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The Everlasting Mercy of 'n
By Eitan Orkaby

In this week’s nw19, XWN D NWNY, there is a very famous 7109 in which nwn asks for mercy from ‘N,
after 78w 11 sin with the golden calf. “Ton 271 D'9X X [HIN1 DINTY 7K "D D KR 1M9-7Y "D Ay
nnyl” (1 77) And ‘n passed before him and he said ‘n“ n compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in kindness and faithfulness. nwn isn’t trying to get ‘n’s attention, like by on1ax, when the ‘N XN
stops DNN2aX from slaughtering 7n¥', so why does nwn say ‘n’s name twice?

"¢ says, the name ‘N, which is used, symbolizes ‘N’s traits of mercy. The first time it says ‘0, it is
referring to ‘n’s mercy when we sin. The second time is referring to ‘in’s mercy after we sin and then we do
NAIYWN. This is from :7* nlwn WX,

In :T' NIWN WK it says, if this were not written in the Nn1IN, we wouldn’t have been allowed to say it. ‘n
told nwn that this is so powerful, anytime 78 W' 12 are sinning, these words should be said in n'79n, and ‘n
will forgive us. ‘N is merciful before we sin, and after we do naIwn. These are two of ‘0’s attributes.

The n”awN says, the way the 7109 should be read, ‘0 X3p'1, ‘N said “...01NN 78 ’N”. This is being said to
78X W' 1, by nwn, where everyone already knows that what nwn says is really from ’'n, but even so, nwn still
says that these words are really what 'n said. Even more so when teaching, to make sure you say who you
learned the information from.

The X1TY AKX says that the 7109 should be read like any other time a name is repeated, with the names
together in one phrase. 'i’s name, repeated twice, make up the first two of the thirteen nim of 'n. This
doesn’t make sense if you read it like the D”awN, because the first time nwn is saying who the words are from,
and the second time is saying that ‘n is the master. Also, it doesn’t add up to thirteen niTn. There is one, the
second time it says ‘n and eleven after that, equaling 12. All of the thirteen NI have to do with ‘n’s NITN in
the good and the bad things that we do.

Whichever way we read the {7109, we get the same idea of ‘n being all powerful, but still merciful. We
are still in N172 because we sin, but ‘n is always here with us and ready to hear our Nni7'o9n. According to :wx
T MWN, in the name of ]anI' ', we should be saying the thirteen NI everyday in hope that ‘n forgives us, like
the many do in n'79N. We also see the importance of quoting sources. Even though the X111y |aX disagrees
with the D”aw"’s opinion, he still respects whose name he writes in and quotes them, while saying what the
thirteen NITN are. May we be n2IT to disagree respectfully and always remember that ‘n is with us wherever
we are.
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'n’s Eternal Presence
By Lavi Simhi

This weeks NnwN9 is RUN D NWN9. In this nw1D, 78 W' 112 sin by making the golden calf. An important
question arises: why would 78w 12, after seeing and being part of incredible miracles, still turn to idols and
lose hope in'n?

The n'wn9on explain, that 78 w' 12 made the golden calf because of nwn. When nun went up to n
11'0, he didn’t tell 7w 12 how long he would be on '1'0 71 nor when he would come back down. Many days
passed and, as a result of not knowing when nwn would return, 78w 12 panicked and thought that nwn had
died. Other n'wn9n take a different view and blame the sin of the golden calf on the 21 2y, the group of
gentile slaves who joined the Jews during b*¥n nx'x', who were accepted by nwn and joined 78w 12 when
they left Egypt.

17, in contrast to the others n'w1on, lays the blame on 78 w' 112, saying that they knew how long
nwn was going to be gone, but they had miscalculated by a day. Up to the last day, they counted both night
and day but when the last day arrived they only counted half the day, which made them think that nwn was
dead.

Similar to *"wN, the X1TY |aX blames 78! 1. 78 W' 12 wanted a physical body that would have the
spirit of 'n upon it, so they made the golden calf.

The X2 in Naw N>on discusses this question and brings a w1 to try to answer it. The wTn says
that when nwn went up to '2'0 TN, he told 78 w' 12 that at the end of forty days, at the sixth hour, he would
return. At the end of the forty days, the 0w asked 78! 12 where their leader, nwn, was. 78w 12
answered that nwn had gone up to heaven. The |UW then said to them that nwn was dead because nwn
should have returned already since the beginning of the sixth hour had already passed. The 0w proceeded to
show 78 W' 121 an image of nwn’s staff and 78! 12 confirmed that it was nwn'’s staff with Innx. According
to this, the reason why 78 w' 12 made the golden calf was because the time when nwn was supposed to
return had already passed.

The |"anN takes a different approach from all the n'wn9n to answer this question. He says that 12
78w made the golden calf because they wanted a leader and a guide to replace nwn, who had disappeared.

78w 12 failed to keep believing in ‘i and lost all hope. As a result, 78w 12 were severely punished.
May we learn from this nw19 to never lose hope in 'n.
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