177990 S0 X

The Maimonides School Parsha Newsletter

1/26/2024-1"9wn VAV 77V n7va abisltorah.wordpress.com

Doing Our Part
By Moshe Garland

Every day in n'7'oN we say V'W' TX, which is sung by 12'21 nwn and 78w 12 during 910 0 NY"M7 in
N7w1 NWN9. Before the sea is split, we read that 78w 12 are trapped between the Egyptians behind them
and the water in front of them. 12'a1 nwn cries out to ‘N, and ‘N responds “*7y PY¥N nNn”, which translates to
“why do you cry out to me?” This response from ‘n is pretty strange. ‘n told us that we need to Daven to Him,
so why is He telling 1'21 nwn not to? There are many solutions to this issue, but I’'m going to focus on four in
particular.

1"y explains that ‘N is telling nwn to stop davening because 78 W' 12 were in trouble, so he doesn’t
have time to daven. He needs to focus on trying to help them escape from the Egyptians. A modern-day
example of this, is if God forbid someone faints during n'7'on, we don’t stand there and pray, we call an
ambulance and pray for them after they get to the hospital.

|”ann gives a slightly different answer. He starts by quoting X1V |aX, who says that ‘n was instructing
nwn to tell 78 w' 112 to stop praying, and to guide them forward. |”an1 then rejects this answer and says the
proper interpretation is that of the n'n>n, who say that nwn was really praying on his own behalf because he
didn’t know how to act. ‘n was telling nwn not to worry because ‘n had already told nwn that He would
protect 78w’ M.

The 11190, on the other hand, takes the opposite approach. He explains that nwn knew that ‘n would
protect 78w 12 from NV, but he was scared that 78w 12 would rebel against himself and ‘n. ‘n was
chastising nwn for assuming 78w 12 didn’t have faith in them.

The final, and | think, most interesting interpretation, is that of the n'mb>n 'mow. It explains that, based
on the X17nn 'y, the phrase “pyxn nn” is separated from “*2v”, which means, ‘n is saying “Why are you
praying? It is my responsibility.” This is supported by the previous 7109 which says “jil¥'ann DN 0d7 bN7' 'N”
“God will battle for you; you hold your peace.”

What all four of these explanations have in common is faith. Some people don’t realize that faith is
really a two-way street. Of course, we need to have faith in ‘0, but we also need to do our part and make sure
we do what we can. These two things are codependent. In order to get help from ‘N, we need to play our role
and make sure we do what is necessary. On the other hand, we still need to have faith in ‘0 and believe that
He will help us and take care of things that are out of our control.
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The Dual Tenses in V'w' TX
By Ethan Ravid

In Judaism we have some miracles that occur that seem crazy. In this week's nw19 we have the story of
the sea splitting in 2 for 78! 112, Afterward the nation sings to ‘0, "NXTN WD DX 7KW a1 Nyn 1y TX
n7?", “Then nwn and 7 W' 12 sang this song to ‘n.”

This is a beautiful poem, but why does the n1In say “TX”-now, referring to present tense, then say
“G”’- they will sing, in future tense. How can you mix these two temses in the same sentence?

YN gives 2 possible answers, and X171V |]AX gives another. The first opinion in *"wN is that, the usage of
the different tenses in V'w' TX, shows that when nwn saw the miracle (Tx), it entered his mind, that he would
sing (0'w') a song. That is why nwn sang this song. "’
They say, from the fact that future tense is used, we may learn that this statement comes from our belief that

D'NnN N'NNis from the NN, Not only will nwn sing the song now, but he will sing it when n'wn comes. Both

wN’s second opinion is based on a w1 from our sages.

these answers make sense, and answer this question.

NOTY |aK, however, says that this occurs because this song is separated into 2 parts. The first is Moshe,
and the second is 78" 11 responding to nwn, just like in niNMT 0'WaX. Because of this nwn sang
now(present), and 78" 11 respond immediately after nwn(in the future), in praising ‘n. | like this opinion
even more because it explains the different tenses, and shows how much 78w 12 respect ‘N to sing praise
with nwn, and to participate in the n1'w.

From all these opinions, we can realize that this was done in order to show us that ‘n cares for us, and

|"

He is watching over us. This applies to our everyday lives. The first ""w1 shows us that when we see something
unusual in our lives we make a n212, or in this case sing praises to ‘n, on what occurred. The second ""wn
applies to our everyday lives because it directs our attention to when n'nnn n'nn occurs, they will sing this
song for ‘N again. KTV |aN’s idea connects to us today because it teaches us to follow our leaders, teachers
and Rabbi’s. | hope that we, as a Jewish people can work together, and learn from this that together as a
nation we can sing together our support of Israel, and Judaism. May we be N2IT to sing this n1'w with nun

12'27 very soon, 11'N'2 N1nNNA.
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