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The Infinite Mercy of 'n
By Ariel Jeselsohn

In this week's nw19, 11'TxN NwNY, for much of the nw19, nwn curses XYW 12, and tells them all the
terrible things that will happen to them in the future, all in the form of a song. One of those
curses/punishments is that in the 7109 which goes as follows: “D2™n%72X *¥N NIy in"7y n9OX"- | will put
misfortunes on them, and use up My arrows on them. At first glance, this seems like it is obviously a curse.
However v, coming from the X2 in NVIO, says otherwise. The XA in 'K TINY 'V 9T NLIO asks: What does
the 2109 in DX mean when it says, “DN'7) N7 2! 12 DRXRI MY X7 '0 X 9" for | am ', unchanged, and
you are the children of a7y, you have not ceased to be? The Xna then answers and says that “N7 'n "X
M"Y” means that 'n never struck a nation and struck them again, meaning that 'n always defeated nations
after the first blow, and never had to strike again. The Xna then says that “nn'7) X7 2py! 12 onNI” has the
same meaning as the {7109 from our Nnw1 which | just quoted: “D2"N7IX '¥N NIy in*'2Y N9OX”, which means
that 'n's arrows which He will use on 78w 12 will be consumed, and used up, but nevertheless, 78w 12 will
not be consumed and wiped out. Using this idea, "W says on this 109 that the curse, according to the
language of the punishment, implies a N>12. That nd12 being that no matter what punishment ' inflicts upon
78w 17, they will survive.

WO'n 21 adds to *'wN, and says that 'n punishes 78w 12 with so many different misfortunes, yet at
the same time He gives 78! 12 the strength to outlast them all. w1'n 20 is adding that 78w 12 are going
to sin, and that is why 'n is punishing them in the first place. Nevertheless, 'n still loves us, so He gives us
strength to outlast the punishment, and stay in existence. Even though we angered 'n through our sins, and we
defied Him, ‘i has mercy on us out of his love for the Jewish people.

This idea in w1 and w'n Q0 relates to the Xnain 2 Ty 17 T 'wIT2. The X1na there quotes the
7109 in XY which says: “DY'77X 'n'7 DN D27, you are the children of 'n your G-d. Then the Nna quotes the
opinion of A*kn 111, who learns from this 7109 that even when we do not act like 012, which means with the
will of ', we are still considered D12 in the eyes of 'n. This means that 'n will be merciful towards us, like we
ask 'n many times during NiN'70 to be merciful towards us “0'12 7y Ax DN1Y”- like a father has mercy on his
sons. And to support his view, 1'Xn '21 quotes many D'7109 where it attributes negative characteristics to 12
78w, and still calls them 02 in the same 7109. The NN even goes so far to say that even when 78 w' 12
do N1 NTIAY, they are still considered D2 in the eyes of 'n. The fact that we are considered D12 to 'n, no
matter how bad of an Nn1'ay we commit, shows the power of naIwn, and the niannM of ‘n. No matter how bad
of a sin we commit, it is never too late to do na1wn, and 'n will always forgive us. Even when it might seem like
‘N is angry at us, and there is no chance for forgiveness, there is always a chance to do naiwn, and we should
never give up, because ‘N’s mercy is infinite.

Now, in the naIwUN M' NWY, we are nearing 119" 0I', and we should try to seize every opportunity to
do naIwn, and cry out to 'n. We should not think that since 1192 nI' is right around the corner, it is too late to
do naI1wn, and that we have already been judged by 'n. No! We should still say nin*20 with nand, and we
should still Daven with all of our hearts, because no matter how many times we have sinned in the past, or no
matter how deep of a hole we feel we are in, 'n will always have mercy on us if we do nalwn. And with that, |
wish everyone a N1V Nn'NN 3, and we should all be NDIT to be written in the 0''n 190-The Book of Life.
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The Final Speech of nwn
By Eitan Orkaby
In this week’s nw19, 1'TRN NWNY, one of the main themes is nwn praising ‘n. nwn’s introduction to

praise ends by the 7th 7109, and throughout the rest of N1'w, nwn recalls the great things ‘n has done for 12
78w, One of the recollections nwn gives is, ”|IY'XD IN1IX' 111112 IN1220 AW' 77' INNA 12T YR INRYND
12'v” (2”7 719 0"MAaT). “He found you in a desert land in the wilderness and He surrounded you and gave you
wisdom and protected you like the pupil of His eye.” This j7109 is referring to ‘n bringing us out of the
wilderness of the 12T into 7RW' YAX. The specific language of this 7109 sparks an important question: Why
does nwn use the language of 12T YIX2 INK¥N' instead of the classic D"IXN yIRN 'MRXIN TWUK?

According to the D'"Nn IR, NnwnN wasn’t referring to just any 12 yIX that 78 w' 11 had encountered.
He says that the 12T in the 109 is, in fact, referring to D'xn yaX. The purpose of 12Tn yaX2 instead of
12TNA is to reflect nwn’s view of what nx¥n yaX meant to the Jewish people. If ‘N never took us out of D"¥n,
there would’ve been two main consequences: First of all, we would have become Xnuv, at the lowest level of
the spectrum, and second of all, we would have been assimilated forever. b"™xn is not a great place for Jews in
terms of sustaining their identity without assimilating.

The {72109 continues, saying “inw' 77* InN2a1.” The WnIT writes that 1NNl correlates to 78w 12's lack of
NN knowledge (from 112l 1nin). When they were in D'xn YOX, they weren't just in a physical desert, they
were in a religious desert, lacking basic knowledge of nnIn. They were completely disconnected from anything
beneficial to their spiritual growth. The first thing He did was “In12210'”, even during those difficult times ‘n
surrounded us. In the same place where we went down to a very low level, ‘n struck n"xn with the nion and
therefore still had mercy on us. Even when 78 w* 12 were free from nMxn, they still had no knowledge of
NIN. The second thing ‘n did was “1n1112"”, gave wisdom to 78 W' 2. This wisdom is the nnIn—the essence
of knowledge—and with Nn1In we are protected like “12'V |IW'RD IN1NX", the pupil of His eye. As the DN IX
puts it, the most protected body part is the eye.

These explanations teach us that no matter what level we are at with our nIn knowledge, ‘0 will
always give us a chance to do naIwn. By learning NN, you give yourself the NIdT to be protected by ‘n. When
taking out the NN, we say N2 D''TNN7 X'n 0N yy (N":a *2wn). nOMn s the tree of life; without the NN we
would be like 78w 11 in D¥n, unknowledgeable and completely disconnected from anything good. May we
all merit to have NN in our everyday lives, and be able to do naIwn as we go into NnaIv Naw, and to be
signed and sealed in the Book of Life.
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