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Bad Blessings and Good Curses

By Ozzie Vidan

NIQN D W9 is one out of two main parshas that contain the nndin, the rebuke. Throughout the 6th and 7th
NI of the nwNo, 7xIW' 1 are told NIy, curses, and NIdDI2, blessings, depending on what they do and how they
behave in the future. With this theme, the famous question always arises of why do bad things happen to n'j7*1¥ and
good things to n'vwN?

A X2 in 'wIT on .1 qT discusses this problem. The X2na quotes PITY 12 WTV'™X 20, who draws two
comparisons and derives an important idea in Judaism from them. The first being a 7*T¥ who is compared to a tree,
standing in a "INV DIN," a pure place, with its branches extending over into a "Xnv ni," an impure place. In contrast,
a YW is compared to a tree planted in a "Xno DI7N" with its branches reaching over into a "INV DIPn." If one cuts the
branches of the tzadik's tree it will result in the entire tree being in the pure place, while cutting the branches of the
yu's tree will result in the entire tree being in the impure place. So too, XIn N2 WITPN rids D' T¥ of NNV in D71V
NTN so in Xan 071y they will be totally Ninv, and He rewards n'ywn for the little nixn they have done in this world, so
they will be completely Xnv in the next. We learn from this that every single time something bad occurs in our lives, it is
always ‘N trying to make our Xan D71y better. Therefore, it's not that ‘N is bringing down punishment on D' Tx (0N
ni7w1), it’s really that he is rewarding them through a punishment. They may have many short-lasting bad moments in
their life, but that just leads to an ever-lasting reward in the 210 1710w D71V,

Rav Solovetchik offers an alternative explanation to this question with another analogy: a carpet turned upside
down looks like a mess of string with no pattern nor purpose, but when viewed right side up it is the most beautiful rug
anyone has ever seen. It becomes clear that the carpet was made with planning and intention. In this case, the elegant
carpet is the world and we are looking at it upside down. ‘N, on the other hand, is looking at it right side up. ‘N, in His
masterful ways, plans, controls and runs the world exactly as it should be. The Xna in nId>12, on :0 qT, brings down a
story of Xa'j7y 20, which exemplifies Rav Soloveitchik's idea. It recounts that X'y 120, after a long journey, arrived at a
city at night and requested a place to sleep. Unfortunately, the townspeople rudely refused and he was forced to sleep in
the forest alone. During the night, a strong wind extinguished his fire and a lion devoured his donkey. It appeared that
things could not get any worse for Xa'7y 'a1. However, the next morning X2'py 'a1 awoke with surprising news - a
foreign army had invaded and captured the city. At that moment X2a'py "2 let out the very powerful words that will
change anyone who internalizes them forever: “20% ,x1n1 TaYT '72”, everything that ‘n does, is for the good. If not for
the obnoxious people of the city, he would have been stuck in the newly captured town, and if not for the wind and the
lion, the soldiers would have surely found him in the woods and killed him.

Both these answers are based on one of the most important ideas that every Jew should do their best to
incorporate into their everyday lives: T2y 207 ,Xann1 T2VT |[Xn 7D -- every single aspect, detail, and second in our lives
are perfectly sculpted by ‘n. Obviously, we are the children of XiIn 71n2 wiTPn and He would never want anything bad to
happen to us, just like a father does not want anything bad to happen to his sons. This is especially crucial to realize with
the situation in Israel right now. Even if we think something is a setback, even if we think we can never move forward, we
need to always remember that Tay 207 ,KINNY TAVT [XN ', everything that ‘n does, is for the best. DI7w Naw!
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