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What Day is np1aw On?
By Nessa Jaffe 27

We all celebrate nip1w as the holiday on which the
7N was given. However, the 1710 never actually
says that mwiaw is the day that the 70 was given,
nor does it say the date that the 77N was given at
all. In fact, there is actually a debate in the &3
about which date the 77 was given on. The only
information we get about the dates surrounding
the giving of the 7N is in R:™ MNW, where it says:
‘TR DY2 DN¥N PIRD DRI nRY) Whuin wina
7D 73R IRD” “In the third month from when the
Jews left the land of Egypt ()v0), on this day
(beginning of the month), they came to the desert
of 10" Everyone agrees that the 770 was given on
naw, but what they do not agree on is which day of
the week WTIN WX was. 0 27 (:18 NAWw) thinks that
WM WK was on the first day of the week (Sunday),
whereas the sages think that wmin WK was on the
second day of the week (Monday).

Between wWTin WX and the giving of the mn, nwn
goes up and down the mountain a few times. *v"
says that every time mwn went up to the mountain
it was early in the morning. This means that every
time he went up the mountain it was a new day.
Therefore, both the sages and >0 *37 agree that
mwn went up the mountain for the first time on the
second day of the month, and went up the second
time on the third day of the month. This means
that the fourth day was when mwn went up for the
third time and commanded the Jews ‘D0 DpWIN

q0mY “to prepare themselves today and tomorrow”
(:0” nnW), in order to be ready for the third day
(on which the mmn would be given). Since this
commandment was given on the fourth day of the
month this means that the third day would be the
sixth day of the month. The only problem is that
according to 0¥ 17, the NN was given on the
seventh day of the month, so how does this make
sense? "D "27 says that mwn decided to add a third
day of getting ready, and Hashem agreed.

The omnaR pn thinks that we follow *0Y *27 and say
that the 17N was given on the 7th day of the
month, but this poses a question. If the 7N was
given on the 7th day of 0 then why do we
celebrate NW12W as on the 6th, and refer to it as 07
10NN 10N, the time when we received the mn? The
D77AR Pn has a really interesting answer. He says
that this is a hint to the second day of 2w oy in the
diaspora. Outside of DR YR we keep two days of
2w o7, and this means that our NW1AW is on both
the 6th day of the month and the 7th day of the
month!

When commenting on what “mi] 02" means in
R oD, MW asks an interesting question. If “Dya
M0 just means WM WX then why say “nin oP2” at
all, why not just say wnn wxA, or the first of the
month. ”W7 answers that when we learn 1m0 we
should always feel as if it was given on this day, we
should feel every single day as though it is
something new.
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The Essence of nwyhaw
By Ariel Jesselsohn ‘26

When the nn describes mpawn am in R nWIa,
the only time it mentions a date it says the
following: “rm WIp~RIpp 10 OPD DR¥pa ODRI
D2 0AYINT23 O R WPD R 1Y NaNpn™3 0o
02°037Y” “and you shall call on this very day, it
shall be a holy occasion for you, all work you
shall not do, this is a law forever, in all your
dwellings, for generations” (X’2:3’2 KR3p"). No
specific day for celebration is mentioned by
nwiaw; the only information we get is “Dn oxpa
" “on this very day” The holiday of nwiw is
unique in this sense, in that with regard to all the
other holidays, the 7 lists a specific date. moa
is to be celebrated on the 15th of the first month
(Jo7), Mo on the 15th of the seventh month
("wn), etc. However, N1AW is not given any date.
But we know that nWaw is always on the 6th of
"D, so why did the 170 not say this outright?
The oDwian try to this
discrepancy.

answer explain

M1 gives a technical and 1257 based answer.
On the oo above, "1p7n explains that if the N
had given us a set date for npaw, we would not
count the 49 days leading up to nw1w, which are
partly to know when to celebrate nwaw; instead
we would just rely on the date given to us and
celebrate n2w when that day comes. However,
I0WN NPED is an essential part to the holiday of
MW and it is an important MM in and of
itself. Therefore, if we were to be lazy with the

counting and simply rely on the date given to us,
it would be terrible. Hashem knew the negative
effects of placing the date of np1aw in the 7N
so He decided to omit it.

The 2p° *53, Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz,
asks a similar question to the one above. He asks
the following: if the main purpose of NWAW is to
celebrate 770 3n, why does the mmn not
mention 7N N at all when describing the
holiday of nmp1w? The 7> *53 presents a deep
and quite didactic explanation. He answers that
Hashem did not want to characterize nN}w as
the day the n7in was given because that would
have wrongly given mn jnn the reputation of a
simply a historical event. This explanation can
likewise be extended to the first question put
forward: Hashem did not want to give the
holiday of mp1aw a specific date because that
would have limited 70 jon to a day on the
calendar that happened many years ago, but we
still commemorate it today. According to the "2
97 that is not all what 70 jon is about. Every
day when one learns 0, one comes up with so
many new insights and has new realizations that
it is as though the mn was given to them at that
very moment. The X3 in 73 217 says that 1
is compared to figs because just as when one eats
figs they discover a new sweet taste each time, so
too when one learns 1N they find something
sweet and new. Furthermore, when one learns
170 they should feel so much joy as if the 77 is
a brand new gift. Whenever one opens a 190 they
are experiencing 7N 0N in the same way our
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ancestors did at 0 97 millennials ago.
Therefore, it is not fit to constrict 7N N to a
day in history because that is not the truth. This
idea is also found in one of w7's comments by
pnw. In the second paragraph of ynw we say:
“DPT 2NR TR PN TR NignTOR wnvin phyor”
“if you listen to My commandments that 1 am
commanding you today” (3:X” 0"127). There is a
problem with this because how does the p10o say
that Hashem commanded the nw¥n on that day
even though He clearly did not; the Jews were
given the 77N in 1> NWo whereas the second
paragraph of ynw is located much later in nw1o
app. To resolve this conflict w1 explains that
mwn here is telling the Jews that everyday they
should feel as if the 77N was given to them anew.
The p> "2 also explains that for this very reason
on nN1w the mn tells us to bring a "myn nnm”
“a new flour offering” (¥2:m”2 1927n3), because the
1710 should feel new every single day.

7N PN was not a one time event; it is
something we experience every single day. This
idea of the 7p *>7 is what the holiday of my1w is
all about. We are meant to take the inspiration of
770 100 and apply it to our everyday lives. After
we celebrate nw1w, we should all realize the
importance of every second that we learn 77N,
and hope that this will elevate our learning
experience. But if you stay up all night on npnw
to learn and think that this learning is extra
special because it is the day of 170 Jnn, you have
received the wrong message. The learning you do
during this night is the same exact learning that

you do throughout the rest of your life. However,
if you take the time internalize the message of
the 7> 52 while you learn on nwiaw night, it can
impact you for the rest of your life.

Learning All Night
By Eitan Orkaby 27

This year, as in other years, many have the
custom to stay up the entire night of nmypnw
learning 170, This is a nice custom, as it gives
people the opportunity to learn longer than they
otherwise would have in a day. The question is,
however, where does the custom come from? Is
there any actual nabn in having to stay up all
night learning?

To answer the first question we first must look at
the days which lead up to mwnw. The MmN says
that one must count these 49 days, “.."027 01903
TR DR NN paw” “and you shall count for
you..seven weeks; they shall be complete” (Rp™
Yv:3"2). During these days there is a custom to
work on oneself in one way, everyday. This is an
opinion held by the °9m7 in his commentary on
R nwan. The 7M1 furthers this by saying that
the last, or soth, day should be the climax of
improvement, meaning something special has to
be done. He suggests 7n learning on this
special night. If this were the main reason then it
would seem that one who failed to count all of
the night leading up to nww should not do
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anything special. Since they never reached that
nothing
abnormally special about the soth day. One could

pinnacle of spirituality, there is
say, however, that as the rest of bX7w 11 were
able to complete the 49 days, one should rejoice
with them. And as this is the case, how could one
not stay up the entire night rejoicing in Hashem’s

ann.

To answer the second question is a little bit more
complicated. There is an idea called N Y,
wasted 10 time, which can be a problem in
many instances. One of those includes not taking
care of one’s body, which takes away from one’s
ability to learn min. Sleep is a big factor in being
able to properly function, therefore, if one does
not get enough sleep it could cause a 7N Y2,
By this idea one would not be allowed to stay up
all night to learn, as it will affect their learning
for the next day, if not next week. One, therefore,
has to look at the exact wording used when
describing those who should stay up learning
The 27 specifically mentions 010N, ones who
want to become especially close to Hashem, as
they should stay up all night learning. Someone
on that level might still be affected by lack of
sleep, but will take so much out of the night of
learning that it is worth it.

To explain why one should stay up the entire
night the 720 10 (M3 DO*PN) gives another
reason. He explains npaw as the wedding
between Hx7w” 11 and Hashem. Just as a couple
finally becomes one have more alone time with

each other, so too is the learning on nW1aw night.
We have the privilege to be alone with Hashem
and connect with Him on a whole new level. The
1257 "0 acknowledges the fact that this custom
once was only practiced by 0101 but now many
practice it. He warns, however, to not delve into
any topics that are not related to 17N, as this
then ruins the whole idea of trying to connect
with Hashem.

At the end of the day each person should look at
themselves to see if they would benefit greatly
from staying up learning all night, or if it would
ruin their learning for the rest of the week. While
learning all night is a nice custom there is no
1257 that one should, just a nice idea if people
feel that they might be able to connect with
Hashem on a deeper level. Whatever the decision,
one should always make sure that it is D™nw DY,
for the sake of Heaven.
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