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The Meaning Behind 2j7v'’s Two Posthumous Instructions
By Ma’ayan Kahan

'N'1 NWI9 outlines the final moments before Aj7y"’s death. The family is at long last reunited in Egypt,
and it is time for Ay to pass on. When 2y realizes his end is near, he meets with q0I' and makes him
promise to not bury him in Egypt, saying, “D'¥N2 1112770 X277 NAXI TON ' TAY N'Yy1”t(0d:mn N'WKXI1), make
me a vow and do not bury me in Egypt. Shortly after 2j7y* makes this request, he decides it’s time to meet with
his sons to say his goodbyes. With every farewell, he provides them with a unique Nn>12. These N> were all
different, and were by no means equal, clearly providing some brothers with the short end of the stick. Some
sons got lengthy blessings spanning several D'j7109, while others received only a few words from their father.
Almost all of the blessings were positive, but 2j7v' singled out [Ilynw and 17 to criticize them for their anger in
their actions against DDW. 2y said that they and their descendants would be scattered. Additionally, qoI* was
the only one whose sons were also able to receive a Nnd12, while the other brothers’ children were never
addressed. Once he finishes giving NId>12, he again provides instruction for after his death, this time going into
a little more detail, as he requests, “'RANN [IN9Y NTYA WX NWANIX 'MIAX™IX 'K 127 "V 90X "X
(v2:0n n'wxN1), saying that he is about to be gathered with his nation and that he should be buried with his
fathers in the fields of |IN9y, i.e. in N795nn Nyn.

Why did 2jy' chose to split his post-mortem instructions into two different parts, and why it is bisected
with these brachas to the D'0aw? After all, isn’t it more effective to convey your wishes in one explicit
statement, rather than say them at different times, while dropping premonitions about the future in between?
Perhaps we can say that aj7y"’s first set of instructions were meant to prepare his children for his death, while
his second set were to prepare his children for a life without him, and ensure that they stay united, regardless
of their different prophecies and life trajectories. To remind them of their differences, 27y’ provided them all
with unique prophecies, while then reuniting them in the end.

2ApVYs first set of instructions is very simple and practical, merely asking to not be buried in a specific
location. ajy* makes qoI* swear to follow this request. By creating such a binding sense of finality, he is
alerting his children that his time is running out in the most simple way possible. 2j7y"'s second set of
instructions, however, are much more elaborate, using much more complicated language and with a detailed
request. Just before the brothers heard these instructions, they had received their prophecies, explicitly
separating them from one another in a way that they hadn’t before. They were likely reeling after hearing all
the different ways their lives would go, with each of them bound to a different path. One can easily imagine
that the brothers weren’t too pleased with one another at the time. If a many-colored coat could whip them
into a murderous frenzy, this polarizing series of prophecies could have an extreme effect. 2j7v"’s second
request comes to soothe the brothers, and remind them that they are at their core, a family. The X2TY |aX
explains that a core tenet of Aj7v"’s second request was that the brothers all travel to bury him together. ""wn
finds interest in the specific word 2j7v' uses in his request, qOX1. He explains that it means to be gathered and
that when used in relation to death, it means the soul is gathered to b'nw. By having the brothers all travel to
bury their father, they are all able to play this vital part in helping to serve their father. Despite the brothers’
many differences from each other, in the end, they are all united under the same banner as 7x ' ny. Today,
all of 78w 775 is different from one another in a myriad of ways, whether it be beliefs, preferences, or
community. Nevertheless, just like the brothers were reminded to put aside their differences for the sake of
their father, so too, we must remember to put aside our differences and unite as a greater and stronger
community, dedicated to creating a better world for each other and for serving ‘n.
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Were All of 2j7v"’s Blessings Really Blessings?
By Aaron Banks

The definition of a ndMa is a blessing, or thanksgiving, portraying good fortune, and/or a happy fate for
the recipient. 'n'1 N9 is a NWNO full of NI>12: a NdYA for each and every child of Apy* as well as his
grandchildren. To the average observer these blessings would seem to be just that: a blessing. However, as we
take a closer look at the translations/meanings behind a few of the individual nd>12’s given by 2y to his
children; the nd>12’s begin to look more like insults.

One of these examples is the Nd72 of |T:t“wN2 |T-'n'” Dan will be a serpent (1':0n). In Judaism and
many other religions, a serpent is considered to be a trickster or sneakster. The snake is typically associated
with the story of the snake telling DTX and nin to eat from the nyTn yv. Additionally a snake is disliked by a
majority of the world's population, leaving us with a burning question. If a snake is so widely hated, why is |T,
one of the 12 sons of Appy', blessed to be a snake!? The answer to this question lies in the descendents of |T:
the judges of Israel. The 7109 states that “iny |'T' |77, that | T will judge his people. Judges need to be crafty
and smart in order to discern all information relevant to the trial. This perfectly relates to a serpent which is
called the “cleverest of all animals" in N*'wUXY2 NWNY; a fitting title for the tribe of judges.

An additional example of a more-insult-than-blessing N>12 is the N>12 given to NdwWW! DWW is
compared to a “0D72 1N”, a donkey. Once again this raises a big question with this 7109: how can the tribe
associated with NN learning be compared to a donkey - one of the lowliest of animals? The answer to this
lies in the comparison of a donkey and a horse, and how each animal rests after their work is done. By a horse,
the rider needs to remove all the saddlebags and the gear in order for the horse to relax. However, with the
donkey, it needs only a quiet place to rest, and it can still rest fully geared up. This applies to our vacations as
well, with regards to learning n1In. When you take a rest or go on vacation, you should still remember to keep
your NMIIN values and continue your NN learning, like the donkey who keeps its gear on its back; not like the
horse who loses everything.

A great life lesson we can learn from these two nid>71a is that there are multiple ways of looking at
certain events in our daily lives. You can either interpret it as a negative event just like with |Tand "dww'’s
nNdM1’s, but you can also look at it from a positive perspective: that ‘n did this for a reason which we may not
always be able to see or even understand. May we all be able to see the positive in everything that happens to
us in our lives.

Parsha Question of the Week

Q: Who is the only brother to never get a N> for specifically for himself or his family, neither in 'n't nw19 nor
in NDIQN NXTI NWN9?

A: lyny



The Blindness of Yaakov and Its Nature
By Ephraim Fischer

In this week’s NnwN9, we see A7V! blessing the children of qoI'. When qol' introduces them to apy?, he
initially doesn’t recognize them The {2109 says, “N7X™"M MKX*1 QQI* 1A NIX 7KW K1Y, that 78w saw the sons
of qoI' and asked who they were. Right after this 7109, the NN mentions the sight of ajy!, that, “2x1w! 11y)
NiXY7 724" N7 |7 172", his eyes were heavy from his old age, so he couldn’t see. It seems from this 7109 that
the reason why 27y didn’t recognize the sons of 0OI' was because he couldn’t see. However, if this is the case,
then shouldn’t the 7109 about 2aj7y¥’s eyesight come before this 7109 about 2Ajpy* not recognizing qoI''s
children? Why did the n1In place the justification for Ajy¥’s actions after his actions themselves?

"y comments on this that Ay didn’t really mean to ask who they were. When 2j7y' saw them, he
knew that they were the sons of qoI', and he wanted to bless them. However, the n1'ow moved away from
them because nya1' and ARNKN, two bad kings, would eventually come from 09K, and Xin' and his children,
more bad kings, would come from nwan. " says that when 2jy! said “n'7X 'M”, what he meant was, “Where
did these people come from, as they are not fit to receive a blessing!”. According to '""wn, what aj7v! is saying is
that he almost doesn’t even recognize them. He saw that their children would become very bad people, and
he felt as if he didn’t even know them anymore, which is why he asked who they were. One question that can
be asked on this is, why did the n1'ow only go away from nwan and nMo9X? Didn’t bad people come from all of
the 0'vav, such as nwn the king, and his son, [INX, came from NTIN'! X111VYQN N*TAIY 21 answers this by
saying that the nidT of A7y only guarded over his own children. When he wanted to bless his own children, his
nT kept the N1'Dw from departing. However, when he was blessing his grandchildren, his N>t didn’t guard
them from the n1'Dw departing due to their descendants.

177X "Wy ywInt 21 provides a different view. He states that (n:nn N'wX12 ,[Nd NIVIYY), DN 1220 said
that a7y saw the image of a person but didn’t know who it was. This still doesn’t answer our question, so 21
177X provides an explanation on this. The (2 N> XnI') X7na says that when the word “|j1” is mentioned, it
means that one learned n1In when they were old. When 27y' was old, he learned n1In, as our {7109 says,
“IiTn 1722 7RW 1Y), that the eyes of A7y were heavy from his old age. However, the {7109 also says that
Ay was “nikTe 71' X771 s this 2109 saying that he was learning, or is it saying that he was blind? The answer
that 17Tk 21 gives explains why the D'j7109 are in the order that they are. When the {7109 says that 2j7v"
couldn’t recognize the children of qor, it’s going to show that 27y’ only saw the vague image of a person, but
couldn’t recognize who it was. This 7109 is the {7109 that really says that 2j7y' couldn’t see very well. The {7109
of “|piTn 1122 7XYW' '1'y1” is saying that Aj7y' was learning. However, the question still remains on why the
7109 says that ajpy* couldn’t see! The answer to this question is that he became blind because he learned so
intently. The X”20" on the X2 we just learned explains that it’s not because of his old age that aj7y' became
blind, rather it’s because he learned so much that he stressed his body too much. The X”20" explains that
learning so hard has a physical toll. The 7109 is saying that he was blind, not to disgrace 2y, but to praise him
for his learning. Therefore, the fact that 2y is blind fits in with the 7109 explaining that he learned in his old
age.

This explanation teaches us a valuable lesson: We shouldn’t judge someone based on their physical
capabilities. When the n1In was calling 27y blind, it was actually praising Apy: for his great learning, not
disgracing him for his blindness. To bring another example from blindness, throughout the TiIn'7n and wnTn, a
blind person is often called a “1n1 '20”, literally meaning “enough light”. While this may seem like a normal
euphemism for blindness, the (T:T2 12Tn2) V7' *72 says that a blind person is called a 11na 'A0 because when
they lose their vision, their other senses are amplified. Therefore, through these other senses he becomes
enlightened enough that he has “enough light”. In our case, Aj7y* had “enough light” because he was
enlightened through his intense learning. While we may be inclined to judge somebody based on one of their
physical traits, we should hesitate to do so, as we don’t know what they have inside.



D'ON’s Superiority over nwn
By Sam Goldberg
This week’s nwN9 is 'n'l nWN9. The NW9 begins with the fact that 2y’ has dwelled in the land of

Egypt for seventeen years, and has grown old living there. 27y’ requests from qoiI' that once he dies, he will be
buried in [V12 YaX in N'793n0 Nyn. qoI* realizes that apy' is growing old and brings his sons to a7y for a
nNd12. When 2j7v! realizes qoI' is coming he sits up in bed and gathers his strength. qoI' explains that he has
brought his sons D"19X and nwan. 2py' asks qolI' to bring them forth so he can give them a nd>1a. apy! places
his hands on D"9X and nwan according to their ages, with nwan under the right hand, as he was older, and
D"9X under the left hand as he was the younger one. Just as Aj7v' is about to bless the two children, he
switches his hands and places his left hand on nwan and his right hand on D"9KX. qoI' attempts to switch the
hands back to the ‘correct’ order, but aj7v* stops him, saying that the younger son shall be greater than the
older son, and he will have many descendants.

What does 2j7y' mean by this? '"wN states that this means that in the future, from D9 shall come
VWIN' to lead us into 78 W' and teach us NN, The nMIVN 72 further proves this by using NN, as the
phrase X'7n n'n' W71 adds to the same as yWIN'. K11V |aX explains that 09X shall have many nations
descend from him, making D"9X greater than nwan. After this, 2jy* continues and says that in future
generations, people will bless that their offspring should be like D"19x and nwan. "wA states that when one
wishes to bless his son a man will say to his son, “ NN DM9NI D'AZX AW ‘N make thee as DMOX and as
nw. This is the blessing given every friday night by parents to bless their children.

From this, we learn that the person who is currently at the top will not always be the best, and that we
do not know our true potential. NwIn was supposed to receive the better nd12 because he was the N1D2, but
because he would not be as great as D"9K, the hands were switched. We do not know who will be the
greatest from us, so may we all strive to be the best version of ourselves possible and be able to reach our full
potential.

A Note From The Editors
We have just reached an amazing milestone. It’s an incredible achievement to have students reading and
writing NN NQT every week, not because they have to, but because they want to. For all of n'wx12 190, we
have published NN 70'2 X every week. Whether there be school or break, students have stepped up to write
NN M2T, and we are making a huge achievement by learning nnw? n1in every week. We have published
double the nNIM N1 we usually do to celebrate this milestone we have achieved. May we keep publishing X
NN 70" and learning w7 NN for the rest of this year and for years to come.
Your Editors,
Binyamin and Ephraim
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