|30 oA N

September 27, 2024

THE PARSHA NEWSLETTER
OF MAIMONIDES SCHOOL

Tom-ovaRs - 7'own HHXR 7'

Struggling With Judaism in the Desert
By Deena Levin 25

Being a Jew in the modern world can be hard. On one
hand, we know that we are obligated to follow the
70 fully. On the other hand, this can be a struggle
when we are so often presented with clashes between
7170 values and the values of the culture around us.

Apparently, according to 0°ar1 nw1y, this is an age-old
struggle. After leaving 00, the new generation of op
SR is reminded of the covenant we have with 7,
that we have to follow for all generations to come.
This is explained by the following pio:
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“You know that we dwelt in the land of o™xn
and we passed through various nations. And you
have seen their detestable things and the
fetishes of wood and stone, silver and gold that
they kept. Lest you have in you, man or woman
or family or tribe, that your hearts are directed
from ‘7 and go worship the nations’ gods, lest
there is within you a stock sprouting poison
weed and wormwood.” (7°-Y'0:0"2 ©™M27)

N recognizes that while YR7W "2 were passing
through the desert, they saw many other cultures who
practically worshiped their material possessions. He
even recognizes that within the group, there would be

some people who quietly picked up those habits and
were beginning to turn away from ‘1. The next 0°ppn
detail the punishments that ‘7 would give anyone who
did follow them and turn away from ‘1. They will be
singled out and destroyed.

When we hear these punishments, they can feel severe
and scary. It’s easy to think that these 0’10 come to
teach us that we must obey or we too will get
punished. This approach isn't always effective, though.
When we look back at a few 0p105, we actually see a
really interesting line:
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“Not with you alone do I make this covenant,
with its sanctions, with both everyone who
stands here today, and everyone who is not here
today” (0”2 ©™17)

»w1 explains that the people who are “not there”
refers to the future generations to come.

It's an interesting thought, to think that even the Jews
who had the privilege to stand before w27 nwn
struggled with some of the same things we do today.
More interesting, though, is to know that despite how
severe the punishments were, we still have a strong
nation standing today. The values of the world around
us, after 3,500 years, have still not wiped us out. And,
as the month of DX comes to a close, we can do
n2wn more sincerely with the knowledge that as long
as we stay true to our Judaism, we are not alone—we
never have been, and never will be.

This issue is sponsored by Jonathan & Sarah Abbett
in memory of Mr. Leslie Uliss 1

Read past issues or sponsor future ones
by visiting abisltorahwordpress.com



https://abisltorah.wordpress.com/

The Selflessness of a Leader
By Yonatan Naggar ‘25

In this week's mwin we are going to be reading
To1-0°2%3. The death of 127 MW occurs at the end of
this week's o, At the beginning of 751 nw o it says
ORI OIOR TERD DATINR AT MY 72, wn
went and said all these things to the people of Israel”
The Ramban says that when nwn finished speaking,
all the people who stood before him returned to their
tents. Why was it necessary for it to be mentioned
that after Twn spoke they all went back to their tents
since it previously said “n "39% 02%2 OV DRl OON
V2 MR DR IR TIDR M aa TR W 0Ty
Mon”, “It is understood that after heading into the
2 they would go away from nwn.” It then says that
mwn went to the camp of the o™ then to the camp
of the 0587w to show them T22. This is similar to
someone who wants to take leave of a friend and is
coming to ask for permission.

The 13920 says that “nwn 727 is saying that mwn was
self-propelled, just like Amram (the father of nwn)
who married Yocheved. Another time the word 7> is
used it has the meaning of a person who is described
acting on their own initiative like it is earlier in the
book of 027, (3:7) where a Jewish idolater had not
been seduced by anyone. After the matter was
concluded between the n™2a of ‘1 and this second
generation of DX "13, many of whom were not born
at the time of 0™¥n NXY, Mwn comforts them before
his upcoming death. He does this so that the joy they
will have with ‘1 after concluding the 11 is not
turned into sorrow and sadness over his impending
death. Being happy for something like being fit to be
part of a ™M1 is something natural. In £ 1N, (2:VNP)
it talks about H®7w "11 rejoicing along with their
relationship with ‘. Being in the presence of ‘1 is an

amazing experience, and so is giving mM111p. We see
this in ©™27, (":772), which is the occasion where the
stones being erected were marked after successfully
crossing the 177

The idea of the 871 2R is that “Mwn 75 means that
mwn went to every tribe telling them that he was
about to die and that they should not fear. He
strengthened them with his words to ywm. It later
says “DMR MI>Mn NnXRY. Meaning that mwn gave each
of the tribes a 1272, Even though the 172 are
recorded later in the book.

The main takeaway from this idea is how great of a
leader and how selfless mwn was. He did not want his
upcoming death to be a distraction for Y& 13, and
was there to comfort them and give them ni>12. He
always made it about the nation even in a time when
it could have been completely about him.
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