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The Covenant Between Hashem and

D9aN
By Benjy Gerber 28

In 7> 7> nw1a we are introduced to 012X when he is
75 years old. D7aR leaves his home, at Hashem’s
command, and goes on many adventures including
saving his nephew when he becomes a war hostage. It
was after this event when 0728 was 86 years old that
he called out to Hashem to say that no reward he
receives will be greater than a child of his own to
inherit his house. Hashem says that his children will
be as many as the stars and they will inherit the land
he is currently residing in. 072X asks how he should
know that Hashem will cause his family to inherit the
land. So, Hashem asks him to take three cows, goats,
and rams as well two types of birds and give them to
Him. So, 012K takes the animals, splits them, fends off
some predatory birds, and falls asleep. 072X has a
dream where Hashem prophesizes to 012X about the
slavery that will happen in 0™@n, and when he wakes
up, a smoking furnace and flaming torch go between
the halves of the animals and Hashem makes a
covenant with 07I8 to give him the land of
W13 (-23"v wR13). How do dead animals, a dream,
a furnace, and a torch ensure a covenant between
Hashem and £1ar?

" explains that the different animals are
representations of the n12Mp brought on 722 ov.
This would explain 072X bringing these animals as it

allows himself to be clean of sins. w7 then says it

was the custom at the time for people making a
covenant to split animals and walk between them, so
too is Hashem (the furnace and torch as messengers)
with 0728, Meaning, this was to make sure 0728 knew
that a covenant was about to be made. »v also offers
an alternate interpretation where he says that the
animals are different representations of our enemies,
as it compares the animals used to our enemies
(21 DRea7 3y oonn), and the birds represent "2
YRV, as we are often compared to doves. ™ says
this is a prophecy about how our future enemies will
die (split in half) and Sx7w> 12 will survive forever
(not split).

yam7,  however, understands the animals as
symbolizing the T 127p, nxvN and onN>W. These
n2Mp were to show 07aR all of the future NP his
kids will bring. And to explain why the birds were
also brought the yam7 explains that Hashem asked
072X to bring every type of animal that would later be
brought as N3P, so 07AR brought the birds as well,
because they will also be brought as muamp. This
would also explain why 072 didn't split the birds, as
one does not split birds for NP (77:8 RIP).

We can learn from v, who said that 07aR brought
m1a7p for the sake of ridding himself of sin before
Hashem made a covenant with him, that when we
turn to Hashem we should also work to better
ourselves.

This month’s issue is not sponsored! If you would like to sponsor

a future month of A Bisl Torah please visit our website

To read past issues or

sponsor future visit
ABISLTORAH.ORG



https://abisltorah.org/

Accepting Blessings With Trust
By Talya Spira 28

At the end of this week's w1, Hashem appears to
D7aR and makes a promise to him. Hashem tells
DAR that his offspring will be numerous, and gives
the men of m»n n™Ma for all future generations.
Hashem then tells om1ar that he will have a son with
naw.

DMAR's reaction to this news is quite surprising: “Jam
o ey oaR” - “and om1aR fell on his face and
laughed” (77 mwxA1). 011aR, knowing that he is 100
and MW is 9o, actually laughs at this. So, what is the
issue here? Well, in next week's mwnn, 17w is told the
exact same news from an angel and she too laughs,
“Aa0pa MY poenY - “and Sarah laughed to herself”
(2:m mwr2). The difference is that Hashem becomes
angered with 77w for laughing. The question is: Why
isn't omaR judged for laughing, but MW is? 0
explains that DPPNIR laughter
differently. By 0m1aR, he uses the word “Tn” (to
rejoice) implying that Dn1aR was not mocking but

translates the

rather rejoicing in faith, whereas m7Ww was laughing in
a mocking, unfaithful way.

This explanation only raises a new question: How can
this same word be translated in two opposite ways?
There is an interpretation given by Rav Daniel Kohen
in the name of Rav Mattis Weinberg that the
difference is not in the word ‘laugh’ rather in the
following words: Di7aR says, “can a child be born to a

4

100 year old man..” using general language and not
referring specifically to himself. 77w, on the other

hand, begins by describing her own situation, putting

herself in the center. oi1aR laughs in disbelief that
something could change from its normal state, while
77w laughs at the idea that her own body could be
altered.

We can also see this from the tense of the verbs.
DR speaks in the future tense, indicating that he
believes the natural way of the world can still change.
Sarah speaks in the past tense, showing that she
believes that the way things are now is how they will
always be.

D1MAR’s faith teaches us two lessons. The first is that

we should not be self centered, especially when it
comes to faith in Hashem and observance of mixn.
True faith requires us to look beyond ourselves and
trust in a higher power. The second lesson is that we
must accept M2721 with open arms recognizing that
Hashem can and will do what seems impossible to
humans.
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