride could lead us to sin.

This phenomenon happens all throughout Jewish
history. Oftentimes, we only see when Hashem
does big miracles but not the everyday blessings.
An example of this is ARTIR, the king of YR, in
the end of '® 025 He clearly saw Hashem’s
hand in large miracles; however, when he won a
war through Hashem, he did not notice. We can
learn from this to always remember that in the
end, everything we have is from Hashem, not
from us, and that if we stray away from the 7n,
we will be left with nothing.
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Ideas in the 1272 and 7nown
By Theo Fraenkel 28

"NpNa Nwo starts off with Hashem telling *12
bR7w° the good things that will happen if they
follow the 170 and nmen and the bad things that
happen if they do not.

One of the blessings is “1va-ny W 02y Pwm
L2 DR pIWY DINTY DEZINY VDR X TR
0¥ IR “because of the abundant produce
threshing will overtake the grape harvest and the
grape harvest overtake the time to plant, and you
will eat your bread for satiation and you will live
securely in your land” (7”2 83p™). The blessing is
that Y87 "12 will always be busy harvesting
produce because of how abundant the produce
is. 7270 prYn comments that this poo is telling
us that keeping busy keeps us fulfilled and
healthy. Due to the vast quantity of produce, life
would be filled with tasks and there would be no
time for the 71 7% and sinning. However, when
we are not occupied with work, we tend to get
bored and look for stimulation that may not be
entirely beneficial to us.

Another 1272 described in the mwan is that of 11
bRIWs ability to fend off armies. The oo states,
“DDI) T TAT] I TR TIRD TWRT 0an 9T
207 0279 oR” “five of you will pursue one
hundred and one hundred of you will pursue ten
thousand, and your enemies will fall before you

hundred, meaning YR "32 need a ratio of 1:20
to beat an enemy. The second half of that p1o
that one hundred can fend off ten
thousand, meaning Y87 "1 need a ratio of 1:10.
”w1 and the 879D explain that when Jews unite
together to solve problems they are much more

states

powerful and can achieve much greater things.

The 170 then introduces a list of curses that "2
YR will receive if they do certain sins. The
x790, here, understands this list as sins that
begin a chain reaction with one sin leading to
another, worse, sin. Based on this )0 we learn
that when we do not make time for 770, we may
end up not following nmen. One will then come
to disrespect people who are loyal to the i,
disrespect the leaders that learn out the nmxn,
stop people from keeping nmxn, deny that
Hashem gave nwxn, and finally deny Hashem’s
existence. This 8190 shows us that although our
actions may seem small and insignificant they
can build to become a part of us. Although, of
course, there are many factors, in actuality,
skipping learning is like a mini act of denying
Hashem, due to the fact that we are not making
space for Him. Once we do this consistently
enough we may altogether deny Him.

We should always prioritize Hashem in our lives,
keep busy and stay united with Hbxw> op.
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