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The Influence Our Actions Can Have
By Ethan Ravid

“What you do in life echoes in eternity”. After reading this quote many times | realized how significant
it really is. We see this a lot In this week's nw19. For the first half we talk about the flood that killed everyone
in the world except na, his family, and all the animals he saved. In the second half you have a lot of smaller
stories that lead us to DNaN. After the flood we have this short story with N1 exiting the na'n, and gives a
sacrifice to 'n, and creates a N"2 with ‘N to never flood the world again. There is a 7109 in this week's nw19
that describes this more. > 7109 N 719 says, “7¥41 iNVYN QYD 7201 NNV NANAN 797N NP ’NY7.NAaTA NY |
Narna n'7v”, Noach built an altar for Hashem, and he took from all the pure animals and all the pure birds and
offered burnt offerings on the altar” Why would na give a |77 of animals after he had worked so hard to
protect and save these animals?

YN says, “DNN [ 2NPN7 T XX NYAY nyav 17'8n 0'1D0'7 n7apn "7 niry X7 :anX”, he said: 'n did
not command me to bring in seven of each, for any reason other than making a sacrifice of them. *"wn is
saying that N1 thought the only reason he would have 7 of each pure animal is to give a |]277 to ‘n. This answer,
however, is not perfect as it implies that he did what he wanted and not that there was a reason behind his
actions. If you worked hard to do something, to keep something safe, would you destroy it after you achieved
your goal?

[narr DIaN offers a different opinion. He says, "|T'Va DTX X1QT XNQTN KIN 'N DT XN2TA N1 X1l
N2 N1 TYN'R XIV2AI0T 1N NN 21 IN127 N 2200 ' 12X 17'W1 X127 17'Y 2RI TYT RN [N TIORT
NNQTN XINN 7V 117V V2R 2'ORI DT g1y 75 N1 XDT X' 701 20117, and N built the altar before 'n; that altar
which DTX had built in the time when he was sent away from the | TV |2, and had offered ni1a7 upon it; and
upon it had |'7 and 72N offered their ninanp. But when the waters of the 712an came, it was destroyed, and na
rebuilt it, and he took all clean cattle, and of all clean birds, and sacrificed four upon that altar.”

This answer shows that when we make mistakes or do something we later regret, it leaves marks on
this world. So now let us return to the saying “what you do in life echoes in eternity.” This saying is what the
[Ma1r 0N is referring to. When DX got kicked out of | TV |3, he gave a |]21y7, and it left a mark on the world
and so too, the future. Then when his children gave n11217 to 'n to receive help with growing the land, one got
killed, 72N, and that left a mark on this world. But during the flood that killed so many people, it also
destroyed the Nnatn which erased the mark left by DTX and his children. This natn was used by many people to
do naiwn, and now it was destroyed. However, when Na rebuilt this NN, it reinstated the mark which was
left by past generations. This N2Tn was now serving a new purpose: Making peace between 'n and the present
generation. | hope that from this week’s Nnw19 we can have clarity and make smart choices, knowing that what
we do has an impact and matters in every way.
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The Month Debate

By Nessa Jaffe
This week's Nnw1D, N1 NWID contains the story of the 71an, flood. The story contains lots of numbers

and dates. One of these dates comes from when the 712n started. It says, "&/Tn2a N3 N7 NIY Nixn ¥y Njva
INN9) D'AYWN NN DAY DiNA NY'YN 72 1721 N Di'a UTNY? DI "Wy nyawa wn", In the six hundredth year
of n’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day All the fountains of the
great deep burst apart, and the floodgates of the sky broke open.

Okay great, so which is the second month? You might say, I've been in kindergarten before, | know that
the second month of the year is [lwnn (which would make the day the 71an started two weeks away). You
might also say no, it's 1"'X because in the NN, the first month is |01, so the second month is 1"'X. But the
whole reason that the first month is |01 is that it’s when the Jews left Egypt, D'axn nNX'x' hadn’t happened yet,
so which one is it? A1TV'7X 21 and ywIn' 20 have this same debate in NIwn WX ND0ON. WTY7X 21 says that the
month was |I¥NN and YWIN' 120 says that it was 1''X. Rabbi ywin' says that the first month is |01 because it
says so in the N1IN. NWTY7X 12N says if they had to specify that they should start counting from |0 then it
means that they used to count from something else, like \wn. Both of them think that the first month (mwn
for one and |01 for the other) is the first month from when the world was created, and also the first month
from when the 71an ended and the world was created anew.

They also both agree that since the people changed their actions for the worse, 'n changed the nature
of the world for the worst. For ywin' a0, the way the world was changed is that it doesn’t usually rain in 2"'x,
but in order to punish these people the rain came even in 'K, For 1TY7X 21 it couldn’t be that the rain came
in an unusual time of year because it does rain in [lwnn. So for him what changed? He says that just like the
sins of the people were “scalding hot”, so too the rain was unnaturally hot. From here we learn the principle of
NN 1212 NN, punishments fitting the sin. Despite the fact that the entire generation was killed, 'n still acted
justly in His punishment. May we all refrain from sin in the future, as just as we sin, so too will we be punished.
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