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By Harry Davidoff 28

RWN " NWwB is easily one of the most dramatic in all
five books of the 71N, The newly freed Jewish people,
believing mwn to be dead, erect a golden calf in his
place - arguably one of the most defining actions of
their entire time in the desert. Twn barely saves most
of them from death, and in the course of doing so
receives the 13 Attributes of Mercy that we use in
prayer today. This, however, is not what I want to talk
about. It is, admittedly, a topic that definitely
warrants discussion, but it has been widely discussed
in the past and certainly will be in the future.

Another interesting topic is when fwn tells the o™b
that have rallied around him to go against the rest of
YR 13, he puts it in a way that struck me as very
odd - "R nR WX 1M, “and each man should kill
their brother” (12:2> mnWw). Isn't the reason that the
o™ are allowed to serve in the JoWn because none of
them went against '? How, then, could they be killing
their brothers?

There are a number of different ways that the
commentators answer this question. The most widely
used answer is sourced from 0 8n¥ and is cited by
WK 0072 "W, and T Y"own. This opinion says that
the 0™ did not actually kill their "brothers," per se.
Instead, they killed their half-brothers - they had the
same mothers, but had different fathers, meaning that
those that were killed did not actually come from the
tribe of ". Likewise, when it says a few verses later
that the o™> also killed their sons, it refers to the

sons of their daughters, who were from the tribes of
YR,

The o»nn MR, on the other hand, offers an entirely
different explanation. He begins by noting that the
770 says that the 0™ should kill their brothers and
then immediately follows by saying that they should
kill their close relations (MR WRY .PTIR DR WK B3I
117p). Why, he asks, did the 7m0 have to say it both
ways? In order to resolve this seeming redundancy,
the 0»nn KX puts forth a profound idea. He says that
there are two different ways that people can be
related to each other. The first is that of familial ties,
being related to one another through birth or
marriage. The second, however, is that of the soul.
According to his opinion, our NNW3 are taken before
birth from different locations, so to speak, in Dnw.
People with souls from similar places have similar
outlooks and share bonds just as strong, if not
stronger, than those between physical relations.

This reading, in my opinion, makes a compelling
point about the bonds that we make while moving
through our everyday lives. Sometimes, we will meet
people and simply hit it off with them, creating
friends with whom we will continue to interact for
months, years, or sometimes even the rest of our lives.
What the 0N 7R is saying is that these connections
are more than simply a shared interest or sense of
humor. These people share with us, on a deep,
spiritual level, certain traits which are derived from
their nnWw), and can even be regarded as our family.
May we all be blessed with loving and supporting
families in the years to come.
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Having Faith in the Jewish People
By Neriya Epstein 29

In this week’s Tw1a, RN 3, we have the famous story
of the golden calf. The Jewish people are waiting at
the bottom of the mountain and they lose their faith.
Seeing this, JINX tries to resolve the problem in the
most problematic way. “nwyn LN IR W DTN TR
PIRD TORD PR ORI PPy TN TR TR

oen” “And he took from their hands and cast in a
mold, and made it into a molten calf. And they
exclaimed, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt” (1:2"> mnw). When nwn
came down the mountain, with the mimb, he saw the
golden calf and smashed the mm> on the ground.
However, the moment he gets down the mountain
and sees the golden calf it seems as though he
hesitates in smashing them; he gets angry, sends the
mn> from his hands, and only then breaks them at
the foot of the mountain.

The ©”™25n confirms this hesitation, explaining that
nwn initially thought the Jewish people only made
the calf as a substitute for him - because he failed to
return when expected - and he was certain they would
repent the moment they saw him. That is why he did
not break the mn> immediately.

wn broke the mm> because the people had broken
faith with G-d, with nwn, and with themselves. But
the fact that nwn hesitated shows something deeper:
mwn believed the Jewish people could return, that
their core was still whole. As we have just passed
D, we see the opposite story: a moment when the

Jews rediscovered their unity and their courage. “H7p3
Wpana T TOW, WIMWOR TR0 MrT 523 Dpwa 0hmD
onyY “Throughout the provinces of King wmiuwng,
the Jews mustered in their cities to attack those who
sought their harm” (2 9NDOR). 101 wanted to kill the
Jews, yet with *3791’s push and nDX’s courage, the
Jews were able to stand together and fight. When they
believed in themselves, no enemy could stand against
them.

The mr> remind us that our strength comes from
faith - faith in G-d and faith in each other. No empire
has ever succeeded in destroying the Jewish people.
The only thing that can shatter us is internal division.
When we question the legitimacy of other Jews, we
chip away at our own mmb and break each other's
faith - faith in each other and in G-d. But when we
stand together, we become unbreakable.
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