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The Importance of Having Children
By Ariel Jeselsohn

In XX'1 MWD, ApY' marries 7N after working for fourteen years to marry her, and her sister 2y
nNXY7. loved 7n1 much more than nXY, so in order to make her feel better, Hashem opened nX'7?’s womb, and
she give birth to four children. However, 7n1 remained barren, and could not give birth.

When 7n1 saw that X7 was giving birth to so many children, but she could not, she became jealous of
NXY?. "W on this passuk says that 7n1 was not jealous of the fact that nX'7 was able to have children, and she
was not. Rather, '7n1 was jealous of NX"?’s righteousness. When '7n1 saw that nX'? had children, she realized
that it was because nX'? was more righteous than her. According to the n21 N'wXN2, she said to herself: if NXY?
is having children and | am not, it must be because she is more worthy than | am. *"w1’s reasoning behind this
is that 7N was too much of a npTX to be jealous of NX'7?’s good fortune. Rather, she had to have been jealous
of NX"%7’s righteousness.

In that same {2109, 7NN tells Aj7y! to pray for her to have children, “'23x NN |'X~DXI D2 '77N2N” give me
children or | will die . A question we have on this 7109 is: what does 701 mean when she says that she will die?
1" says that from this 7109, we learn that someone who has no children is considered like one who is dead.
The :T0 9T D"T1 XA quotes a XN that says: “D'2 17 'RW I XNIOI YIIXAI Y NN [FAIWN nyaIX”- There
are four people who are considered dead: A poor person, a person with Ny1y, a blind person, and someone
with no children. The X2 proves this by quoting 701 from our NnwN9. As 7N said that unless she was given
children she would die, rather than saying | will die.

The n"IX 1A says that life is like a “D'"N 0'n X2~ - a well of living water. Life is called this, for it is always
flowing, and springing forth just like water. Just as a well of living water has no end, and continuously springs
forth water, so too life has no end, as more people keep being brought forth into the world with every birth.
However, death is the opposite of this idea. When someone has no children it is the end of their family line,
and they are considered dead. Whereas on the other hand, someone who has children, and is like a ' 82"
~n'n, which is always flowing, is called alive. When 7n1 said that she was dead, she was referring to the fact
that she was unlike a “D"'n o' X2”, as she was not springing forth any children. 7n1 saw that by not being
able to give birth she would have no legacy.

"Y1 and the n"™IX N1A both stress the importance of having children, and continuing ones family line. So
much so, that you are even considered dead as long as you have no children. ‘n commanded all of us in the
nixn of N*a71 n"M9. We are all commanded to get married, and have children. May we all be like a o' X2
0''n, and be NdIT in having many children and great offspring who will continue our legacy.
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The Hidden Meaning behind 2j7y"’s Blessing to Receive 78! YN
By Ephraim Fischer

In the beginning of this week’s nw19, the n1In describes Ajy*’s dream in which ‘n comes to him. ‘n
tells him that “QuIT'% NNX 27 D'V 2DYU NAX WK YIRD 7RY! '77-K1 'IX DN 77-% ‘D N’ that | am ‘D, the
God of your father, DnNNaKX, and the God of 7ny!, the land which you are laying upon | will give to you and your
ancestors. There is one problem that immediately jumps out of the 7109: Why is only bDnnax described as
1j7v¥’s father? Shouldn’t 7nx, the real father of aj7y* be described as his father rather than nnNax? It should at
least say “PNx'1 DNN2X 'NIAN '27-R”, the God of your fathers, nn1aX and j7nx!!

In the 72T 7y, the 2”'¥1 brings up that in Ny, it is explained that “DnNaN '77-X” represents the
jurisdiction of protecting the Jews from enemies, and “pnx' '7'7-X” represents the jurisdiction of giving the
Jews success. The reason that it says “'ax DRI '77-§” and only “pny! '77-X” is because now that apy! is
going into exile, he needs protection more than ever. While he was in 78w, he had significant protection
from the other nations, but now that he is going into exile, into DX, his greatest need is protection, which is
why DNN2N is the one emphasized as 2j7v'’s father. The 2”'¥1 continues on and says that nowadays, when we
are in NI7a, we are in danger from all the other nations. In NI73, we need protection more than ever, just like
1j?V' needed protection from all of the other nations.

What’s even more interesting is the next part of this 7109. ’n tells 2j7u* that “Q*™y 210W NAK WK YIRD
OTH NNNAX 777, that the land which you are laying on, | will give to you and your ancestors. This blessing is
far deeper than it seems. One can ask on this that 2j7y* was only laying on a small portion of land! Is ‘n really
only offering 2j7y' this small plot for his descendants? The (:X¥ |"71n) X2 derives from this that the greatness
of this Nd>12 is that ‘N “folded up the entire land of 78w and placed it under 2y’ so that it would be easy
for his children to conquer. This is telling us that this nd12 is saying that not only will ‘n give us 78 W' YK, but
He will also make it easy for us to conquer. This is opposed to the previous Ni>121 that were given to our
forefathers, as by DnaK, ‘N only says “NXTN YIXD™NIN AN qU1T7, to your descendants | will give this land,
and to Ny, ‘N only says “ZX0 NYIXN™72"NX [AX JYUIT7 77197, to you and your descendants | will give this
land. The 2”7nn noticed this difference, as he wrote (NITaX 'WIT'N ,0W) that 78w yIX was folded under apy!
for his blessing, but not for any of the other forefathers, because had it been folded for any of our previous
forefathers, they would have had control over the full land of Israel. This would mean that either 7xynw! or
1wy would have partial control over the land of Israel, which isn’t what ‘n wanted. 2j7y’s descendants were all
pure, therefore he was fit to conquer the whole of 78! yaX. This 7”7nn brings us back to the beginning of
the 7109, where 27y* was given protection. DN12aX and 7NX* were not going to conquer 7XW! YA, so they
were blessed normally. As Aj7u*’s descendants were the generation that would conquer 78w YAK, him and his
descendants needed protection more than ever. With all of the other nations of |y1D yAX residing there, 2j7y!
would need to be protected from them. As a final thought on this Xna, the protection that ‘n gave 27y could
be what was referenced in the Xna as having made 2j7y*’s conquering of 78w yIX easier. With protection,
defeating all of the other nations would be far easier.

As the descendants of aj7y!, we are the generation that will eventually rebuild 78w yax and come
out of NI7a. However, if we want to have the same ease given to 2j7v*, we must uphold our end of the promise:
To keep the n1In and nixn. As a holy nation, we have a responsibility to keep ‘n among us, and if we do, we
will eventually be redeemed back into 78w YIX. Right now, we are in a great exile, scattered across all
corners of the earth, but if we keep the Torah and Mitzvot, our exile will lessen, as 2*7Xjn j7nNx' 21 used to say,
“IVIya ay0ayl N1DY T ART UIKRIL,VIIYA 01N VYW NIZA YT V7RI, our exile wouldn’t be so great if only the
N1'OW were closer. May we all be nJIT to see N'wn come soon, and to fulfill 2y "’s promise of settling yaIx
M2 NNNIRYY,



