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The Flour Offering of the 72 Compared

to a Normal Flour Offering
By Eyal Levin 26

In this week’s w15, the 170 commands the £°1m2
regarding the performance of many m17p and
provides specific details about them. One such
example is the M, offered personally by a 3,
which the mn states must be fully burned and is
forbidden to be eaten: “&> minn »*H2 02 nmIn Y
barn” “and all y2s flour offering should be
complete, you should not eat it” (701 87p7). Why
is this so? By contrast, when a normal person
offers a mmin, the 01n2 are permitted to eat part
of it. As we learned in last week's w1a: "3 Wo))
VI NORY NPT R NNRDLTR IR 13 3RD”
“and a soul that brings a flour offering to
Hashem..and the left over from flour offering go
to 171X and his sons” (3-8:2 Rp7).

The 0"n7, in his 02123 7170, offers a fascinating
explanation. Because the priest’s personal mn is
small and theoretically could have been eaten by
the offerer, it would have seemed - both to the
712 himself and to others - that no sacrifice had
been brought at all. The emotional sense of
offering the sacrifice would have been lost.
Therefore, Hashem decreed that it must be
entirely burned, so it is clear that the sacrifice
was offered. This ensures both practical clarity in

the 1oWn - preventing any confusion about parts
of the sacrifice that are forbidden to eat - and
also preserves the spiritual and emotional impact

of the offering.

The jown itself, in our conception, is supposed to
be perfect in every detail. The n7n, though
economical with words, spends hundreds of
0’7o describing its planning and construction,
emphasizing its glory. Another example of this
meticulousness is the rule that it is forbidden to
sit at all in the jowWn; everyone must stand at all
times, lest they incur death by the hand of
Heaven. This too underscores that the jown is the
residence of the Divine Presence, deserving
complete reverence.

Yet, if the pwn and sacrifices are meant to
embody absolute perfection, why does Hashem
require a J12's flour offering to be completely
burned simply to avoid potential
misunderstandings or to ensure that the jn2
“feels” the holiness of the offering? Objectively,

the sacrifice has been offered.

The answer lies in the perspective of many of the
commentaries. Hashem does not desire the
sacrifice itself as an object; rather, He desires the
emotions and intentions it evokes in us, which

achieve the true spiritual purpose. While the
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Pwn and M) represent perfection, they are
ultimately created by humans, with all our
limitations. In  this instance, = Hashem
accommodates our imperfections, ensuring that
the sacrifice achieves its intended effect and

purpose.

Although Hashem may sometimes seem difhcult
0" describes Him as the
embodiment of truth, He also meets us where we

to reach, as

are, making it possible for imperfect humans to
connect with Him. As the 770 declares: “217) 2
MY 72257 Toa TR 1270 TR’ “because the
matter is very close to you, in your mouth and in
your heart to do it” (1™ £™27).
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