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The Everlasting Mercy of ה׳
By Eitan Orkaby

In this week’s ,פרשהתשאכיפרשת , there is a very famous פסוק in which משה asks for mercy from ,ה‘
after ישראלבני sin with the golden calf. “ חֶסֶדורְַבאַפַּיםִאֶרֶךְוחְַנּוּןרַחוּםאֵלה’ה’ויַּקְִרָאעַל-פָּניָוה’ויַּעֲַברֹ
(ל”דiו‘)i”ואֱֶמֶת And ה‘ passed before him and he said ‘ ‘הה compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,

abounding in kindness and faithfulness. משה isn’t trying to get s’ה‘ attention, like by ,אברהם when the ‘ המלאך
stops אברהם from slaughtering ,יצחק so why does משה say s’ה‘ name twice?

iרש”י says, the name ,ה‘ which is used, symbolizes s’ה‘ traits of mercy. The first time it says ,ה‘ it is
referring to s’ה‘ mercy when we sin. The second time is referring to s’ה‘ mercy after we sin and then we do

.תשובה This is from : יזהשנהראש .

In : יזהשנהראש it says, if this were not written in the ,תורה we wouldn’t have been allowed to say it. ה‘
told משה that this is so powerful, anytime ישראלבני are sinning, these words should be said in ,תפלה and ה‘
will forgive us. ה‘ is merciful before we sin, and after we do .תשובה These are two of s’ה‘ attributes.

The רשב”ם says, the way the פסוק should be read, ‘ הויקרא ,u’ה said “… רחוםאלה’ ”. This is being said to

ישראלבני , by ,משה where everyone already knows that what משה says is really from ,ה’ but even so, משה still

says that these words are really what ה’ said. Even more so when teaching, to make sure you say who you

learned the information from.

The עזראאבן says that the פסוק should be read like any other time a name is repeated, with the names

together in one phrase. s’ה’ name, repeated twice, make up the first two of the thirteen מדות of .ה’ This
doesn’t make sense if you read it like the ,רשב”ם because the first time משה is saying who the words are from,

and the second time is saying that ה‘ is the master. Also, it doesn’t add up to thirteen .מדות There is one, the

second time it says ה‘ and eleven after that, equaling 12. All of the thirteen מדות have to do with s’ה‘ מדות in

the good and the bad things that we do.

Whichever way we read the ,פסוק we get the same idea of ה‘ being all powerful, but still merciful. We

are still in גלות because we sin, but ה‘ is always here with us and ready to hear our .תפילות According to ראש:
יזהשנה , in the name of יוחנןר’ , we should be saying the thirteen מדות everyday in hope that ה‘ forgives us, like

the many do in .תפלה We also see the importance of quoting sources. Even though the עזראאבן disagrees

with the s’רשב”ם opinion, he still respects whose name he writes in and quotes them, while saying what the

thirteen מדות are. May we be זוכה to disagree respectfully and always remember that ה‘ is with us wherever

we are.
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s Eternal Presence׳ה׳
By Lavi Simhi

This weeks פרשה is תשאכיפרשת . In this I,פרשה ישראלבני sin by making the golden calf. An important

question arises: why would ישראלבני , after seeing and being part of incredible miracles, still turn to idols and

lose hope in ?ה׳
The מפרשים explain, that ישראלבני made the golden calf because of .משה When משה went up to הר

,סיני he didn’t tell ישראלבני how long he would be on סיניהר nor when he would come back down. Many days

passed and, as a result of not knowing when משה would return, ישראלבני panicked and thought that משה had

died. Other מפרשים take a different view and blame the sin of the golden calf on the רבערב , the group of

gentile slaves who joined the Jews during מצריםיציאת , who were accepted by משה and joined ישראלבני when

they left Egypt.

,רש״י in contrast to the others ,מפרשים lays the blame on ישראלבני , saying that they knew how long

משה was going to be gone, but they had miscalculated by a day. Up to the last day, they counted both night

and day but when the last day arrived they only counted half the day, which made them think that משה was

dead.

Similar to ,רש״י the עזראאבן blames ישראלבני .i ישראלבני wanted a physical body that would have the

spirit of ה׳ upon it, so they made the golden calf.

The גמרא in שבתמסכת discusses this question and brings a מדרש to try to answer it. The מדרש says

that when משה went up to סיניהר , he told ישראלבני that at the end of forty days, at the sixth hour, he would

return. At the end of the forty days, the שטן asked ישראלבני where their leader, ,משה was. ישראלבני
answered that משה had gone up to heaven. The שטן then said to them that משה was dead because משה
should have returned already since the beginning of the sixth hour had already passed. The שטן proceeded to

show ישראלבני an image of s’משה staff and ישראלבני confirmed that it was s’משה staff with .אהרון According
to this, the reason why ישראלבני made the golden calf was because the time when משה was supposed to

return had already passed.

The רמב״ן takes a different approach from all the מפרשים to answer this question. He says that בני
ישראל made the golden calf because they wanted a leader and a guide to replace ,משה who had disappeared.

ישראלבני failed to keep believing in ה׳ and lost all hope. As a result, ישראלבני were severely punished.

May we learn from this פרשה to never lose hope in .ה׳
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