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Why Did qev° Hide His Identity?
By Noah Levy 29

This week's Twa, Ypn NWID is a very interesting MWD
filled with a lot of dramatic scenes. One confusing
aspect of the mwno is the process fOY uses to reveal
himself to his brothers. Why did fp» hide his identity
and make the brothers bring Pna to him, and
eventually frame "1 for stealing his golden cup
instead of just revealing himself?

0B 10 17, in his book XM 0 VYN, teaches us that
7oy hid his identity from his brothers because he was
concerned that the truth of him being alive would
break the family apart. He was worried that if he told
his brothers who he was, then 2p»> would find out he
was not dead and that his brothers had sold him into
slavery. 70y was scared that his father, would become
furious with his brothers and kick them out of the
family.

Another explanation is that it is also likely that fov
was still angry with his brothers for selling him. qov
seems to have a mixture of emotions: “IP¥ KR
DR MR MR DR 13T DR 12300 0120 PIRTIN
DIRTI2WH 132 YRR 1R DORA PRY” “When 707 saw
his brothers, he recognized them; but he acted like a
stranger toward them and spoke harshly to them. He
asked them, ‘Where do you come from? And they
said, ‘From the land of 33, to procure food” (Mwx1a
1an).

At first qov feels angry at his brothers for selling him,
speaking harshly towards them and interrogating
them. q0Y had the self awareness to realize that he
was not ready to forgive his brothers. qp» wanted and
needed P11 to be there to help everyone forgive one
another, including his father, and that is why he had
to use the long dragged out process of revealing his
identity to his brothers.

A third explanation of why 7o did not immediately
reveal his identity to his brothers is that he was
testing them. The o»nn MR writes that fov hid his
identity from his brothers because he wanted to see if
they had learned their lesson and done nawn for
selling him years earlier. 7ov wanted to test his
brothers and see if they would protect 71713, who was
also the son of npYs mother, bm. If they could
demonstrate compassion and protect 132 then fo»
would be able to see that they have repented and he
could properly forgive them and reunite with his
family.

This story of fpy and his brothers serve as a model of
creating opportunities for repentance and forgiveness.
qo7’s challenge was to determine how to reunite his
family back together. no» had to create a situation
that would bond the brothers both physically and
spiritually. Through this elaborate scheme, nov gives
his brothers the opportunity to prove to themselves
that they have done n1ywn with understanding and
compassion.
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m23n and qeY: Hashem is With Us
By Amiel Jotkowitz "28

In this week’s Two, Ypn nw1o, we learn about noY.
qoY is still young when his life suddenly falls apart.
His brothers are jealous of him and end up selling
him as a slave. 907 is taken far away from his father
and his home and brought down to 0™n. At that
point, everything in his life seems dark. He’s alone, he
has no control, and nothing seems fair. What is
special about 7Y is that even in his situation, he
doesn't give up on his Judaism. The 77N says: “1 >
0P nR” “and Hashem was with 901" (205 nwK13) the
whole time. 07 kept trying to do the right thing, even
when no one was watching and even when it was
hard. Because of that, Hashem helped him succeed.

This connects well to 1o1UM. 7OWN was also a dark
time for the Jewish people. The Greeks tried to stop
Jews from keeping the min and nwen. The wipnn ma
was defiled, and it looked like Judaism might not
survive. But the Jews did not give up. They stayed
strong in what they believed.

There is a famous oo that explains this idea: “1) *2
MR 77N RN’ “because a Mmen is like a candle, and
0 is light” (323 ">wn). Even one candle can light up
a dark room. That is why on 1o1n we add another
candle every night - to show that light grows, even
when things start off small.

strength rather with my spirit, says G-d” (%7 71"27).
This means that success does not come from power
or numbers, but from Hashem. That is true for the
Maccabees, and it is also true for fo». He did not
become successful because he was powerful - he
became successful because he stayed loyal to Hashem.

We see this again in the miracle of the oil by the
721N story. There was only enough oil for one day,
but it lasted eight days. It shows us that even
something small can turn into something big when
Hashem is involved.

qo1’s life worked the same way. Things start off really
bad, but because he keeps his faith, his whole story
changes. He goes from being a slave to being one of
the most important people in Egypt.

The lesson for us is clear. We all have times when
things are hard - school, friends, family, or just feeling
stressed. Ypn nwin and 191N remind us that even
when life feels dark, Hashem is still there. Lighting
the moun candles is not just about remembering a
miracle from the past. It is a reminder that we can
always bring more light into our own lives by doing
the right thing, even when it's hard. One should be
like 5o, like the Maccabees. One should not give up,
rather keep one’s faith, and remember that even a
little bit of light can make a big difference.
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Another important idea of moun is that the Jews did on WhatsApp

not win because they were strong. They won because

Hashem was with them. The x°23 says: “®>) > &5
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