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This is Not Far From You, it is Close
By Ethan Ravid 27

As we approach mwn wx1 and 7o ov, we think
about the idea of maWwn, repentance, and starting
off the new year without sin. We want to do the
men and do what is right. In this weeks v, we
have the p1O9 of "J22om TP TRD TD THR W72
Ny’ “For the word is very near to you; it is in
your mouth and in your heart to do it” (77 ©127).
While this mpo has many interpretations, they all
connect to the themes of mwn wx1 and 7o o7, as
the previous phrases explain. “JWx nNID MmN 2
Xo IR TRTY RD) Tan R NRRIINY OP0 TR N
WPRY A TR TRIRWN AT R ThRY R OMY2
myn AOR” “as this men that I am commanding
you today, is not hidden and not far away; it is not
in the heavens to say ‘who will rise to the heavens
to take it for us and we will hear it and act upon
it”(2”5). w1 adds to this P to clarify that “&b
N1 0'wa” does not mean it is out of reach, rather
that if it were in heaven, we would still need to try
to get there. “tH™ay "n THRY Ry OH PR
malppn AOR NPRYY N2 ONEN 00 1RO “and it is
not across the sea to say ‘who will cross for us to
the other side of the sea and take it for us and we
will hear it and do it” (3>). ¥ v adds that the “it”
that is close to you is the an2aw 7N and the 7N
9 Hyaw.

This entire set of 0»p1 is both vague and does not
give much insight into what mn is close to us.
How come there is so much repetition in these

oon? Why does the 170 need to clarify that this
men is “not hidden, isn’t far, isn’'t in the heavens or
the ground”? Why does it then go to the positive
command of “it’s close to you, in your mouth and
heart”?

Yan7 says that this passage is explaining the
commandment mentioned as not just being about
70, but about the
commandment of 72wwn. The idea is that even if we

the entire specifically
are scattered to the farthest corners of the earth or
ruled by other nations, we can always return to G-d
and make a full n27wn. The N¥n are not something
difficult or distant, rather they are something that
is always near and accessible. The key point is that
repentance involves both words (confessing sins)
and the heart (returning to G-d and accepting the
n7n), and this process should be done with
sincerity and commitment for future generations.
Some interpret this P0D to be referring to nawn,
while others claim it applies to any mxn; however,
this is not my primary focus. I want to focus on the
repetition. One could suggest that the repetition
here is to make the point that we are human. We
will do things that are below us, and we will do
things way beyond our capabilities. The repetition
is to make an emphasis that we are close to G-d,
and nothing is hidden, too far, in the skies, or on
the ground. Everything is close to us, we just need
to search for it, and find it. During these upcoming
holidays, we feel this increased connection with
G-d. Our entire future is being written, stamped,
and decided over the course of a couple weeks. It is
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important that we remind ourselves that G-d is
close to us, and with us, always. If we try to reach
out to Him, He will answer, and help us grow. I
hope that as we near these holidays, we can think
about how close G-d really is to us, and think about
how important it is to us, and Him, that we have
the appreciation to the extra phrases taken to
explain to us the importance of doing nmen and
following the nn.

Hashem is Always There
By Nessa Jaffe 27

After last week's mw1n was filled with almost one
hundred curses, this week's mwn has a comforting
paragraph about m2wn. This prophecy will be
fulfilled after the second b3 - after the curses from
last week's Tw1o happen. We will return to Hashem,
and Hashem will return us to Him. As the oo says,
JRYTnR PRO-R N AW 1JW0ID; J1377503 TI npR
MY TR N T9RD TR DhpnToan T¥ap) 3U T
“And you will return (do n2wn) to Hashem your
G-d and listen in His voice, like everything that 1
am commanding you today, you and your sons in

all your heart and all your soul. And Hashem your
G-d will return your captives and have mercy on
you and gather you from all the nations that
Hashem your G-d scattered you there” (3-2:5 ©™27).

However, »1 points out that the »oo should have
said “wmM” “and (G-d) will return” - in the >pon
form, rather than “2w” “(G-d) returns” - in the p
form. »"0n gives two explanations for this change in
grammar. The first explanation is that it is as if
Hashem will have to come and physically take

people back from exile even though they will not
want to come. The second, and more comforting
reason, is that no matter where we are, even when
we are in exile Hashem’s presence is with us, so
when He returns us from exile, He too returns with
us. A similar idea is found in this week's
TR, oPein Tie R e [D] (RY) 1opeha”
oW 02 DRV TRBY) D2 N RN NNy
“In all of their troubles [G-d] was troubled, and the
angel of the divine Presence delivered them. In love
and pity it was [G-d] who redeemed them, raised
them, and exalted them all the days of eternity”
(330 wYY?). In this oo there is a 2n) ™Mp, a
difference between the way the oo is written and
the way the oo is read. The 2°n> (the way the poo
is written) says “R>” with an X - meaning not. This
is saying that even in all their pain Hashem does
not give them the full pain, since Hashem is so
close to us He does not want us to be in pain.
Similarly, the »p (the way the »Do is read) says “RY”
with a ) meaning Him. If this is the meaning of the
oo then the Poo means that Hashem is so close
to us that wherever we are in pain Hashem is there
too. Hashem is always with us, even in our pain.
May we all remember that Hashem’s presence is
resting in us, even during exile, and we should
merit to return from exile and be eager to return.
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