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Perseverance is Essential
By Baer Homa 29

An often overlooked section of MmN nwio is the
episode of pr¥’ in the land of 773 p¥> went to 773,
the land of the o'nwbs, to find food because there
was a famine in W1 yIX. There, he found material
success in farming and herding. However, that success
brought envy from the local people. The TN says:
“DRYIR R NI T3 I TR TR0 R Doy
“He had acquired flocks of sheep and herds of cattle
and many enterprises; and the 0’nwHo envied him”
(-2 WRIA). From this, pnw goes on to dig up the
filled-in wells of omar, which the oonw™a had filled
with sand, which the onwbn then fight over. He
continues this process with other wells until he
finally finds a well that the onwa do fight him for,
which he calls “p2 37793 31 M 200 doy—2 L.oiany”
“Spaces, for now Hashem has granted us ample space
and we can be fruitful in the land” (2232 PwR12).

At first glance, this episode in the 17N seems
unnecessary. One can imagine that the flow of 18D
mwKIA would be fine if it were not even there in the
first place. But when you take a deeper dive into it,
there is much to be learned from it.

One approach to find deeper meaning in this story is
given by Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks. He relates that
the actions taken by the onwbo against prx are
representative of antisemitism. Rabbi Sacks provides
several arguments for this, amongst them is a theory
of antisemitism which states that a conspicuously

successful minority will attract envy that may deepen
into hate and provoke violence. He applies this to
PN, arguing that prw fit that profile as someone who
was a stranger in the land, who was very successful
during a famine, and was one family there, in
comparison to the local populace.

Rabbi Sacks also finds deeper meaning in prx’s
response. PNX’ moved on to the other wells his father
had made and redug them and continued to do so
until  he
perseverance, and faith in his father’s legacy.

found peace. He showed courage,

This message is meaningful because at first glance
this excerpt from the nwnn looks like it is nothing
special, but when you look deeper one will find more
layers to explore. This same reasoning applies to
understanding people as well, and one should always
try and find out more about a person before judging
them. pn¥>, who stuck to his faith and courage, and
persevered in the face of everything he went through,
shows that even when one is at their lowest point, one
should always try to have faith, courage, and
persevere.
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Did orman Keep the =02
By Aryeh Gold 28

Did omaR follow the 717In? The 7Moo says “apy

NN OPT PDIRD EIDWR W opa DR YRYYR
“because 0maR has listened to my voice and has kept
My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My
teachings” (N30 n*wx12). This sounds like DR kept
all of the mitzvot, which is what *v" says. He says
"NINWN are the fences for RN MXRT NNen, the nnen
11277, w1 interprets *Men as laws that we would have
followed even if they weren't in the 170 such as
prohibitions of murder and robbery. *mpm, w7 says
are laws that don’t have a reason that ‘71 just told us
to do. 1 says that b17aR even followed byaw nin
no which is why the 70 says *m7n, in plural. This
opinion tells us that on1aR followed all the laws we
follow now, even before the 770 and the Tmb>n.

"p7’s grandson 02w disagrees with him. He says
NINWN is a N3, and *Men is the rule that the N1 is
on the eighth day. He says *mmm >mpin are the well
accepted laws, like "0 says for *mzn. We see that
according to 0”2w7, 0MaR did not follow all of the
n¥n. He was before the time of the mmn and nmnbn,
so he didn't follow them. He followed the laws of his
time, and the law ‘71 told him to follow which was
having a 7> 012 on the eighth day.

The W 7122 says something in between these two. He
says *n¥n is are the tests of “1> 7" and the npy. He
says NPT are the WY nNen, and *MMMN are the Mxn

mwpn K. This opinion is more like v with all of the

men included in what he says, though he also
mentions specific things the way 0"av" does.

M0 says something different. He says *nanwn anw,
is br1aR doing things like ‘1. om7aR did acts of Tom,
and warned people not to sin, redirecting their path.
He says *0mm *mipn "nikn are the »12 nnrn Yaw

M. WM9D is saying that not only did 0n1aR tell others
to follow the ™1 >12 n1xn, but he followed them as
well.

This 13190, and all the other commentators on this
teach us a lesson about Dim7aR. Even if 0112k did not
follow all the mzn we follow today, he still followed at
least the ™1 »12 m@n paw. He followed the laws of his
time, which not everyone did. 0m7aR found ‘71 on his
own from a house that worshipped idols, and he
stopped with those idolatrous practices. He, even
without the 7710, did all that he could to do what was
right. We should learn from on1aR that we should be
going around and teaching people the right thing to
do. Not only this, but we must also be practicing
these things so we can be a model for the people we
teach.
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