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The Power of Silence
By Miri Rosenblum 26

This week, we read 72702 nwAo, the Two directly
before np1aw. Because of this, there must be a
significant connection between the two. Why
would 72713, the mwan centered on the census of
87w "2 and their preparation to enter YR
bRIW, serve as the precursor for the holiday of
mpIw?

Elie Wiesel was once asked, “Is there such a thing
as silence in Judaism?” He replied: “Judaism is
full of silences .. but we don't talk about them.”
Judaism is an intensely verbal religion, a faith
sanctified by language. Through words, Hashem
created the universe: “NR "1 MR 7 OPH-R MRY’
“And G-d said, Let there be light and there was
light” (xR nwx2). Words create, communicate,
Much
centers on the power that words hold, and their

and shape relationships. of Judaism
ambiguous ability to either elevate something or
in 70
frequently carries a negative connotation.
Following the deaths of 271 and 8 aR, the min
says, “POR O “And IR was silent” (3 RIpM).
Similarly, in 0500 it says, “RD) A-900- DNRD KD
17 *77 92" “The dead do not praise You, nor do
those who go down to the silence [of the grave]”

(7™:1"vp onn). However, 0500 also teaches that

destroy it. Simultaneously, silence

“M2nn TRT 7Y “to You, silence is praise” (05NN
2:7"D).

When one stands in awe before Hashem, it can
become inadequate. In those moments, silence
becomes a form of connection. Y valued
silence greatly. They described it as a fence to
wisdom (¥:3 AR Mwn). And taught, if words are
worth one coin, silence is worth two ("> mb"n).
Even the work of the 0312 in the wpnn ma was
performed in silence. Some of Judaism’s deepest
prayers are also silent. The n7np, where one
stands in direct communion with Hashem, is
called the silent prayer. The silence that matters
most in Judaism is, therefore, not emptiness, but
attentiveness. Listening is one of Judaism’s
highest values. The Hebrew word “pnw” means
not only to hear, but to listen, understand,
internalize, and respond. At "D 97, bRW 12
responded to Hashem by saying, “pnwi nwpy” “we
shall do and listen” (+:7"2 mnWw). The “YnwY” was
essential. Judaism is not only a religion of
speaking and acting, but also of listening. This,
perhaps, is the core connection between 727102
and nwnw. Before YR’ "1 could receive the
170, they had to enter the wilderness, a place of
silence. In the desolation of the desert, away from
distraction and noise, they learned how to listen
to Hashem. 7271 is not only about counting the
nation; it is about preparing them spiritually for

This month’s issue is not sponsored! If you would like to sponsor

a future month of A Bisl Torah please visit our website

To read past issues or

sponsor future visit
ABISLTORAH.ORG



https://abisltorah.org/

revelation. Before the 7710 can be received, there
must first be silence - the kind that enables us to
hear the voice of Hashem.

37 5Y WIR
By Theo Fraenkel 28

All the nm¥n commanded in this week’s nwap,
7272 were commanded “MIWa "1Wn WM TNNA
O7IRn PIRN DORYY MIWD” “on the first day of the
second month, in the second year after they were
come out of the land of Egypt” (X:X 727n2). These
commandments include the commandment for
DRIW 711 to camp by tribe and flag, “D37op R
TYITONINGD 2020 T3 HRIW? 712 N 0paR n°2Y NnRA
N “Bach man at his own banner, with the
insignia of their fathers’ houses shall Bnei Yisroel
encamp, at a distance around the Tent of
Meeting they shall (22 1aTna).
Presumably before this commandment, bRw "2

encamp”

camped wherever they wanted among each other,
this
commandment now, as YX7W "11 have already

so why does Hashem introduce

been in the desert for a year?

Rav Chaim Kanievsky that the
introduction of camping by 0vaw, and the flags
for each tribe introduced separation into °12

explains

bx7w>. Bach flag represents a positive attribute or
quality that was unique to that tribe. These

differences  would create a sense of
differentiation among the tribes that would cause
them to fight amongst each other. However,
Hashem was able to introduce the flags at this
point as the shvatim were to be camping “120
TP HIRY” “around the Tent of Meeting” (1202
2:2). Now that the jown had been completed, the
n12W rests among the camp of HR7w "11 and the
02w wouldn't fight as they have the common

purpose of serving Hashem.

This provides us with a model for how we should
deal with disagreements or differences within "2
YR’ We can have our differences, but as long
as we remain centered around the goal of serving
Hashem, disagreements can remain constructive.
“DROTY A oY oY) RNW npbon D3 “Every
dispute that is for the sake of Heaven, will in the
end endure” (P:1 N1AR).
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