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Are Women Really Exempt in Sitting in

the n>w?
By Becca Gold 26

It is a well known fact that women are not obligated
to fulfill the mwn of dwelling in a N21D. We see this in
the 83 in (.N2) N2w. People state it simply: it is a
time bound, positive Mmwn, so why should women be
21?2 In MR DWW, where we get the description of
MWD, it says "R TURTV2 DN NPRY AW Napa
:N2pa 1YY" “You should dwell in M2 for seven days;
all the citizens of Israel should dwell in m2wW” (RPN
an:33). This would seem to imply that everyone is
included in the obligation, including women. There
are also other time-bound positive n1xn that women
are included in, such as eating 7¥n on T3 , so why
isn't this one of them?

There are three nmen (M2NM M1 ,7>30 001D PIIR)
that both fall into this category and may be
applicable to this case, in which the reason that
women are included in the mxn is because “Pi 1 R
DI IMRY” “they too were part of the miracle” How
does this make a difference? w1 on the 873 in (N0
mD) says that women being part of the miracle means
they played an active and important role in the
miracle: “righteous women” on TO3, INOKR on 0™ MY, and
o on 1oUN. Therefore, this could not apply to
M, since the 7207 "1p were for 1INR’s merit - this
was the D1 of Hashem’s protection in the 7270 that we
celebrate on mmp. MopIn disagrees, and says that it
has to do with women being involved in the danger,

so they are obligated to show gratitude. So, why
would dwelling in a 11290 not be included through “9x
17?2 MDD on .Mp OTOD seems to say that the three
examples cited are clearly rabbinic mien. If we try
expanding this rule so much more, including to
biblical level nMwn, we encounter many more
problems. Since our case is biblical, we cannot
include women. Rav Soloveitchik on this topic seems
to completely ignore the “j0 O&” argument and says
that the reason for these three is because publicizing
the miracle is part of the mwn, which is also why
there is a specific 7272 for each; however, other nnxn,
where commemoration is the main part of the mwn
and not publicizing it (n¥n ,W1Tp) are not included in
this, yet might have a separate reason to require
women. The Rav would put 11210 in this category.

However, this still does not seem to really answer
the question of why women are not included in
ORI MRD 2 Interestingly, the 83 does not go
straight to the answer of time-bound positive mwn
even though M2 is one of the examples cited for it
in () PwyTp. The K3 first tries to explain the
reason for the “N” in "MRY” is to exempt women,
because it is unclear if “MIR” refers to men and
women or just men. However, this is unclear and can
be interpreted many ways and the &3 does not
seem satisfied with the answer. The X903 continues to
say that this is a tradition passed down from nwn at
1D, and really that is how we know women should be
exempt. The reason to explore these reasons first may
have been a worry about “j71 qR,” as well as some other
reasons we see later in the 803 The X3 continues
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further to ask about this; why do we need to derive
this from the poo or saying it is a tradition mwn
received from "D - why can’t we just say its a time
bound positive mx¥n and move on? The X3 gives
examples for how we might try to derive that women
are obligated anyway, for example, since by 1Dy, in
which women are obligated it is on the 15th and so is
maw, women should be obligated. Therefore, we
cannot just rely upon the time bound Mmwn, and must
also say it was a *»on nwnb NI,

Simply put, when one actually looks into this issue
it is not as straightforward as one makes it out to be.
The first instinct is to merely excuse this as a normal
time bound positive mwn, which is still true and a
factor in why women are exempt, however, we cannot
just rely on this. Once we look into the issue in
greater detail, we come across many more problems:
the wording of the mxn, women being included in
miracles, tradition passed down from nwn at *»d, and
so much more. This is not to say that women are
obligated, because despite the difficulty in actually
finding the one reason they are not, there is no
standing question to the fact that they are exempt.
However, the process and rulings are not always as
clear as they seem and can often be convoluted.

Bringing Unity Through the f2v0
By Daniel Zilber 26

From the beginning of Y until the end of N>, we
recite the P19 of “pwm "R I'M I TITY” “to ™7, Hashem is
my light and redeemer” (1’2 ©»nn) twice a day. The

T W MR explains, based on the 2w MW WY,
that “R 1" refers to mwn wWRI, “pYY’ “and
redeemer” (X:12) refers to ©M2°271 0P, and “112Da "110R”
“He will shelter me in a 720" (N:7”2) refers to M.

At first glance, Mmwn w1 and oMon oY fit in
naturally together - they are the o&71 . But maw,
a day of rejoicing, seems like an odd addition to the
group. What is 01210 doing here?

One of the central themes of the oxm on is
declaring Hashem as the King of the World. We daven
that all of humanity will recognize this and accept
Him. The passuk in 12727 XN says: “T2p 103 710
ORI P T oY WK eRNN2” “Then [Hashem]
became King in 17w°. When the heads of the people
assembled, the of Israel were together”
(M:3"9). w1 comments that only when Y& 52 are at

peace with one another does Hashem act as our King.

tribes

As we know, there is no King without a nation. When
YRIW* HH3 joins together on the DR 01 to accept
Hashem’s mabn, His kingship is strengthened. On
M2 we gain the perspective needed to maintain that
sense of unity. The 813 in 120 (:12) teaches that one
may fulfill the mxn of N2 even with a borrowed 1210,
as “Maipa 1Y HRIwa D 2" “all citzens of Hrw»
should sit in nDW” (32 RIPM), implying even in
someone elses 120. This idea from "1 - that the now
belongs to all of bW Y93 - highlights the unity that
the 1210 brings to the jewish people.

Earlier in the (:2) noon, the 83 writes that on M2D,
we leave our pap N7 - our permanent homes - and
enter a IR N7 - a temporary dwelling. On 210 we
get away from the physical and materialistic home
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and enter a spiritual home devoted to serving
Hashem. Rav Dessler explains that this is what brings
HRIW* O3 together: the 120 reminds us that our lives
revolve around serving Hashem. When people focus
on physical desires and materialism, we are less likely
to live in peace since each one wants what the other
has, leading to fighting and competition. However,
when everyone's focus shifts to spirituality - how they
can better serve Hashem - we come together under a
unified sense of purpose. M2, like MwWn WK and ov
o907, has a core aspect of separating oneself from
the material world and moving closer to the spiritual.

Both n°27w (“nbw nap wHy wieY’) and i 272 (02D
moun ) refer to the wipnn na as a naw.
Additionally, the wTpnin m2 can only stand when Y52
DRI is at peace and is united. And that unity can
only happen if we are focused on spirituality and
constantly working on serving Hashem.

Let us take this new understanding of the n20 and
use it not only to connect Hashem, but also to unite
as a people - so that we can merit to the ultimate
blessing of mwn.

The Joy of M=
By Nadav Lebowitz 27

M0 is known as “NNMNW 07 - a ‘Time of our Joy, but
why is M2 given this name and how can we find joy
during n1ow? The origin of the name “Inmw o7
comes from a PIOD in RPN “N8 TWRID 0P2 02 opnp»
392 TR ST nayTyp I 0Mnn 1iga 0 v
oy NPaw 0POR” “And you shall take for yourselves
on the first day the fruit of the tree hadar, branches
of palm trees, and the boughs of thick leaved trees,
and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before
the Lord your G-d seven days” (n:3"2 ®9p”). This pion
states that once you have taken the o°»nn npaIR, you
have to rejoice before Hashem for seven days.

One explanation for why Hashem chose this holiday
for a time of joy is because in ancient Israel the
harvest season would have just concluded and
everyone has a great abundance of crops - therefore,
everyone is especially happy that Hashem has blessed
them with all these crops. Another reason why this is
a time of joy is because the o8I o have just
concluded, and all of our sins have been forgiven;
hence, the reason why we are joyous all throughout
maio.

The 0"an explains in the N201 912w M2dN) TN MwWnN
21 299) that the joy mentioned here refers the joy
of all of the members of 87w "3, men and women
alike - each person according to what is fitting for
him.

May we all merit to true happiness and our N1

should be filled with light and happiness.

A Rabbi Juggling Fire Torches?! What

Really is the naNwn nva nrnw?
By Maayan Schwartz "28

When one thinks of M2, one might think of sitting
in their 12, or walking around with your 2% and
MINR during mpawin. What might not come to mind
is a circus-like event full of dancing and partying! Yet,
for Jews living in Israel during the time of »3» 3, this
was exactly what they looked forward to all year long!
When everyone traveled to 0w for M, it was an
opportune time to come together as one nation to
party. This extravaganza was called naxwn n»a nmnw,
literally translated as The Joy of the Place of Drawing
Water. It was even said that you hadnt truly
experienced joy until you had attended a ma nmw
maRwn. But what really is narwn n°a nnnw, and why
was it such a joyous occasion?
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The maxwn m2 nMw is first discussed in 1210 MWN
a7, where the mwn first describes the process of
lighting ornate man. They would take strips of the
o3n2’s old clothes to use as wicks, and young boys
would climb up to place them in huge amounts of oil.
The Mishna adds that the light from these mmin was
so bright that there was “no courtyard in Jerusalem
that wasn't lit up” by them. The mwn continues and
describes how the 07> would blow 79w while the
o7 who were getting water exited the wipnn ma.
These 0712 would then walk to a special spring,
collect the water, and walk back to the wipnn ma to
the fanfare of nowWw and cheers. The oMy would
then turn to the east and proclaim their faith in
Hashem. This was the opposite action that the
previous generation had done, where instead of
bowing to Hashem, they saw the setting sun and
bowed to it instead. (770:11 HRPID).

The ®n3 in 120 (:Mn) talks about how the o>
would then add this special water to the regular wine
libation. This seems like unnecessary extravagance to
simply pour some water, but the meaning behind it is
much deeper.

Throughout this entire event, the leaders of the
community, such as rabbis, would show off their
amazing tricks and skills (72701 129w mabn ;im0 mwn
m ,25)). For example, it is said that DRn3 12 Ppnw 120
would toss fiery torches in the air and do a handstand
only on his thumbs (13 12D).

shall you draw water from the fountains of triumph”
(32 pw).

In the "m>w1 7ndn, the Rabbis add that na nmnw
7ARWT wasn't just about water, but it was also about
connecting more with Hashem. According to pywin
"W 12 (R 19D HWY Tidn), when the 000 drew
the water, they weren't just getting water, but they
were bringing Wmpn 1M into this world.

During the X1 01, we connect to Hashem in an
incredibly serious and disciplined way. We stay in
shul all day, strictly focusing on our spiritual needs
and relationships. However, m™w is when this
mindset shifts. We begin to infuse our spiritual
relationships with the utmost joy and happiness.
AR M2 NNNW is the climax of this. We pour all of
our joy into serving Hashem.

While the practice of NaRIWn m°2 NMNW is not entirely
a universal custom, there are still many communities
that will have lively parties full of singing and
dancing during m21 TN YN, Even if you do not
celebrate this way, we can still learn from n"a nmw
marwn by infusing our lives with the joy of
spirituality and yiddishkeit, and trying to live up to
“Tn IR 077 7302 oY’ May we have a maw full of
peace and happiness this year!
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