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The Meaning Behind the Two Names of apy!
By Avi Abbett

One of the most dramatic moments in this week's nw19 is when the brothers return to tell their father 2j7y* that
qor, their long-lost brother and son, is still alive and is the viceroy of Egypt. qoI' was 2j7y"’s favorite son, and all this time
1j7v' was lead to believe that qoI' was dead.

The NN describes that after 27y saw the royal Egyptian wagons and after the brothers told him all that had
happened: NiNX DIV ,AXIRI NI ;N LA QOI-TIV 20 7KW NN .DDRAXR APY! Y ,'NALL “The spirit of 2py* was
brought back to life and 78w said How incredible! My son qol' is still alive. | shall go and see him before | die." The NN
switches from calling him 2j7v' to 78 w'. Both of these were his names, why does the n1In switch between these two
names? What is the difference between the two names? What does each mean? And why does 2py* have two names at
all?

The name 2py' comes from his birth, when 2j7v* came out second and was grasping the heal (Qj7y in Hebrew) of
his older brother 1wy. Accordingly, 2j7v* means: the one who will never give up and has the determination to fight even
when he is at the bottom. In contrast, 7X¥' means the victorious one, as it comes from the root "W, which means a
prince or ruler. The NN says that 2Ajy' received this name when he defeated the angel, who blessed him that from then
on, he would have the name 73111 D'¢jax~DYI D-778"DY NY™' 78w “for you strove with men and angels and you
were victorious.”

The two names, 2j7V' and 7, have another set of opposite meanings. 27V can also mean twisted or crooked,
and thus 27y means someone who can act with cunning and even trickery in murky and confusing situations. After 1wy
realizes that 27y’ had tricked their father to get the firstborn blessing, he exclaims “nr 12y Aj7y! iNY X370
D'y9”"Now | know why he is called ajy', for he has tricked me twice." The name 7Nw' also has a second meaning. As a
conjunction of the two words 7-X "', which Could either mean: 'n is straight and upright or the straight and upright one
of 'n. Thus 78w, the opposite of the bent and tricky aj7v', represents someone who acts honestly and who sees 'n’s
plan in a clear and straightforward way.

This explains why the {7109 uses both names. As long as aj7y* thought that oI' was dead, he was sad, depressed,
and worried that the family mission was a failure. He felt like he was on the bottom, struggling with the difficult
challenge 'n had sent him. But when he hears that qol' is alive, viceroy of Egypt, and that this will be their salvation from
the famine, he sees how everything fits together. Thus, Ay is at a high point in his life so the second half of the 7109
uses the name W',

This interchanging of names continues throughout the nwno. The NIN continues to refer to him as 78! as it
says , MW Vo'l — and IRW! traveled, but he first stops in yaw X2 and offers sacrifices to 'n. There 'n ‘turns’ to 78 w"
and says “Apy' ,Apyr " Why is 'n calling him 2py', when he otherwise seems to be at a high point in his life? 'n tells him,
DY JR'UX 7T 12771 Nptyn NN K1'MT7R “Do not be afraid, for you are going down to Egypt, but there you will
become a great nation, and | will eventually bring you back to the Land.” Here the n1In refers to him again as apy':t
“YaY IXan ,ApY! DP'1” and ApY' got up from Yaw XA,

The switch occurred because, although aj7y' was happy to be reunited with qor, it is here that he realizes that
going down to Egypt will be the beginning of the painful slavery that 'n had prophesized to bnnaX. Aj7v* is suddenly
afraid, and once again is struggling with a frightening situation, but 'n tells him not to be afraid because he still has the
“aApy” power and can make it through this challenge as he made it through the others.

So apy* was both full of joy and worry to go down to Egypt. On a personal level, there was nothing that would
make him happier than to once again see his beloved son qolI'. At the same time, part of him realizes that future
generations have darkness on the horizon and he is playing a part on bringing this on. These feelings don't cancel each
other out. They are both there; he is both aj7y' and 7xw.

The NNIN continues to alternate between these two names. When 2y and qolI' actually meet it is a joyous
moment. They hug and weep. The NN says: 7KW — DY9ND NDINX,Qi'-7% 78I 1NYI said to qoI' “Now | can die,” his
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life is complete; he has nothing else to ask for. This was about his personal life and relationship with qor', and in that
moment he was filled with joy, thanksgiving, and at a high point, therefore the n1In refers to him as 7xw'.

However, later qolI' introduces his father to ny19 and in this scene, everything suddenly turns very pessimistic.
D'V VYN "MAN Y M ,NVI9-7X ,APY MR — "And 2pv* said to nY1D ‘my years have been few and bad.’” Fitting with
this negative mood he is called aj7v, as he understood he was standing before ny19, under his authority, and as a guest
in his land, representing the beginning of the Jewish people's wandering and slavery. In that moment he was filled with
worry and fear, facing a new challenge and was thus once again 2j7v'.

One important lessons to be learned from apy*‘s two names is that the niax and NniNnX were so great that they
did not think only of themselves but also always thought in terms of their immediate family and the entire Jewish
people. If 2py! only thought of himself he would be ecstatic with no reason to worry. He would live once again with his
favorite son in wealth and comfort in Egypt. But 27! did not only think of himself and his personal life. He thought of his
children and grandchildren and the future Jewish people. He also had on his mind ‘n promises to DN1aX and continuing
his ancestors’ mission. And this all left him worried and fearful about Egypt and what it would mean for the Jewish
people. With ‘n guidance, may we all be ndIT to deal with the challenges like 2j7v* and to live with joy like 78w,

The Tremendous DXI QX TIAD of Apy!
By Binyamin Orkaby

In wan nwID, Ay and his family go down to 0Mi¥n to see qolI'. On his way, Ay* gives PNY' AN 'P-7K7 D'HAT -
sacrifices to the G-d of his father pnx'. This seems strange for why is the n1In specifically stating 7nx*'s name when
refering to ‘n? Why not just say I'ax '7-7X7?

"'y on this 7109 says that the reason why only pnx¥s name is used is because it is more important for one to
honor his parents than his elders. |"ann, however, thinks that this answer of '"wA's is insufficient to fully answer the
question. The NN could have just said I'NIAx '7-78Y, that 2Ajpv! sacrificed to the G-d of his forefathers without having to
specify a single person. Furthermore, ["an1 quotes apy* in 'N'I NW1D when he gives the N212 to qoI* and uses both of his
forefathers names as it says PNX'l DNNAX 11197 'MNIAX 1D70NN WK D'P-7XN. Also in 2pyYs n'7'9n to ‘N in 7w NWND he
mentioned both of his forefathers Ny 'aN '7-7X1 DX AN 17-7X. The |”anN adds that the NN could have said ‘nari
N7 0'NQT as he brings down from when DnNaX in 17 17 w9 builds a N2t and the NN says ‘n'7 Nt [2'1. The |"ann
answers that the reason for only 7nx"s name being mentioned in this 7109 was that a7y was specifically afraid of the
slavery that was to befall his nation in D" ¥n. Thus, 2jy' offered N2y in the name of his father ny', so as to appeal to
‘N’s |'TN NN, the attribute of justice, most closely related to his father znx.

D”awN gives another answer and says that the reason only 7nx¥s name is mentioned is for the fact that pnx* had
brought D'NaT in Yaw X2, so too Ay' also brought n'nat in yaw X1, following the precedence of his father. The 72
2j7' says that the reason only 7nx"s name is used was because 2j7y* wanted to make up for not having been able to do
AN T1Ia'D for more than twenty years.

1M190 gives a wonderful opinion as he says that the reason for the nIN’s usage of specifically 7nx* is to remind
us that 7n¥' had not been allowed to leave 78 W' YAX nor go down to D'¥n during the previous famine. Therefore, 27!
was asking ‘n for permission to go down to n"xn, contradicting the commandment given to his father znx'. This
explains why ‘N responds to 2j7v! reassures him that He will be with him and will protect him in b"¥n.

We can learn from 2py* the importance of oXI aX T1A'. Until his final days Ay was haunted by his
more than twenty year absence from his father. With this dedication and connection to his father, even after pnx* had
died, shows how important DXI X TIQ'D was to 2pV'. Every time we have the opportunity to honor our parents we
should take action and not lose out on the opportunity to fulfill this nixn. May we all be ndIT to 0'aY 02w and many
years of giving D'TIA'D to our parents.
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