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When can a |02 become Xnv?

Sheva Burstein

At the beginning of this week's Nnw19, N1INK, we see a very peculiar commandment from ‘N, referring to
D02, 7 KNO' Y ...I"7R N2NPN N2IMAN IMNKYI A1 R I0DRY 1198 270 RRY?™ DR D 1My Rno'- X7 wo)e
I'NXR711N271” “None shall impurify himself for any [dead] person among his nation, except for the relatives that
are closest to him: his mother, his father, his son, his daughter, and his brother, and his virgin sister who is close
to him... he should impurify himself to her” (T-2:X”> X2j7'1). When first reading these D'j7109 a very shocking
thing is missing from the list, a regular |n2’s wife. While it seems obvious that a regular |n2 should be allowed
to go to his wife's funeral, according to the Vw9 reading of the D'{7109, a regular [nJ is not permitted to go to
his wife's funeral. What is the n27n in this case?

It turns out that the Rabbis were just as confused by this question. According to the X2 in .7 0'NAT,
not only can a regular |n> become Xnuw for his relatives, it is a nixn for a |nd to do so. Even more so, he has to
become Xnv from burying his close relatives who are not on the list provided by ‘. If he refuses, others must
make him Xnu against his will. The X2 brings a story: There was a man named oI, a regular |n), whose
wife died on N09 11y. He did not want to become Xnv because he wanted to be able to bring the noo |21p.
His fellow 010> voted and ended up making him Xnuv against his will. This story makes it seem like you must
go to your wife's funeral even if you wanted to stay 1IN0 in order to do a different nixn instead.

So, if a regular [nD is required to become Xnov for his close relatives, are there cases where the regular
[N would not become Xnv for a relative? "N 12'21 says that the addition of the words “I"7x 2npn” tells us
that a regular |n> cannot become Xnv for someone who is only betrothed to him but has not yet completed
the marriage ceremony with noIn. The regular |n> would also not be permitted to attend the funeral of a
woman he had been married to but had since divorced.

We learn from this that though it may seem that ‘n made it forbidden for regular n'an> to go to their
wives’ funerals, ‘N actually let them because marriage is a meaningful thing to n'an>. While on the surface it
looks like ‘N was not being kind to DanD, really ‘n had the best intentions and knows exactly what is right for
us. The next time we have any struggles, may we be n2IT to say to remember that ‘n always knows what is best
for us.
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The Importance of Our Language
Yaniv Kaufman-Grob

2R NWNo is full of laws for the DD, their work in the [pwn, and what disqualifies them from doing
this work. The following story is told about a fight in this week's NW19: "w'X~ |2 RINI NRIW QWK™ [2 KX
AN IMX A ... 7971 DUNT IR YR UKD 271N “And the son of the Israelite woman, who is
the son of an Egyptian father... and the son of the Israelite woman cursed ‘n’s name... and they stoned
him.”(2”2>-"R*: 7" XA').

After reading this story a few questions come up. First, why does the 7109 have to mention that his
father was an Egyptian? Second, what were they fighting about? And third, why does this person get killed for
the words they said? However, these questions, while important, aren't the first thing that comes to mind. The
first question that needs to be asked is what this story is doing in 2InX nw19. Why is this such an important
story that it needs to be inserted in the middle of detailed laws about the 0'an3 and holidays? X' is a book
about law and therefore it has very little narrative in it. This is one of the few exceptions.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks suggests that the reason for the story being here is that it relates to three types
of holiness: IW7n NWITRI TN NWITR ,DI7AN NWITR. Kj?'l asks a lot from the n1and. They have to protect the
nwITR of the |pwn, which is Dipn nWITR. They also have to help teach about naw, which is [nT nwITR. These
two aspects of holiness are covered throughout the rest of the nw19, leaving only 170 NWITE not yet
discussed. This story teaches us about this and explains that the expectations for using proper language are
not limited to the 021D, but extend to all people. We must avoid bad language and expressions that put down
other people. We also must be especially careful not to dishonor the name of ‘n with words, which is so
important that in the case where it is violated, the penalty is death.

In a time when there is no wTpnn N1, the holiness of Diznn NwITR is the holiness of Shul. Just like the
D'IND can’t have a physical imperfection to work in the wTpnn n'a you have to be respectful with your actions
when you are in Shul, which is a byn UTn. MK NWI9 spends 44 0'p109, and 534 words talking about naw
and D'an, which are a7 nWITR. This is of course still relevant today. The hardest and probably most important
is w70 nwITy. It affects all of us every day and in every single casual conversation. One's words affect others
and not just themselves. May we be careful with how we speak and soon be able to go to the real nwiITp
DI7NN, the wTpnn N,
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