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Why is b8ynw~ Saved by a Miracle?
By Nessa Jaffe 27

In 87 NWIY, soon after pri¥’ is born, MW tells DraR
to kick bxynw out of the house. When bxRynw is
kicked out he and 7371 wonder in the desert. bxpnw»
gets sick, and finishes all the water. 73 is very sad
and starts crying. An angel appears to 737 and says to
not worry “DW R TWRA WIN MPp IR DPHR pnw Y’
“For G-d heard the voice of the lad that he was there”
(7 83 wrT). For G-d has heard the voice of the
boy in that he is there, and shows her a well.

"7 explains this interesting phrase to mean that
Hashem is "judging the boy” - bRpnw», based on where
he is now. w1 explains that the angels were crying to
Hashem and asking how could He do a 03 for bRynw?
His descendants, the Arabs, will kill many Jews, and
they will only exist if Hashem does a miracle for them
now. Hashem responds and says that He has heard
the boy’s M an "ow RN TWRY” - “where he is now” It
might be true that in the future bRpnw’s kids will kill
many Jews, but he hasn't done anything yet. Right
now he is a P8, and, therefore, 1 (Hashem) will
perform the miracle.

This is a lovely w1 with a beautiful message, but
there is one clear problem with it. In this W1 it says
that bRpnY> was a P18, But as w1 explains 8 00D
earlier, the reason why MW originally kicked H&nw»
out of the house was because he was committing
idolatry, adultery and murder - the big three!! He was
by no means a p*x!

There are a few answers to this question, but none of
them are great but here are a few. mm (a
supercommentary on *W7) explains that the thing
that DRpnw> was a P*1¥ in were sins relating to water.
The specific sin that w1 was referring to, that the
Arabs would kill the Jews with, was water. When the
Jews were going out into exile they were very thirsty,
and they saw their brothers, the sons of Yxpnw». They
asked them for water, but Xpnw’s descendants
decided not to give them water, instead they gave
them salty fish and empty water bottles. The Jews ate
the fish and were very thirsty so they tried to drink
from the water bottles but they were empty, so they
died of thirst! This explains why the angels were
appalled that Hashem would make a D1 for bxrpnw»
that has to do with water. The people would, in the
future, kill Jews by not giving them water, Hashem
would do a D3 for them and give him water? That is
when Hashem says He is going to perform a 03 for the
711 based on where he is now, he hasn't sinned in any
way involving water yet.

Although the w1 might be a little more limited
than originally thought to be, as Hashem knows
Yrynw will eventually sin, but the lesson it presents
is still very true. Hashem never judges us badly based
on our future. He sees us where we are now.
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Welcoming Guests Despite the Pain
By Adina Cheses 28

In this week’s mwo, the phrase “1p11 omiar oaw»
“‘and early the next morning om1aR woke up” is
repeated three times. Firstly, following the destruction
of 07D, again, just before he sends 737 away, and a
third time on the morning of pr¥’ npy. Each of
these moments was incredibly vulnerable, tense, and
difficult for omMaR, and in each one he still gets up
and follows what Hashem has instructed him to do.
Y11 teach that the purpose of this phrase is to teach
us that 071aR  jumped at the chance to do mitzvot.
Even when they were challenging, he was filled with
excitement at any opportunity to fulfill Hashem's
commands.

This idea of stepping up even in difficult moments is
especially relevant to the nature of DPmMR noON.
D'MIR ND1I7 entails taking in travelers in need, even
though it may be inconvenient. This principle is
directly demonstrated in the opening of our nw1a.
When the angels arrive at their tent, D172R urges MW
to prepare bread to welcome them,

"MR DPRD WHW Mmn IR MR TRORD DIAR 007
oy Cwpr W 0pd”, “0maR rushed into the tent to
W and said, ‘Quick, [prepare] three seahs of choice
flour! Knead and make cakes!” (31 n*wxA32). This pood
places strong emphasis on how quickly om7aR jumps
to do this mmen despite being in extreme pain, having
just received a > N,

This story teaches us the mwn of oMIR NP3, and
the details can teach us a lot about it. omaR takes

them in, not during a convenient time, but in a
moment of immense discomfort. This is why D2 is
the right person to teach us about this nmwn. He
demonstrates that the principle of "pa1 DaAR DoV
is at the heart of omx noian. This incredibly special
XN is so much more than inviting friends over for
lunch because you feel like it. Yes, it is nice to
welcome friends and family into your home, but the
significance of ©MMIR NP1 is so much more than
that.

oTMIR NP7 is the men to take on the burden of
providing a traveler in need with food and shelter.
Welcoming a stranger into your home is not easy; it is
time-consuming, uncomfortable, and often awkward.
What we can learn from 017aR is that despite this
difficulty, we should jump at the chance to help out
in this scenario, seizing the opportunity to do such an
important xn.
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