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Do Not Doubt G-d’s Wisdom
By Joshua Jaffe 29

Disclaimer: This 727 is not authentic 7. It is intended to
add to the joyfull spirit of 03, and is not meant to be taken
seriously [though some parts may be true].

In honor of the holiday, I will talk about the
procedures and symbolism of the four species. G-d
commanded us to take a citron, a willow, a myrtle,
and a palm branch. These four species seem random,
and it is not obvious why G-d commanded us to take
these four things specifically. These four species are a
representation of many different things that are
central components of life.

One such level of symbolism connects the four
species with four types of Jews:

The 30K, which has taste and smell, is ‘good’ in both
ways. This represents the 0°p>7% that are ‘good’ in both
ways - they learn mn, are kind, and do good deeds.
The ©o71, which have smell but no taste, represent
the Jews that do good deeds and appear “better”, but
are lacking when it comes to 17N, The 29, part of
the date tree, which has taste but not smell,
represents the Jews that are big scholars in 7N but
do not do good deeds. The M2y, which have no taste
and no smell, represent the Jews that do not learn
770 and do not do good deeds. Shaking all four
species together reminds us that there will always be
a range in the serving of Hashem among different

Jews, but we are all united as one nation. Even the
MY, the Jews that are 0w, are still Jews.

If you have read everything until this point, you may
feel that this 77N 127 is cliche; you may have learnt it
in first or second grade. And 1 thank you for sticking
with me even if this message has felt a bit like review.
Because there is one part of this 7710 127 that your
second grade teacher may have skipped.

On X217 Rpwin, there is a custom, based off of a ritual
in the temple service, and tradition, to beat the naw.
That is right, smack them. Why do we hit the n1p
on K11 KR, effectively destroying them? This
custom seems nonsensical till we connect it with the
symbolism of the four species I offered. The N1
represent the Jews that have no taste and no smell,
the v, Granted, they are Jews. That is why we
shake them together with the four species. However,
in a perfect world, the opw1 would not exist. This is
why we beat the n111p - we are showing that the
opwi should get punished and cease to exist. This is
preparing us for n%p °rnw, which is the holiday
where the Jews are ‘closest’ to G-d. To be ready for
this high level, we must get rid of the opw1 which are
bad influences on the other types of Jews.
Additionally, this symbolism is built in to the mxn:
even if you do not actively beat your m27p on Rypwin
827, they will naturally wither by nxy -mwv,
symbolizing the fate of the oywn.

Another level of symbolism the four species have is
their representation of the body parts. The 0o
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represent the eyes, while the m27p represent the lips.
The 25 represents the spine and the 3 nX represents
the heart. The classical view is that we shake these
four species together to symbolize all parts of us
coming together to fulfill Hashem’s will. 1 have an
alternative view, first brought down in the n™w,
questions and answers, of Rabbi Xniar. On xRypwin
817, we beat the n127p, which represent the lips. Why
would we do this? There must be something “wrong”
with lips. And there is!

Lips can be used for mixn, but they are also the doers
of some of the most severe sins, involving speech. The
most common example is Y77 MW, When we beat the
mMN2Y on NI KWW, we are symbolically purifying
ourselves of 71 MW, and committing to destroy the
evilness of our lips. If the M2 do represent 1 b,
why do we shake them on the holiday?

Rabbi 8n3aR says this is because the shaking, like the
beating also represent negation. We shake them as a
way of showing that they should be destroyed, and
shaken by the wind. When we shake the four species,
we are symbolizing that all four of them should be
destroyed. The 25%,QQQo'o7, and MNR must also
represent something bad, for us to be ‘destroying’
them. The inR, representing the heart, can be
understood as the things are heart covets improperly,
or the sins we wish to commit. This is why we want
to destroy it. The DD , representing the eyes,
symbolize the times we gaze at things which we
should not. By shaking them with the other three
species, we purify our eyes to look only at holy things.
The 25, representing the spine, is perhaps the
hardest species to associate with a sin. Rabbi Rniar

has a big insight here. He says that spines also are the
star limbs of an extremely severe map: doing
backflips. Hence, when we shake the 25, we commit
to never, G-d forbid, do a backflip.

We should take all these lessons to heart and be
careful of the following things:

To treat all Jews equally, regardless of their religious
stature

a) To beat up opUN

b) Not to commit sins using eyes, lips, and heart
c) And not to do backflips

d) Have a mmw o™no!

Special for Purim, this is a X713 from X 77 2°719 noon.
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