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s’פרעה Flawed Logic
By Binyamin Orkaby

In this weeks פרשה a decree is put out by פרעה that, “ ן רָה֙הַיּלִּ֗וֹדכׇּל־הַבֵּ֣ ֹ֙ הוּהַיאְ תַּשְׁלִיכֻ֔ ” “every male child
which is born” should be thrown into the Nile river. ( א:כבשמות ) This decree was made since, as is made clear
earlier in the story, פרעה was afraid that the ישראלבני would take over his land, for “ ב נּוּועְָצ֖וּםרַ֥ מִמֶּֽ ” “for they
are more numerous than us” נוּ“ ”ונְלְִחַם־בָּ֖ “and they will fight us”. ( א:ט-ישמות ) He, ,פרעה had already forced בני
ישראל into forced labor to try and curb their child growth, but that had not worked as ישראלבני only became
more numerous. Then פרעה tried to have “ ת ֹ֖ תמְילְַּד ֹ֑ הָֽעִבְרִיּ ” “the Jewish midwives” kill the male children as they
were birthed, but that too did not succeed as the Jewish midwives did not listen to פרעה and ישראלבני
continued to multiply “ דויַַּעַֽצְמ֖וּ ֹֽ מְא ”.

,פרעה seeing that these other methods do not lead to ישראלבני becoming any fewer decides to enact
this decree, to throw every male child should be thrown into the Nile. This begs the question as to why did
פרעה specifically choose to get rid of the male children by throwing them into the Nile river, instead of some
other way?

The גמרא on : קאסנהדרין says that פרעה had ,איצטגניני astrologers, people who tried to read the future
based off the stars, who told him that, ” לוקההואבמיםישראלשלשמושיעןראו ”, that they had seen that the
saviour of ישראלבני with water he would be struck. Therefore, פרעה commanded that all the male children
were to be thrown into the Nile river to fulfill what his astrologers had seen in the stars: the savior would be
struck by the water when thrown into the Nile river. However, says the ,גמרא the astrologers had
misinterpreted what they had seen. משה wasn’t to be struck by the Nile river, rather he, ,משה was to be על“

לוקהמריבהמיעסקי ”, struck, punished, because of what had happened at מריבהמי , the story where משה hits
the rock and is forbade entrance to ישראלארץ .

,משה was born and hidden for three months, because of this decree. Finally when his mother, יוכבד
was, ה הַצְּפִינוֹ֒״עוֹד֮״לֹא־יכְָלָ֣ , not able to hide him and longer, she put him into a reed basket, which she then put
into the “ ת רשְׂפַ֥ ֹֽ הַיאְ ” “banks of the Nile”.( ב:גשמות ) Once little משה is placed into the banks of the Nile his
older sister, ,מרים watches over his basket to see what would happen to .משה

פרעהבת then comes down to bathe in the river and she sees the basket. Upon seeing the basket בת
פרעה sends “ הּ ותִַּקָּחֶֽהָאֶת־אֲמָתָ֖ ” “her ’אמתה‘ to get the basket.( ב:השמות )i רש”י gives to translations for the
word .’אמתה‘ The first that it was פרעהבת ’s maid-servant, and the second, which he quotes from יבסוטה , that
her hand stretched out, the far distance, to grab the basket. ,משה once discovered by פרעהבת , is first nursed
by his mother and allowed to grow up, but then brought into the royal palace where he is named משה by בת
פרעה because “ יםִ מְשִׁיתִֽהוּמִן־הַמַּ֖ ” “I drew him from the water”.( ב:ישמות )

Throughout this whole episode there seem to be many ‘coincidences’, chance occurrences, which seem
impossible to have occurred. However, Rav Twersky ז”ל famously said multiple times that there are no
coincidences, as everything happens because of the hand of .ה‘ This teaches us that ה‘ has a hand in
everything and everything happens because ה‘ wants it to. Additionally, we learn from יוכבד when she put
משה in a basket in the Nile to save him that, as long as we do what we can, ה‘ will take us the rest of the way.
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