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The Symbolisms of the n1In Being Given in the Desert
By Binyamin Orkaby

In NN' NW19 we are given the NiN2Th NYwWY. These Ten Commandments can be divided into two sets
of five, the first five being DIPN? DTX |'2 Nil¥n, commandments between man and ‘N, and the second five
being N2aN7 DX |'2 NIIXxn, commandments between man and his fellows. The only one which seems to be on
the wrong side is DOXI AKX TIA', honoring one's parents. This NiIXn is between people, so shouldn’t it be on the
side of the niNI? with the nixn that are Nan%? oTx "2?

One explanation is that ‘n is like our father, and often throughout 7”11 is described as our father.
Therefore, it would make sense to have DXI aX TIa" included on the same side of the niniI7 as the niixn which
are DIN"7 DX |'2. The TVI7 Dyn explains that we can actually learn a valuable lesson from the fact that T2
DNI AN is placed on the same side as the niixn which are nDI7n? DX |'a. He says that we can learn from the
previous four NINQT, where we are taught to honor ‘N, that we should also honor our parents.

However, before we go any deeper let us take a step back and ask the question: why was the n1In
given in the desert? The TVI7 Dyn brings down that the nIN was given in the desert because in the desert,
there is no ownership, and everything is \79n. So too, the NN is 1790 and anyone who wants it come come
and learn from it. This also explains why the nNIn wasn’t given in 78 W' YK, as if it was, all the n'vaw would
have argued and used the fact that the n1In was given in their portion to show that they had a greater claim to
the NN than all of the other n'VawW. Therefore, by giving the NN in the desert it would take away a
possibility for debate and allow for there to be peace among people, as everyone would have equal claim to
the "IN (2:0,78ynNY' 2T XN7ON).

The V17 Dyn says that there is another thing that we can learn from the n1In being given in the desert.
He says that a person should be 1j7'7n2 N, happy with what they have, and shouldn’t run after possessions
to no end. Rather, one should think of himself as a man in the desert who only thinks about the things which
are the most valuable and nothing more. Another image the desert represents, says the TvI7 nyn, is that of
something which has no end. As such, the nIn has no specified length, no beginning and no end
(av1 ™ ,ivnw o'

The NN being given in the desert teaches us the limitlessness of the NN and the fact that it is for
anyone and everyone, not just specific people. We can also learn from the fact that the n1In wasn’t given in
78 W' YK the importance of having peace between people. This also teaches to have proper respect for one
another, and to not try to put oneself above another. We must always remember that our Father is up in o'nw
looking down upon us, so as to remind us that there is always someone who is greater than us in the world. So
too we should remember that our parents are the ones who brought into this world, with the help of ‘n, and
to show them the proper TI12D that they deserve. May we all be n2It to learn Nn1IN and benefit from the it’s
infinite wellspring of knowledge, and to always remember to properly honor and respect our parents.
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