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The True Meaning Behind qwn non
By Nathan Weinstock
In this week's nw19, X2 NwNY, the final three Nidn, N2X, JwN and NiNID2 non take place. | wanted to

take a deeper dive specifically into the ndn of YJwNn. When reading the Vw9, it can be easy to understand this
non as normal darkness, like what we see at night time. However, this understanding can stop us from finding
the full value in this ndn, leading me to wonder: What was the true purpose of Jwn ndn and what did ‘n really
mean by “darkness”?.

The D'7109 state that this darkness which ‘N had brought was something that could be touched, and
that it was so dark that the Egyptians could not see nor move because of it. Now *"wn understands this to
mean that this darkness is something much greater than any darkness brought by night. It is more intense and
more black. 111190 expands on this understanding and describes the darkness as unable to interact with light.
The darkness was extra dense and unable to absorb light, where he says that even a flare lit on fire would not
be able to make any difference in the darkness. In the 7109 it says that the Jews were not affected by this
darkness and actually had light in their dwellings. 17Tn deduces from the fact that no specific city was
mentioned where there was no light, while in other nidn it may have mentioned that |wa was affected, that
the Jews had light wherever they went. Anywhere in Egypt, even in the houses of the Egyptians they were able
to see. This helps maximize how great this miracle truly was, because of its subjectivity.

In last week's nw19, KNI WY, WA explains that the reasons the different nidn were sent in this
specific order was because they followed a classic war strategy of the time: First, the opponent poisons the
city’s water supply, then they sounds their trumpets in order to scare the people, then they continue on with
normal war tactics. The blood poisoned their water supply, the frogs croaked loudly, and the next few nion
should be just normal war tactics. Yet, the D'ndn 'Mow discusses why that answer may not be enough for this
non. He explains that plain simple darkness would fit in with the opinion of the war strategy but that doesn’t
explain why ‘N would cause such intense and strong darkness for a simple war. The D'>n 'Now continues to

I”

explain *"wN and says that the reason we had Ywn was because ‘n did not want the Egyptians to see the evil
Jews perish. However, he also teaches us the classic wnTn that the darkness was meant for the Egyptians to
see how righteous the Jews were. The Jews had ample time in the three days of darkness to take everything
from the Egyptians, but they didn’t. This is what made the Jews righteous in the eyes of the Egyptians, which is
why later in the nwN9, the Egyptians lent the Jews whatever they wanted.

This explanation by the Siftei Chachamim teaches us that the best way to achieve your goals is not
through force and cruelty, but through kindness and decency. The Jews didn’t get possessions from the
Egyptians through theft, rather they got their possessions by not stealing from the Egyptians when they were
in a vulnerable position. The Egyptians saw how the Jews were such good people and gave them all of their
possessions willfully. We should always try to be decent human beings, even in times as hard as the Jews

slavery in Egypt.
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The Symbolisms Behind a Sheep Sacrifice
By Binyamin Orkaby

In this weeks nw19, we are given the first collective nixn in the NN, which is “€ix7 D37 NTN WTNN
D'YTN”, in other words the nixn of WTIN WX, Immediately after giving'1a 7w this nixn, nwn and NNk tell
78w 1 that “Na7 Ny NAX N7 Ny UK D710 DT WTN7 Ywya” on the 10th of the month they should
take a lamb one per family, one per house (2:2' Nw). "W explains that the reason the NN says both, one
per family, and one per house, is to show that if there was a large family (meaning the extended family -
grandparents, uncle’s, aunts etc.), each separate household would slaughter a lamb so as to have enough meat
for everyone in each household. However, there is another deeper question in this 7109. Why did it have to be
a Ny, a lamb, that 78 w' 12 slaughtered and not another animal like an ox or a bull?

|”anN explains that there was some sort of spiritual power (in the form of a n70, which is used
synonymously with a nw to mean a young ram, or lamb) the Egyptians believed in, was at the height of its
power during the month of |0'2. Therefore 78 W' 12 were commanded to slaughter the N0, and eat it, to
show that it had no power. This would show that it was not because of this NnO7 nTIaV of the Egyptians that 12
X' were let out of Egypt, but rather because of ‘n. |”anN brings a second opinion from N2 NMw which
says that the sheep was the god of the Egyptians, and so by slaughtering their gods, ‘n showed the Egyptians
that He was able to destroy their gods in the time of their strength. Essentially ‘n was telling "X @' 121 to take
the Egyptian gods and kill them.

The n'miIT? '7M, better known as the the X"1'n, says that 78 w' 12 were supposed to be destroyed
because of their sins, like the Egyptians. Therefore ‘N told 78 w* 12 to bring the Nw as a N19), atonement for
their sins. The X"T'n says that the reason a NnW was used for the N19> of 78 W' 11 was because the X"UN",
numerical value of nw is 305, and the numerical value of N19> is also 305.

The 1910 DNn brings another opinion and says the reason for a NW being brought for the |27 was to
remind us of the NIdT of 7n¥* and 2y with relation to sheep. 2Ajy' for the many sheep that he got from |27,
and nX' who was brought as a a0y by pnx' nT'7v.

YI'n 10 gives an alternative view and says that the reason we slaughtered a lamb and not some other
animal is so that we will see ourselves like sheep and ‘n as our shepherd. From when we began our
relationship with ‘n we were given the concept of “D"27Yn |'2 NWYN "IWN WO NNIPZIA] NYYN TAK W1ON
that day in and day out we must surrender ourselves to ‘n. w1'n 21 than adds that it is not the “Jewish” lamb
who bears the suffering of the world, but rather the the young, perfect little lamb. This expresses the idea of
us, 78" 11 being completely independent, and yet always always young, never growing out of the need for
‘N’s guidance.

We can learn from w1'n 21 that no matter how much we think we’ve grown up, we will always be the
children of ‘n. We may think that we can live independently, completely on our own, but in truth we are like
wandering sheep without ‘n our shepherd. Alone we can’t accomplish much, but under ‘n’s guidance we can
be together as one nation. May we always remember that we are never alone, for ‘i is always there to guide
us even during our hardest days.
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