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The Passing of the Torch
By Yochanan Cramer "28

In T 1 nwa, the N marks the end of one chapter
and the beginning of another. In doing so, this Twn delves
into several symbolic “passings of the torches”: from nn "2
to 0maR, from DAR to Pr¥’, and from NIW to NP2, Each
of these transitions holds a unique meaning, reflecting
different of both human and
connection. Let us explore a few key examples, specifically

dimensions spiritual
being 17am> 078 (between one person and another).
Through moments of loss, continuity, and renewal, we
witness how faith and legacy are passed from one
generation to the next.

The first transfer of legacy appears at the very start of the
parsha, in DTM2R’s negotiation with nm *11 over a burial site
for mw. Seeking a resting place for his wife, DmaR
approaches them with humility: “> Tn ooy "0I1R 2N
9% DR TapR) 0oy Mdp iR’ ‘I am a resident alien
among you; sell me a burial site among you, that 1 may
bury my dead before me” (132 nmwi13). After a careful
12-p708 exchange marked by utmost respect and dignity,
DAR finalizes the purchase with 119p of N °13; 2 moment
that represents not only a transaction, but also the
establishment of DnMaR’s first permanent foothold in the
Land of Israel: 13y 5102 Hpw minn paIR .. Payh onar Spun
qneY “And DNMAR paid to oY the money ... four hundred
oOpW of silver at the going merchants’ rate” (10:30 NWR12).

The next “passing of the torch” takes place between oian
and pnw. pnw’ inherits not only DANAR’s spiritual legacy, but
also his great material wealth. Earlier, in 7> 7> nwin, the
70 highlights Dn1aR’s prosperity: mIpna TRM 712 0IARY
37723 9022 “and 071aR was very rich in livestock, silver, and
gold” (2:» n*wx11). In our MWL, as DIAR nears the end of

his life, he ensures that both his possessions and his
purpose  will continue through prx:gpiar N
POy PWwRYITNR” “and Dn1aR gave all that he had to
PR (02 pwRI2).

Finally, we reach a more subtle - yet deeply moving -
spiritual transition from n7W to Npa7. When 719K brings
npa7 to pnw, the MmN describes a moment of profound
continuity between generations of matriarchs, as npa7 steps
into the spiritual role once held by mw: "nhaxn Py nran
TIOR PUY O ATRD UR? UM NpAToR npn mR mw
nR” “And prw> then brought her into the tent of his
mother MW, and he took npa7 as his wife. pnw’ loved her
and found comfort after his mothers death (mwxna
10:72). ¥W1 explains that when npa7 entered mW's tent, the
miracles that had once filled it returned: the naw candle
that stayed lit from week to week, the divine blessing in her
dough, and the protective cloud that hovered above her
tent. In essence, P27 became TW’s continuation - not
merely replacing her, but reviving her spiritual light. Dwn
11> deepens this even further, emphasizing not only the
physical light returned, but also the spiritual “light” of
7W’s righteousness that npa7 embodied returned. pnx’'s
comfort was born out of recognition that npa7s deeds
reflected those of his mother whom he was mourning over,
providing him everlasting comfort.

Each of these moments in 7w »1 nwo reflects a different
kind of inheritance - whether physical, emotional, or
spiritual. From Dm1aR’s integrity with nm 13, to his faithful
transfer of blessing to pri¥’, to the renewal of nw’s light
through 1pa7, the Mwnn captures the essence of legacy in
the mMn: that true succession is not merely about property
or lineage, but about values, faith, and the enduring spirit
of Ton that passes from one generation to the next.
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~1poN’s Search for fpan
By Akiva Huff 26

mw »n nwio features one of the most consequential
episodes in the history of bR7w> op: IHKR’s search for
prRYs wife. DTNAR entrusts his servant 7R with finding a
wife for om1aR’s son pnwe. This task is incredibly important
because priv’s wife will be the mother of all of bx v oy,
and, therefore, 71K is expected to be incredibly careful
and selective when choosing prix”s future wife. TR
journeys to 17N with riches and arrives one evening at a
well with 10 thirsty camels. 17Y® conjures a plan for how
he will pick pnes wife: he will ask young women by the
well for water for himself, and whoever says yes and offers
water for 97"OR’s ten camels as well, Hashem has sent as
the right woman for pnw. Granted, going above and beyond
to perform 70T is a positive attribute that is befitting of
the mother of YW oY, but can this one quality alone be
qualification enough for such a significant role? »in
criticize IMOR for his careless use of language here. The
XN on .7 MWN points out that IMOR’s request is improper
because the woman who fulfills 77"5R’s request could be
blind or incapacitated in a different way. 17p">®'’s mission is
to find a woman whose traits will be inherited by all of
prv”s descendants, so he should be extremely selective in
his choice. Yet, 71"5® binds himself in his own request such
that he is required to take whomever offers to feed his
camels regardless of their other traits. This &3
understands 71"YR’s plea to Hashem as an oath that TmHR
is forbidden to violate after taking it upon himself.

The X703 on .7 N compares "OR’s improper oath to
two other instances in 730, In DRMW 79D, MIRW says that he
will give his daughter to anyone who kills 13 - the "nw™s
giant. Here too, 7oni MRW is careless in his language as it
could be a slave or a 7mn who will kill 03, and then »Rw
would be obligated to give his daughter to someone who is
not only unbefitting of marrying a princess, but who could

be forbidden to marry. The third example is Tno”s oath in
DLW 19D; TN’ makes an oath that if G-d allows him to
defeat YmY in war, he will bring the first thing that comes
out of his house as a burnt-offering to G-d. The first thing
that comes out of Mno”s house could be an animal, but
could also be a human being, making this another reckless
oath.

bR, Tonn MRw, and NN all carelessly use imprecise
language, which has the potential to lead to detrimental
consequences, yet the three cases play out very differently.
IpOR and oo MIRW are both blessed with positive
responses to their reckless requests. The first woman who
fulfills 7m"5R’s condition is NP7 who is a beautiful npT2
and the perfect wife for pn¥’ and mother for bxw> op.
Similarly, the man who kills n"3 is 717- the future king of
Israel who is more than befitting of marrying »IRW’s
daughter. On the other hand, nno”'s oath resolves tragically;
nno> defeats Jmyp, and then mno”s daughter is the first thing
to come out of his house, so he sacrifices his own daughter
in accordance with his oath.

THR’s improper use of language at such a pivotal point in
the history of bR 0p teaches us to be careful and precise
with every word that we say because holes in our language
can have unintended tragic consequences. ‘7 T2 that
despite T1OR’s error, he was still guided towards 1K npa7,
but not everyone is 121 this as the heartbreaking story of
nno> demonstrates for us.
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