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How We Serve 'n
By Ariel Jeselsohn

In this week's nw19, XX¥'I NWN9, we learn about the famous dream that 13'ax A7y had, with the angels
going up and down the ladder. After 12'ax aj7y* wakes up from this spiritually uplifting experience, where 'n
speaks to him for the first time in his life, he praises 'n, and builds a naxn, and names the place 78 n'a to
honor 'n. 1'axX 2py* then makes a condition saying that if ‘n will be with him, and give him food, and clothing,
and returns him home safely, then ‘i will be his G-d. At first glance all of this makes perfect sense. 11'ax 2y
just had a dream, where 'n talks to him for the first time in his life, and he is exposed extreme godliness, where
he is promised by 'n that he will have lots of children, so what does 13'aX 27y do next? He praises 'n. All of
this makes perfect sense. However, if we look at the end of 11'fax 2Apy'’s vow, we see something very
interesting. At the end of his vow, 11'ax 2y says that if ‘0 brings him back to his fathers house safely, then 'n
will be his G-d. This statement of 12'ax 2j7y' arouses many questions: Was ‘n not his G-d previously? Does 'n
need to prove Himself in order to be our G-d? Is our belief in G-d conditional? Obviously none of these are
true. So what is going on when 12'ax Apy! says this?

According to *"wN, when 122X 2j7v* says “D'77-X7 *7 'n n'nl”, he’s not subjecting his belief in G-d to a
condition. "wN thinks that 'n being 11'ax Ay"’s G-d is just another component of the condition, similar to that
which 11'ax apy' says “If 'n will be with me”, as opposed to the end result of the condition. Rather, the end
result of the condition is the following {7109: YWY 7 MM WYX 721 D'P7X N2 NN DAY 'ANY WK DIRTD “]ARNI
77 IMWYNR”. According to WM, 11'aX 2pY! is saying that if 'n will be his G-d, then he will make the rock a na¥n
for 'n, and everything 12'ar 2y receives, he will set aside as Y"wyn for 'n. According to *"wN, 11'aX A7V"’s
statement: “D'P7X7 "2 "0 n'l”, is not problematic.

|"anN, however, disagrees with ""wN. |"an" says that “D'7x7 "7 'n n'n1” is not part of the condition,
like "N says. Rather it is a vow, and 12'ax 2y really was subjecting the worship of 'n to his safe return to the
house of his father, 78w' yYaX. According to |”an0, 12'2aX 2y was saying that only if ‘0 returns him home
safely to Israel will he then serve 'n. However, | do not think that according to |”an", 12'aX 2j7Y' was saying that
'N’s existence is dependent on his safe return to Israel. Rather, 11'aX 2j7V' was saying that 'n can only be his
G-d, and that he can only serve 'n at the place of this naxn, in Israel, which will be a D'j717X n'a - House of G-d.
1'aN 27V"'s return to 78w YR will enable him to serve 'n, and actually enable 'n to be 1'ax 2AjpyY's G-d. As a
proof, |"an1 quotes the X n2a in .'7 NIAIND, which talks about 78 W' YR 21w, The X2 there says that it is
better to live in Israel in a city full of idolaters, than in yaX'7 yin in a city full of Jews nnIT 2xw' yaxa 1 Tn 2w~
717N 17 'RY D NI YIRT? NXIN2 TN 7221 017X 17 W' 'd - whoever lives in Israel is like someone who has a
god, and whoever lives outside of Israel is like someone who has no god. The X2 even goes so far as to say
that whoever lives in yaX'7 yIn, it is as if he's n1T nTIAY Ta1y, worships idols. From this X2 that the |7an0
guotes, we see that if someone lives outside of Israel, they have no G-d. When 12'ax apy* said that in order for
N to be his G-d he needs to return to Israel, he was just saying what this X202 is saying. 'n was only able to be
11'aX 2j7V¥’s G-d in Israel, because outside of Israel, it was as if 11'ax 2j7v' had no G-d, so 'n could therefore not
be 11'ax 2j7v*’s G-d outside of Israel. Therefore, 13'aX 2j7y* had to return to Israel in order to serve 'n.

Obviously, the X na in N2> should not be taken 100% literally. 'n is still our G-d, no matter where we
live, and we are able to serve 'n even when we are in NI7a. But | think the point 11'ax 2jy', and the X main
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NIaImd are making, is that we are only able to serve 'n to the fullest extent, if we are serving Him in Israel. The
|”2n7 in his wIN'D on the NN also says that a nixn’s fulfillment is not complete, unless you do that nixn in
78w YR, Of course if we do Niixn in YIX7 yin it is still a great thing, and we still get a reward, but you are
only able to do 100% of the ni¥n if you perform it in Israel. Therefore, may we all be nJIT in the bringing of
n'wn, and may the wTpmn N2 be rebuilt 11'n'a N1NN2, so we can serve ‘N in 78! YK, and fulfill what 27
11'aX yearned for so many years ago.

Self Control
By Binyamin Orkaby

Midway through XXl nwN9, 2y finds himself confronted by 7n1, his wife. She says “D2 *7-n2n
"IN NNN 'X"0OXI” “give me children, and if not | will die.”(X:7 Nn'wX11) This satement of 7N is prefaced with
the 7109 saying “ANNX2 707 NaZRI Aj7Y"7 NT7' N7 12 700 N1 “and 7NN saw that she had birthed 2j7v' no
children, and she was jealous of her siser”. '7n" being jealous of her sister is a rather nonspecific statement.
Why is '7n1 jealous of her sister? Furthermore why is 7N at all jealous? Aren’t 0'j7*T¥ not supposed to be
jealous?

1"y answers all three of these questions with one answer. He says that '7n1 was jealous of her sister’s
good deeds. The tv17 nyn further explains that normally one is not allowed to be jealous, but when the
jealousy is about someone’s religious identity than it is allowed. For example if [2IXY were to see [Iyvnw
learning and be jealous of |IlynW’s learning and because of that jealousy he, |2IXY, would go and learn more,
that would be a positive use of jealousy. So too 7n1 was jealous of NX'7’s good deeds, which, at least to 7n7’s
eyes, was why nX"7 had children and she didn’t.

The n"'nn 1IX asks on the next 7109 when “7N12 AY! QX INY” “Qpy becomes very angry with 7n1”,
what was the reason that 2j7v* got angry? The n'*nin 1IN explains that 2j7v* was angered because 7n1 had
uttered a curse when she had said “2Ix nnn” “or | will die”. For the words of a 71X even in this off hand
manner always come to pass. therefore, says the
D"'NN IR, APy wasn’t by 7n1 so much as for her, as the 7109 says '7n1a which implies for her, rather than at
her. Additionally the n"nin 11X adds that 2j7u' was also angered by the fact that she had said “D'32 '7-nan”
“give me children” rather than "7y 779N, pray for me, as the 7109 says “12IX D'j77-¥ NNNR” “can | take the
place of ‘n?

This interaction between 701 and 2j7v* teaches us the importance of not letting our emotions take
control of our actions. However, it also teaches us that even certain emotions which we generally use with a
negative connotation can be good, if they are had for the right reasons. Additionally we can learn to not be
loose with our tongues and to think about the consequences for our words before we say them. May we be
noIT days of NanNKXI NN happiness and love, where jealousy and anger will have no hold upon us.
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