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How Humble is Humble?
By Joshua Jaffe 29

“TIRTIRT 970 WR 0TRD Yan TR W nwn wWRDY “And the
man 1Wn was very humble, more than any other person in
the whole world” (320 92712). “2) MPIEHR ToR 72 2R N
oRnn HRIW? 2NR RRIN" “Who am I, that I should go to
o and free the Jews from Egypt?” (X mnw). If G-d
appeared in a burning bush and said one has to free the
Jews from America, could one even believe that they are the
savior of the Jewish people? Surely, there is someone more
righteous than them, so, why is G-d choosing to speak with
them? One can hardly blame nwn for reacting the way he
does. Does it point to nwn’s humility? Of course it does.
But how humble is humble, really?

This is a difficult question to answer, but one can start by
answering a parallel question: How arrogant is arrogant?
Well, when nwn was appointing the judges, per 1n”s
instructions, TWN says: 75732 YR2 UvhWna 00D 7DD RY
YR 2T0) NI DPY-RY IWRD R WIRTIEN TR KD YD
PRYRYI DR [P 020 MW “You should not show favor in
judgment, you should listen to important people and other
people alike, do not fear anyone, for judgement belongs to
God, and whatever case you are unable to resolve, bring it
to me and I will hear it” (& ©127). As 0 suggested in the
hierarchy of judges, whenever the previous level of judges
does not know what the correct ruling was, the case should
be brought to nwn, who would listen to the case and
resolve it, or ask Hashem if he did not know the answer.
Does this point to mwn’s humility? Maybe, maybe not. Does
it present Twn as arrogant? One would not think so; he is
just explaining the way things will work.

The 80 w1 says that when Hashem heard nwn say this,
He got very angry. mwn implied that he would know the
answer to every question that was asked to him. Although
nwn actually did know the answer to every question that
he was asked, since he was human, he should have made it

more clear that sometimes he would not know what to do.
As a result of this, when the daughters of 7Trob¢ asked
whether daughters can inherit land, nwn forgot the mabn,
and was forced to admit in public that he did not know the
answer, and needed to consult with Hashem.

If one looks at the pwa closely, mwn never actually says
that he would be able to resolve each case. He just tells the
judges to bring him the case - and he would listen to it.
After hearing the case, maybe he would resolve it, or maybe
he would need to ask Hashem. But, clearly, even a
minuscule level of arrogance is arrogance.

Perhaps the reason nwn is punished for this tiny,
insignificant phrasing, is because nwn is known as the
most humble person ever and as a big p*7%, and Hashem
was so close to him and held him at such high standards,
that this tiny difference of wording was significant enough
on Mwn’s scale, that Hashem decided to teach him a lesson.
Yet we see even people not at Twn’s level getting punished
for similar mistakes, like bxRnw.

The story starts when wp, the father of YIRW, loses a few
donkeys. This is before »18Ww becomes king. w"p sends "Rw
to look for the donkeys. 18w and his servant look for days,
perhaps weeks, yet cannot find the donkeys. As a last-ditch
effort, they visit the city where DRmW is, to see if DRMW can
give them prophetic insight to help them find the donkeys.
HRw and his servant have never met YRnw before, and, as
a result, they look around to see if anyone knows where
5RINW, called the Nx7, the seer, was; lo and behold, the first
person they meet happens to be HRNW. “URY  Win
WD WA TOR Y RITITI0 NN WD TIng SRnwng
R DE2IN 700 P17 TR TR N N DINgTIY Sy
2 TER JAT3 WR U A1 TR OPD” “And DRw
approached HRnW in the gateway, and he said, ‘Please, tell
me, where does the seer live?” And YR1nW responded m1xRw, ‘1
am the seer, come with me to the altar, and you will eat
with me today, and 1 will send you off tomorrow morning,
and whatever you want to know I will tell you” ('R HRmw
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v-m0). IRW wanted to know where the seer was. And
Ynmw responded that he was the seer. Rather than confuse
YRWw by choosing a different word to describe himself, or
worse, deny that he was the person mRw was looking for,
he responded in a quick, concise fashion, so that HRw
would understand and not be put in an embarrassing
situation. Is it possible to blame Y&mW for his arrogance?

Apparently, yes. The *120 (1> ©127 ™18D) says, Hashem heard
what YRmW said, and said, “You called yourself the seer? Do
you really think you see? As you live, I will make sure to
inform you that you do not see” And when was this, that
Hashem informed b&mw that he could not “see”? When
YRIMW went to *W”’s house to anoint the next king for Israel.
HRINW saw AROKX and said to himself, I should anoint aRHKR
as the king that Hashem chose. However, Hashem said,
“Haha, you see? No, you don', this is not the one” This is
how bRnw was punished for calling himself the seer.

Part of the reason that Y8nw and nwn were punished is
because they compared themselves to Hashem, so to speak,
in a way they should not have. Nevertheless, we see from
nwn and YRw that humility is not just about lack of
arrogance. Being humble means being humble. It means
avoiding implications of anything positive about oneself -
or at least that is how it seems from the stories of Twn and
bxnw. While one may not be at the level of these op™T%,
one can learn from them to be humble and not to boast
and show off. When one recognizes that one must act
humbly in front of those greater than us and respect our
teachers, mentors, and elders, then the m"wn will come.

Finding Meaning in Disagreement
By Eva Wolfe 28

In this week's mwin, Twn is sent by Hashem to persuade
770 to free the Jews from slavery. mwn tries to appeal to
7o to let the Jewish people venture into the wilderness
for three days in order to pray and sacrifice to their G-d.
However, not only does mWwo reject mwn’s request, he
imposes harsher punishments on the Jews - stopping
provisions of straw for the making of bricks, yet keeps the

production quota the same. Mwn argues with Hashem for
sending him on this fruitless journey: “rifn oY oy M0?
M0 0P Y00 THwa 12T? ey nRa Rm 2apnw ny o
TR mhrn~RY YraY “Why did You bring harm to this
people? Why did You send me? Ever since I came to 1p1a to
speak in Your name, he has dealt worse with this people;
and You have not delivered Your people’ (mnw
¥2-272:7). mwn’'s  choice  of argumentative speech s
shocking; how could he use such incredible language when
speaking to G-d?

One may be compelled to think down on mwn for his
inappropriate outburst, yet it seems as though Judaism
embraces arguments and criticism. For instance, DmaR
disputes with Hashem when He is trying to wipe out D110,
the mwn and &3 are full of conflicting opinions and
fights, and the 7710 is laden with commentaries disagreeing.
So why, then, does our religion encourage argument?

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks suggests an answer for this
phenomenon in his book Judaism’s Life Changing Ideas. He
says that there can be no true justice in the world unless
the views of all sides are heard. How can order be present
if the prosecution and the defense are not able to both
share their sides? Both need to be able to argue with each
other. We can take this idea to heart: when someone has a
different perspective than ours, we should view their
opinion as an opportunity to enlarge our understanding of
the situation we are in.
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