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Serving Hashem Above All
By Aryeh Gold 28

This week’s parsha has the tragic deaths of 271
and X171°2aR. After this, 7wn told his brother 177% and
his sons “¥190~XY 07321 WIVAIR DWRY - “Don't
cut the hair of your heads and do not tear your
clothes” (1:”> X7p2°1). These two things are the same
things you can't do when you are mourning. 7wn is
telling 777X and his sons that they can’t mourn. Why
is this?

The reason that 177X can’t mourn is simple.
We know from 7n& nwAd that the 2173 3770 can never
mourn outwardly because of how close he is to ‘71, but
what about 177X’s sons? We know that normally 2°173>
are allowed to mourn for and even get X»v from one
of their seven relatives.

P11 said the reason they can’t mourn
outwardly is that they are attendants of ‘7. They can’t
mourn when they are serving since you have to be
respectful when serving ‘7. When you go to ‘7, in his
temple you should be wearing nice clothes to respect
him. If this is true for normal people going to the
temple, it is even more true for the 0°37.

NP1 also says it is because it was a special
day. The 1pwn had just opened, and it was a special
holy, and happy day. ?X1272% expands on this. He says
it's because they had also been anointed on that day
like the 9173 375, Normally only the 2173 1712 is
anointed, but other 0°1715 don’t need to be since they
have been 0°1773 since birth. Because they were
anointed, 77R’s son’s were like a 9173 3772, so the same

restrictions of not being allowed to mourn applied to
them.

w1 says the reason they can’t mourn is
because this was a happy day for ‘7. The 10wn had just
opened, and so the 0°1715 who worked in the 1own also
had to be happy. Even if on the inside they were sad,
after all their brothers just died, they couldn’t be open
about this and ruin the day when everyone was
celebrating the opening of the 10w and praising ‘7.

7wn knew that not being allowed to mourn
would be very hard for 177% and his sons, so he told
them that the rest of »’12 would mourn. This way 777X
and his sons could focus on their work while others
focused on mourning for 271 and X17°2x.

w1 teaches us that sometimes leaders have to
put their personal stuff away in order to keep
everyone in the proper mood. 777X and his sons had to
put away their sadness in order to keep everyone
happy, and in the right mood to praise ‘77 on this very
special day.
We learn from 777X and his sons not being allowed to
mourn that we have to stay in a proper mood when
serving ‘7. They had to put away their sadness so they
could focus on serving ‘7. They also had to show °’12
on the first day of the pwn being open how to be
respectful in the future when serving ‘7. When we go
into davening in a bad mood, we should put this
away, and compose ourselves to be respectful to ‘7.
This way we can show everyone how they should act

too.
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N a3 725: Chosen for a Higher Purpose
By Leah Kaplan ‘25

In >PnW W1, we witness a pivotal moment in
the inauguration of the Jown. After months of
preparation, the time has finally come for P&
1197 to begin his TMaY. Yet, when 127 nwn turns
to him and says, “namn YR 29p"—“Come near to
the altar” (1:0 83p7), NNR hesitates. w7 explains
that 7N felt a deep sense of awe and
unworthiness. He was overwhelmed, unsure if he
was truly worthy of serving as the )73 2.

mwn responds with a powerful statement: “72%
N1y, "For this you were chosen." It was precisely
11NR’s humility and fear of '11 that made him
most fitting for the role. His reluctance was not a
flaw but rather a sign of genuine 0w NX7, fear
of Heaven.

The Chassidic masters echo this idea. A Rebbe
once encouraged a hesitant chassid to become a
community Rav. The chassid replied that he was
afraid he was not worthy. The Rebbe answered
that this fear made him the right person.
Someone who feels no fear may not grasp the full
weight of the responsibility. It is not arrogance
but humility, combined with a deep sense of duty,

because of this hesitation, "1 gave the N2 to
PINR instead. Now, when nwn sees 1R holding
back, he urges him not to repeat the same
mistake. “Do not let your humility hold you back.
0121 72%. This is why you were chosen”

This message is timeless. We all face moments of
self-doubt. Whether it is taking on a leadership
role, speaking up, or making a difference in our
communities, we often feel we are not ready or
not good enough. But the 7710 teaches us that
humility is not a reason to step aside. It is often
the very reason we are meant to step up.

127 PINR reminds us that true leadership is
born not from self-confidence but from nx~
oW, from understanding the gravity of
responsibility and approaching it with awe. The
next time we find ourselves hesitating, unsure if
we are capable, we should remember nwn'’s
words. NIM23 725, You were chosen for this.
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that qualifies someone for leadership. PP
There is also a deeper layer in mwn’s words. When
T first called mwn to lead YW "11 at the
burning bush, mwn hesitated repeatedly. He
begged 1 to send someone else. "1 teach that
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