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The Morality of pr mb>»w
By Ariel Jesselsohn 26

In Kxen >3 nwin, the N tells us: “RIP 0
T2 2v» Wb OR0IR TR MRw.TTIa ThY I eRR
o 2RDY “when you happen upon a bird’s nest
on you way..send away the mother bird...so that you
will be well and live a longer life (5-1:20 ©™27). Here,
the 770 commands us regarding the famous mwn
of Jpn M>Ww, sending the mother bird away. This
unique M¥N requires a lot of inquiring. First of all,
what is the reason behind this mxn? Not only what
is the reason why the 70 prohibits us from taking
the chicks or eggs before sending the mother away,
but why does the 17 command us to do this
seemingly odd commandment in the first place?
Furthermore, what is so special about this mwn that
we are rewarded with a long life for fulfilling it?

The y"an7 explains, in the name of the 0"an in 7N
02113, that the reason you must send away the
mother bird before taking her sons for yourself is
because this is an act of mercy. Animals care for
their children just like humans do, and if one were
to take the eggs or chicks in front of the mother
that would be an act of cruelty. This makes sense,
as the pwo in Hwn says about the mn: “277
op1277” “all of the min's ways are pleasant” ("hwn
77:3), and Hashem would never command us to act
with cruelty. For this reason, the }’an7 says that if
one does not want to take the chicks or eggs to eat,
he is not allowed to fulfill the mwn of pn M>w,
because sending the mother bird away and taking

her sons for no reason is an act of cruelty as well.
Only once you need the chicks or eggs for your
own benefit does it no longer become an act of
cruelty. This is how the 1210 onn rules as well.

The words of the y"2m7 answer why we need to send
the mother bird away before taking her sons, but it
is still unclear what the reason for the mwn itself is.
One approach is as follows: The n3wn in NM272 says
that if the the leader of the prayer says during his
prayer: “Tnm wx MoR P DY’ “your mercy is
extended to a birds nest [so extend it to us as well]”’
(3 n973), we must quiet him. There is a debate in
the 83 there about why we must quiet him, and
one of the opinions is that when the 2% YW says
this, it would seem as if he is turning Hashem’s
nIRN into expressions of mercy, when in reality that
is not true; nx¥n are decrees that Hashem puts
upon us to prove our loyalty to Him. According to
this, there is not any rationale for Jpn m>w. It is
simply a decree that we must follow because
Hashem told us so, and that is what makes it so
special. If one gives a definitive reason for a mwn,
they are diminishing the mwn’s value.

Finally, what is so special about jpn m>Ww that one
who fulfills it is granted long life, a reward that up
until now has only been rewarded for respecting
one’s father and mother, a seemingly greater mwn.
In other words, what is the connection between
P11 MW and oRY A8 T12°2. One connection between
the two n1¥n can be found in the words of the 7D
Tnn. The Twnn 700 says based off the words
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“Iompn AN nRY “and take the sons for youself”
(12”2 ©™M27), that one who fulfills Jpn M>W is also
blessed with children. Those children which he is
blessed with will then grow up to fulfill oxy a8 71272
everyday, hence the connection between Jpn m>w
and OR) 28 T22. Another answer can be that m>w
P71 emphasizes compassion, like the 17an7 says, and
DR AR T2 emphasizes respect. Both the values of
compassion and respect are related, in that respect
is the foundation of compassion. In order to truly
want to alleviate one's suffering, one has to first
respect them and acknowledge their worth. By
P11 M>W we acknowledge the mother bird’s worth
as a creature of X1 N2 WP, and, therefore, we
have compassion for her. And similarly by ax 71272
DR we acknowledge our parents worth: they are the
reason we are alive, and, therefore, we have the
compassion to help them whenever they are in
need.

RN N9 RN
By Avishag Salzman "27

This week’s Tw1o, Rxn "3 nwAY, is filled with many
mxn, including the laws of marriage and divorce,
chasing away the mother bird from its nest before
taking the eggs, and 012’, to name a few. One of the
mxn in this week's 1o is the law about putting a
fence on your roof. The P9 says “Un ma'mian
D90 YRR TNRR OORT DRy [y TvR by
1N “When you build a new house, you must
make a railing/ fence for your roof, in order that
you not cause blood to be shed in your house by
not preventing one who starts to fall from falling

off the roof” (m:213 ©™27).""w1 says a few things
about this po. Firstly, he mentions that this p1oo
comes right after the commandment of chasing
away the mother bird, when taking her eggs,
fulfilling  this

commandment is eventually being able to build

because the reward for
your own house. This provides one with the
opportunity to build a fence, another mxn.
Similarly, once you have a house you will also
acquire a vineyard, fields, and nice clothing, which
all have their separate laws in the next opyoa. This
teaches us that performing one N is a gateway, a
path, into doing so many more. We learn in *p1o
MAaR when R 12 says : “T72R1 NN D7 TMRHDY
72 ,m7ap 72w mien M 2wy .y 0w’ “For
one fulfilling of a commandment leads to another
fulfilling of a commandment, and a transgression
leads to another transgression; for the reward for
performing a  commandment is  another
commandment and the reward for committing a

transgression is a transgression” (2:7 MaRX "pI9).

On this same o, "7 expounds on why it is
important to put up a fence on your roof. He says
the wording of the po implies that the person
deserves to fall off the roof, but you should not let
it happen through you. We have a principle in
Judaism that bad circumstances fall upon bad
people. This does not mean that one should go out
of their way to cause harm to those bad people
rather, let Hashem give punishments.
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