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The Two Sides of 2py!

By Nessa Jaffe and Avishag Salzman

This week's nw19, n7w, is full of stories, but there is a puzzling part in which aj7y''s name was
changed to 7x .

On the way to 1wy, 2j7v* might have forgotten something so he goes back and checks. At this place, he
fights with an W'R. There are many D'w19n who try to explain who the w'X is, but the most widely used
opinion is that he was the X' of 1wy.

After they fight 2j7v* asks for a nd11, and the 1X7n changes his name to 78 w'. The NWN9 goes on, but
we see that he still gets called apy'. Later in the nw19 we see that ‘n tells Ajpy' he will be named 78 w* again!
And even after that he is still called 2jpy'. When DnnaxX and N got their names changed it stayed changed
for the rest of their lives. Not only this but we are also told that we are not allowed to call them by their old
names. However, even after 2j7V"’s name was changed he’s still, at times, called 2j7v'. In order to know why this
is, we first need to know what 78" means. ""wN explains that the word 27y means tricking, and he got the
n>12 the first time from tricking. But now after living with |27 and doing the niixn his name is 78 w* - which is
like "' - that all the nid>12 he gets now are not from tricking ways - all the ni>72 he gets now are because he
did the nixn.

11190 explains that 78 w* has the word W in it - officer, meaning leader. His original name meant heel,
meaning the bottom. He says the name is like a prophecy for the Jewish people, for them to be leaders when
N'Yn comes.

These two sides to a7y are also displayed in his wives. 7n1 is the wife of 2jy*, his main wife in this
world, while X7 is 78 WY's wife, his wife in the next world. This distinction is also represented in their kids.
The child of 7nn, qor, was very important in N'WX12 190, back when 27y was alive, but his VAW wasn’t
nearly as important as he was, whereas nX?’s children, like '17 or nTIn', for example, weren't nearly as
important in their lifetimes, but their descendants ended up being very important. The children of "7 were the
n"1nd and 0™, fulfilling the spiritual role of the Jews, and nTIN's children ended up being the kings and
leaders of the Jews, and from him, and therefore from nxX%, will the n'wn come.

Every time 2y’ displays leadership or is about to go into a difficult situation, it is like saying that he is
fulfilling the prophecy before his time. 127190 also says that no matter how much the Jews are being
persecuted, they will always be leaders in the end. This relates to this coming holiday, n21an. Even though the
Greeks tried to get rid of us and were harshly persecuting us, we survived and were victorious.

In the merit of 78w, as 78W' 11 in 7RW' YR, may we merit to be saved, and end up being the
leader of the land, and may our destiny of n'wn come, 1" N1nN2.
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The Mystery of the nwan T2

By Arie Kangoun
In this week's nw19, N7w'1 NwND, Apy' struggles with an angel at 7x119. While wrestling the angel,

aj7v''s hip socket got dislocated. Afterwards, 2j7v' names the place 7x119, after which the n1In says, “i7-nr1
DD TY YD 92770 UK AT TATTIN 7RIV ITIRTNT (977 170 WX RID|IRI9TNR 1AW TWXD URdin
VAN T2 2PV 17922 VAl 12 NN, that the sun rose upon 2py! as he left 78119, and he was limping on his
hip, and due to this, the Jewish people may not eat the nwin T'a (Sciatic Nerve), that is on the joint of the hip
to this day, because the nwin 12 of Ay was hurt.(17-27:27 n'wx11) These D'7109 say that due to 2py:
limping on his hip, the Jewish people are not allowed to eat the tendon of an animal's thigh to this day. Why
would 2y hurting his hip, a seemingly mundane event, lead to us not being able to eat this body part for all
of time?

The n”awN and the NI 11D both say that we don't eat the nwan T'ain order to commemorate 2j7v'’s
great heroism. It was to show that our forefather 2j7y* was capable of staying alive while fighting an angel. Due
to this great feat of strength, we don’t eat the nwan 712 out of respect for 2j7v'. However, based on this, why
would we decide not to eat the thigh? It seems even better fitting to commemorate this event by celebrating
the nwan 12! Shouldn't we remember the event by eating the thigh on a special occasion?

11190 offers an alternative interpretation. He says that the thigh is a bland piece of meat and is not
pleasant to eat. From this he concludes that its a lesson to not second guess 'i’s judgment. What he means by
this is that even if we find a commandment that seems insignificant, we as humans should not question it
regardless of whether we prefer something else. This idea of a law we don’t understand is a 71n. Throughout
NN there are numerous examples of laws which are difficult to understand. Therefore, we can learn from
what 111190 says that when we don’t understand why we have a certain nixn, we will remember the nwan 12,
the bland piece of meat which we are not allowed to eat.

We can learn a lesson from each of these explanations. D”awn and the NIw 11521 teach us that we
should always have respect for the great things which our people have done. Each day, we are constantly
commemorating this feat of 27V’ by not eating the nwin T'a, so we should also remember all of the feats of
other great Jews, both in our generation and who have come before us. 111190 teaches us that we should
always trust 'n. Even if a nixn seems like it’s insignificant or unnecessary, it was really put in place for our own
good. By following the niixn, we are able to live long and fulfilling live, with straight morals and a good
lifestyle.
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