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Our Moral and Spiritual Obligation
By Danny Missaghi

In this week's nw9 of D'VOWN, the Jewish people receive a taste of their destiny as a people chosen to
be an "D'1A NIN", a light unto the nations (1:an n'ww). In this week's nw1Y, ‘N liberally shares several
fundamental laws and statutes, whose purpose is to teach us how to be a moral and just nation. These laws
discuss what we should do if we get into fights, how to reprimand thieves, how we should make sure to clean
up anything we made that could potentially cause harm to others, and even what we should do if our oxen,
animals which we don’t even have direct control over, harm others or cause them monetary damage. The fact
that this is said here, in D'VSWN NWNY, is particularly noteworthy.

Later on in the nwN9, the Jews accept all of the laws in the NN through their words of “vnwil nwya”,
This is a very spiritual event, with the Jews having solidified the fact that ‘n is their leader, and that they are His
people. Although at this point, the Jews are only thinking about worshiping ‘n and performing DX |'2 Niixn
DINY, they must also know that Nan? DT "2 ni¥n and being moral people are of equal importance to Niixn
DI7N? DTN |'2. Before we accept the NN in its entirety, we must learn to be a nation which is worthy of
receiving it: We must be a moral nation, filled with good people who are good to one another. This is why we
learn all of these laws of morality now. We have a principle in Judaism of “nIn? T yaxr 0717, that being
kind to one another supersedes the n1IN. This is emphasized right now, where ‘n wants to teach the Jews that
they must be moral people before they can receive the nIn.

Particularly worth noting is the elevated focus on the rights and wellbeing of the weakest members of
society -- the widow, the orphan and the stranger, or convert. The reason that the n1In gives for us not
oppressing a stranger is that we too were strangers when we were enslaved in Egypt. This reasoning can be
expanded to the other two groups of people as well. In Egypt, we were part of the lowest class in society, the
slaves. Now, we shouldn’t oppress the weakest people of society, as that would make us just as bad as the
Egyptians who enslaved us. The NN is again teaching us how to be moral before the Jews accept the n1In in
order to show that to be a nation worthy of the nnIn, we must also be a moral nation

This nw19 serves as a reminder of the guiding principles we need to work towards in creating a society
that is best for everyone, not just those with the loudest voices. We are charged to have a heightened level of
awareness and commitment to making sure that every person -- regardless of their wealth, power or
background -- is provided for and protected in our gentle and compassionate society. As the Jewish people, we
bear a great burden. We must be an “0'127 NIX”, a light unto the nations. In order to do this, we must strive to
be the best people we can, and remember that Judaism isn’t only about worshiping ‘n. It’s also about being
the best people that we can be.

Editors: Binyamin Orkaby and Ephraim Fischer
Faculty Advisor: Rabbi Jaffe
To write a Dvar Torah or sign up for our weekly mailing list, visit abisltorah.wordpress.com



http://abisltorah.wordpress.com
http://abisltorah.wordpress.com

The Power of a Commitment

By Ephraim Fischer
I would like to start this n1In 12T with a story about a young boy named "7n91. Now, "7n91 was never the most

diligent student, and he could never concentrate. He would never listen to his D127, and he just didn’t want to learn.
One day, after he got home, he overheard a conversation between his parents. His father was telling his mother that he
had spoken with "7n91’s teacher, who had remarked that 7191 would never amount to anything with regards to his n1In
study. His father’s plan was to enroll '7n91 as an apprentice shoemaker after his nixn 12, and to stop his NN study
altogether. "7 was so surprised by this that he burst into the room, and told his father, “I’'m sorry that | have ignored
my studies for this long! | promise that from this day forward, | will apply myself in my n1In studies. Just please give me
one more chance!”. His parents gave him one more chance, and from that day forward, *7n91 made a commitment to
apply himself to NN study with rigor. This boy grew up to be |*772 nTIN' 'ax *7N191 27N, the 'WTRIKRIM 1”7'¥). He was
one of the greatest 012" of his time and has had a great influence on Judaism. He led the na'w' |'"wT?XII, teaching over
ten thousand students in his lifetime. He also wrote the W27 nvn, a very influential "NIM commentary. Had *71n91 never
made this commitment, he would have never grown to be a 21 of this level.

In this week’s NW19, we make a commitment which changes our nation forever. When nwn presented the Torah
to us, we said “vnwal nwy1”, we will do, and we will listen. This commitment by us to uphold the n1In forever
transformed us into the people that we are today. There were many transformations that came along with this
commitment, of which | will focus on three of them.

One of the transformations that occurred was that at this point, we were transformed from the descendants of
Yaakov into the Jewish people. While by last week’s nwn9, at 11'0 W, it is said that “|nnnit nj709”, that the filth which we
got when nin ate from the NyTn YV was removed from us (X I"njp Naw), we were still not a Jewish people. When we said
ynwil nwya, nwn sprinkled the blood of Ni121j7 onto us. The TVI7 Dyn VIR says that this sprinkling of blood signified us
finishing our process of conversion, and now, we were bonafide Jews. We had already gotten a n'7'n N2 before leaving
Egypt, we had gone to a niljzn when preparing for 1IN NN, and now, we are completing our final step of becoming a
Jewish people, after accepting all the laws of the n1In upon ourselves.

Another transformation which we experience is that when we said ynwil nwya, we were changed from an
ordinary nation to one bearing the crown of HaShem. The (X 0”9 Naw) Xna states that when we said ynwal nwya, six
hundred thousand angels came down, and put two crowns onto each member of the Jewish people. One crown
corresponding to nwy), and one crown corresponding to ynwi. When we accepted the n1In onto ourselves, we were
accepting much more than just the n1IN: We were accepting ‘i as our leader. This point is further emphasized by the
n2IXY VIRYY, who brings down that when we said ynwal nwya, 'n said to the nimin X'7n, “You have jurisdiction over all
other nations besides for this nation, because this nation is the nation of my children”. This is perhaps the biggest
transformation, as we receive our role in this world as ‘i’s chosen nation.

There were not only physical transformations which we undertook with this commitment. We also experienced
the personal transformation of being able to put all of our trust into ‘n. The (2-X N”9 Naw) X2 brings down a story in
which a 'pITY, a Sadducee called the Jews “X7'T9 Xay”, an impulsive nation, because they said that they would keep the
Torah without reading it first. The Sadducee said that maybe they should’ve read the n1In, and then, if the laws are
feasible, they should’ve said that they’d keep it! This story may not be as bad as it seems. In my opinion, being called an
impulsive nation could not be more of a compliment. It shows how at this point in time, we were willing to put our full
trust in ‘Nn. We were not so impulsive as we were ready to fulfill our role as ‘i’s chosen nation, and we were prepared to
put our full trust in ‘N to fulfill this role.

All of these transformations show the power that a single commitment can have. When the Jews made this
commitment, they were intending to come closer to ‘n, and it turned us into ‘N’s chosen people. We too can make these
commitments to completely transform our lives and come closer to ‘n. May we all make commitments to better
ourselves, and through these may we come closer to ‘n.



