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The Hidden Messages of naw '"n
By Menshi Trachtenberg
In the first 7109 of "YW "N, we are told NTW’s age “ "W "N W DY YAV MY DWYI MY nRN”. Why does the
NN describe N1W’s age as 100 years and 20 years and seven years? In normal Hebrew that doesn’t make sense, it
should be Dnw yawi 0wy nXn. v says that there is a significance for each number being separate. At the age 100
she never sinned, like at the age 20 and at age twenty she was as beautiful as age 7.
Later on in the nw19, DNNAK tells 1TV"7X to go find his son, 7Ny, a wife. A1TV7X leaves and ends up in the house

of 7XIN2 where he tries to convince the family to let him take nj721 back with him as a wife for pnx'. While in 781n2’s
house, 1TV, tells |27 and his family that he cannot eat until he has spoken. This is interesting, why does he first need to
talk and only then he can eat? One answer to this question can be found in N2 N'wX12. The N2 N'WXNA says that the
reason that he needed to talk before eating is because there was poison in his food. An angel switched his plate with
7NINQ’s plate, so he needed to get permission to take nj7an before |27 would have to sit nyaw for his father.
Furthermore in 2”72:772> N'UNN2 it says “ARN'M D'OXY [N NITaR” “and presents were given to the brother and father”,
but not to the father, 7XI1N2? Why not the father? N2 N'wKNQ answers that this is because 781N wasn’t alive. The
reason he wasn’t alive was because he had eaten the poison. ‘n knew that 7x1na would cause problems for the
marriage. As such ‘N helped 1TV"7X by causing those problems not to have the possibility of occurring. The morning after
ATV"IN’s meal with the family, |27 was tried to convince him to stay additional nights, but ATV"7X told him that he needed
to return to bnaN. The decision was then made by |27 that nj7a1 would decide if they should stay or go, thinking that
N721 would choose to stay. However, N7 wanted to leave and so WTV'7X left.

Finally, near the end of the nw19, DN1aNX takes a new wife named N110j7, whom some DWND say is really Nan.
Why would bnnaX get married again at the age of 140? The simple reason for this is that he wanted to fulfill the mitzvah
of 1211 1N9. Another question is, if it really was 1an, then why did bnnax wait until "W died and for 7n¥' to get married
before remarrying? The reason he would wait for nTw to die was out of respect of nw, who disliked 72 and had sent
12N away. The sages teach us that the reason DnNaX waited for 7Ny to get married is because if a person had a spouse
that passed away, and they have children of marriageable age, then they should first help their children settle down with
a family before they take a new wife and therefore bnnaX waited.

We can learn from this nw19 to not take everything as face value and to always look for the deeper meaning in
the things we read, especially in the n1n.
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NAN’s Tremendous NAIYN

By Avishag Saltzman
This week's nwN9 starts off with the death of n1w, and ends, in the beginning of the sixth Aliyah,

saying that Dn1aX took N1V} as a third wife. There is nothing unusual about this except *"wN says that N0y
was actually 1an, and bnnaX remarried her. He says the reason for her new name was given because her
deeds were as beautiful as NNV}? (incense). This is strange because in last week's nw19, when DN1aX sent Nan
and her son, 7RynY' away, the 2109 said 712N YNNI Y701, WA says that ‘'vnn’ meant going back to the

N1 NTIY of her father's house. This is a contradiction between what "’ says, either she was an idol
worshiper, or her deeds were as beautiful as Nn1V. What happened between these two *"w’s was the miracle
of the well. When 7xynw* was on the verge of death, 7an cried out to ‘0, asking him to not witness her son's
death; as a response, ‘N sent a \X'Mm down to give her a well, saving her son. From being an idol worshiper, an
act of Ton turned 1an all the way around, into a virtuous woman, worthy of marrying 12'ax Dn12X a second
time.

We can learn two things from this. Firstly, an act of kindness can go a long way, you never know
whether you will be someone's redemption. This shows us the power of Ton is not only making someone feel
good, but could change someone's perspective on faith completely. The second thing we can learn from this is
the power of NaIwN. In T”' 7109 ,7 719,027, it says: INWY7“ "122%21 7'92 TRN N2TN )78 2N 1, referring
to naIwnN. It says that the na1wn is very close to us, to do with our mouth and heart and actions. We should
never think that our sin that we committed is so bad, that naiwn won’t help. N7 NTIAY is one of the three
NNy that it is better to die than commit. It is so bad that it is mentioned 48 times in the n1IN. You might
think that after a sin like N1 NTIQY, there is no way 1an could have done full na1wn, but not only did she do
full na1wn, she turned into such a righteous woman that nnnax married her again! Seeing how 1an,
committing one of the worst sins, can do naIwn and be compared to N1V, can teach us that no matter how
horrible your sin is, NaIwN is always accessible, and ‘n is always willing to forgive.
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