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Value in Small Quantities
By Ahava Askarinam 29

In this week's mwin, 1> 75 nwi, 0MaR faces many
challenges that test his n1ny, faith, in Hashem. omaR
goes to a new land all alone, and for the majority of
his challenges, he does not have much of a support
system beyond 77w, his wife. In 7 7, the number of
people around Dm7aR changes drastically in a short
amount of time. O71AR puts an army together for war
and is able to gather 318 men to save L, who was
captured by a group of very powerful kings. The min
tells us that on1ar didn't sit back watch; instead, he
quickly assembled an army: “PrR N2awl *3 07aR YW
MIRD WHWI Y NI 02 7 v nR Py “and D1aR
heard, that his nephew was captured and he mustered
his trainees, children of his house, 318” (77 Dwx12).
When simply reading the text, the number 318 seems
to be random. Why couldn’t it have been 300 or 400
men? The Ry offers an interesting answer for why
the 770 uses this specific number.

In .25 57 071 N2oN, the RN3 proposes that the 318
men were really just one significant person, bR,
TMOR was DINAR’s top servant, whom he trusted. For
example, 7M°OR was the one sent to find a wife for his
son, pr¥>. This interpretation connects to the fact that
the numerical value of 71"»®’s name is 318. Therefore,
the X3 suggests that the number 318 represents
TWOR rather than 318 separate men. The idea of
having 02K and 9WOKR stand before a large army of
powerful kings is very remarkable. They were relying

on Hashem for guidance, showing how much strength
011aR had through his namK. This teaches us that in
life, quantity isn’t always more important than quality.

The 77N uses the number 318 for a reason, it wasn't
just a random quantity or a large number of people.
Rather, 318 adds up to the exact numerical value of
T1OR. In today’s society, everything needs to come in
large volumes for some unknown reason. Everything
comes in a family-sized pack these days. This idea of
adding significance to exact numbers can be applied
in many different areas of life as, in today’s society,
everyone believes that they need a large community,
social circle, or an overwhelming amount of resources
to tackle a problem. Instead, all you need is a simple
support system. 0D172R had people like 7w and 71HR
to support him throughout his life and help him
tackle his many challenges. A support system doesn’t
have to be large; a meaningful support system is as
good as a large one.

Ultimately, 75 7> nw1n reminds all of us Jews to build
strength within ourselves, especially the strength of
our 7NW3, our NMNKXR in Hashem, and how we treat
others. Each of us has the power to become our own
omiaR by
recognizing the value of what we already have. This

looking at our surroundings and
week, we should try to look at the people and
resources around us and appreciate the value they
bring to our lives. Sometimes, what seems small at

first can be more than enough.
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Faith Even When it is Impossible
By Anton Druskin "28

In this week's TwIn, 75 5, it says that Dm7aR, “Na PARD
IR W W “believed in Hashem, and He
considered it righteousness' (1w nwx11). Why is
D17aR praised for his faith here? By this point, omaR
has already demonstrated tremendous faith: he left
his homeland when Hashem commanded him to, he
traveled to an unknown destination and followed
Hashem through many challenges. If on1aR's faith
was so remarkable, why does the 77N wait until now
to tell us that he believed?

The y'2m7 addresses this question. He explains that
the promise in our P was different from previous
promises. Earlier in the nw1n, Hashem promised
DNAR greatness, blessing, and a nation to come from
him in the future which all seemed impossible
because of how grand they were, but here, Hashem
promises D7AR something that seems impossible for
an entirely different because it

reason, goes

completely against the laws of nature.

After omaR complains that he remains childless,
Hashem tells him: “022¥3p0 =opy npmwn  Kyvan
TV T 72 R DR 1807 DR 0R” "Look towards
the heavens and count the stars if you are able to
count them. He then said to him: So [numerous] will
your descendants be" (Mav DW). 0i1aR and 1AW were
already elderly and had no children. According to the
7', this promise required a particularly high level
of faith, since 012X was childless and had no natural
reason to expect descendants. This idea becomes even
clearer when we look at the context. At the beginning
of the conversation, D7AR says: “T1 *2IR) " 198 N

"’ "What will You give me, since I remain
childless?" (230 ow).

DMAR is not doubting Hashem's power. Rather, he
finds it hard to understand how this promise will be
fulfilled. Years have passed since Hashem first
promised him descendants, and he still doesn’t have a
child. Yet after Hashem repeats the promise, the 170
tells us that omar "na R0y “had faith in Hashem”
om1aR chooses to trust Hashem even when he cannot
see how the promise will be fulfilled. Another reason
as to why this was a difficult promise to believe in is
that this is something that both ommar and mw
wanted strongly. The one thing they never had is a
child of their own, together. And after so many years
of being childless this is something that has been
imprinted deep into their minds, that it will never
happen. The fact that om1ar was able to accept
Hashem’s words, despite his old age, is amazing.
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